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Palo Wy S amongſt all ordi- 
\- J | nary accidents inci- 
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J ALA VT & aduerfiry Of man- 

ELCS5\\S © - rage 
= kind,there is nothing 
more momentrarie then mariage:e- 
uen ſo, right honorable, there is no- 
thing more anſ{werableto the falua- 
tion & condemnation of mankind 
then death. For as by che one all 
men come into the world, & by rhe 
other all men goout of the world: 
even ſo by both, all wen withour 
the merits of Ieſus Chriſt , ſhall go 
A » into 


into hell fire.Yet for all that, there is 
nothing more out of the minds of 
men then death,nor any thing leſle 
feared then Gods irctull iudgments 
which follow after . As may ap- 
pearc in cueric profeſſion which 1s 
ſtained and polluted with heathe- 
niſh implerie:the like was not in the 
time of blindneſſe and ignorance; 
whereby ir may be truly ſaid, thar 
Reu.5.r.8 the laſt of thethree reuolurions (ig- 
8.2.&.17.x nificd by ſcales, by trumpets, & by 
viols, related to be the diſhonour 
of God, and the diſturbance of the 
Church militant, is now more freſh 
and more ragingly reuiued, then in 
any of the ewo former reuolutions, 
conſiſting of 600. yeares. Your 
Lordſhip perhaps will ſay,VVhar is 
thatto me? how can I redrefle it? I 
know my Lord,I know,and in truth 
I muſt acknowledge, that you arc 
an example vnto others, for the di- 
ligent hearing of Gods holy word 
preached 
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preached , and for the ſincererecei- 
uing of the Sacrament: well may 
your Honor go on and be ſtrengrth- 
ned with the zeale of Gods glory, 
and be recommended before the 
throne'of Gods grace, by the pray- 
ers of ſuch as you did releeue when 
they were oppreſſed. But the prin- 
cipall cauſe of this my clamor is,to 
put you in mind of that you know, 
to wit, ſeeing ſinne is ſo generall & 
the ſame ſo horribly hainous , that 
there is nothing elle ro be looked 
for but death, and not that dearh 
onely which is the common viſita- 
tion of all men, bur alſo the ſecond 
dearh, whichis the perpetuall re- 
ward of the diuell and the damned. 
And alſo, my Lord,the ſpeciall end 
of my writing vnto your Honour, 
is,ſo much as in me lieth,and as du- 
ticbinds me, to make you partaker 
ofthe fruit of my poore labor,with 
other my honourable and worſhip- 
A 3 full 


full friends. Nothing doubring but 
vnder that truth and plaineneſſe 
wherein I haue ſo faithfully ende. 
uoured, andſo heartily defired the 
goodalſo of ſo many thouſands as 
rowhom it may come; your Lord- 
ſhip ſhall ſauour ſo much of ſome 
thing, as that you will ſay hereafter 
for your labor inreading of all,you 
are rightglad, and haue therby loſt 
nothing . Thus briefly and moſt 
humbly I end,defiring the Maieſtie 
ofour etcrnall 'God:, through the 
mediation of Icſus Chriſt, to-beau- 
tifie and to adorne you and your 
honourable Lady with all {pirituall 
graces, and that you both may lce, 
(like your ſelues) according to 

our hearts defire,, your childrens 
children veto the third and fourth 

neration. 'From Stretton Le- 
Feld the 3. of Iuly, 1612. 


Your Honours moſt 
humble in the Lord, 
Eadw,Vanghan. 


| TO THERIGHT 
HONORABLE LADY 


THE COVNTESSE 
of Leiceſter, Douger. 


I|cht Honorable, T know 
[0ne amongft all the 
ve (women in the world, 
\ EPPS [aporr my forty yeares 
[ESD Bareading , neither yet 

truly reported by any,to whi this book 

| doth [o as at appertaine to be 
| carefully read,as to your ſelf. In £ wr 
ſpecially of Gods mercy wherin he hath 

made your honor admirably memora- 

ble for your exceeding wiſedome aud 
abounding graces : which was plainly 
ſeene in your patient abiding of one 

ſuch double deadly dayes newes,cocer- 


ing your noble ſon,& your worthy ho- 
A 4 norable 
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worable bushand, as made al Englayd, 
Frante, una Ireland, more aſtoniſhed 


» 


the Shat great inuincible Armado of 


Spainej alorouſly floting under ſail: 
vponaur narron ſex And there wt 
fo another famous reſp: of Gods 
mercieand the kings Maicities fawr 
©P072 you, for that there ts yet alrue 
4 noble Earle of Eſſex, eucn out of 
your owe loynes,who ts like to repaire 
the ruines of his father Zo raiſe his and 
your honourable houſe. farre more re- 
nowned,, and lineallyto leaue it ſo to 

be upholden for ener. Madame, when 
the foundation of theT, emple at Jeri 
ſalem was newly latde, the ſound of 
the people for iop cold not be atſcer- 
wed | from t e noiſe df the Prictts , Le- 
wites aud Ancients for weeping: enrn 
fo right Honogr able , your, and their 

molt lowing friends in that dolefull 
day, could not diſcerne whether the 

zoy for the Queenes mazeſtes [afetie,or 

the ſorrow for their deceaſſe was the 

greate#t. 
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reateft. Although indeed ſome of 
oth ſedes, moſt pacenſ aerately were 
partial tm their toying , and other 
ome exceeding in their ſorrowing; 
get the mateitie of God did mo#t dt- 
winely and moſt duly traduce the one 
fo temper the other in you;who had the 
greateſt cauſe of both.Labor you there- 
fore good honorable Lady ſo to abound 
in oy. for them , whoſe, ſoules are in 
heanen, & ſo to abound in ſorrow for 
Jour owne ſinnes , that whileſt you are 
aliuet may not bediſcernedi in which 
of both you exceed. And labour to a- 
bate your ſorrow for the father which 
is dead, becauſe his heroicall honour, 
and Chriitian ma gnanimitic is yet a- 
line in his ſonne. As for the maner of 
their death,it maketh nothing at allto 
the matter of their / aluation , nor for 
the time of their diſſolution , as you 
may reade in this booke, by many in- 
fallible ſentences and warrantable 
examples of Scripture particularly, 
after 


after this maner: Firſt that deathhath 
his prerovatiue and priuiledge in oe- 
—_ ho aly, 4 death < hs 
world no world, and men to trade and 
trauell, tobuy and ſell upon all vn- 
certainties. Thirdly, that the decree 
concerning the time of death,ts inui- 
lable and unrepealable. And fourthly, 
how variable,and how ſundrie wayes 
death ſeizeth : pon ſome with the 
ſtroke of an Angel,upon ſome with the 
ſtroke of iuitice, pon ſome with the 
ſtroke of a friend,and that unwitting- 
ly and unwillinely , vpon ſome with 
the ſtrokeof an enemie, wittinely and 
willinzly. Some goaly men ao Li and 
deſtroy themſelues , but unwittinely 
and vnwillimzly : and ſome wngoaly 
men do kill and deſtroy themſelues 
wittinely and willingly,exen by their 


ewne att and deed. And novg0 con- 


clude,you know that hononrable honor 
reiteth not in the dignitie that men 
& women haue,but in the good works 


whereby 


whereby they deſerue: and you know 


as ftigmaticall brands are tokens of 


former felonies, een ſo procraſtinatis 
breadeth dangers. Apply your ſelfe 
therefore good honourable Lady unto 
the conuentency of the time, for you 
know not when death will light 
on you by many yeares nor the manner 
of it by many hundred wayes ; that 
whenſoeuer and howſoeaer it fals,you 
may haue recourſe to thedeath of Teſwus 
Chriſt,$o whoſe holy protettion Ieaue 
you, rc. Newly fromthe Printers 
Preſſe, the 3.July, 1612. 


Your Honours moſt 
humblc inthe Lord 
E dw.Uaughan, 
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TO THE RIGHT 


VVORSHIPFEVL SIR 


IOHN HARPER AND 
SIR PHILIP STANHOP 
jn the countic of Darby Knights: 


And to the worlhipfull Mai- 
ſter Richard Hall of London, Mai- 
fter Humphrey Bonner of Nottingham, 
and Maiſter George Abney in the ſaid 
countic of Darby, Eſquiers. 


A 


et 


CA Y {ngularſclected frieds, 
- 0-9 Y hauing publiſhed many 
: Ny 4 $) and ſundry bookes of di- 
SlVE © uinity,and reſolutely co. 
Mia cluded with my ſelfthere 
to lurceaſſe, knowing this to be the 
enuious and maligning age, in which 
few men ſhal be condignely rewarded, 
neither yet from vniuſt imputatiops, 
and impious calumniations freed: yet 
tor 


for all chat was occaſioned, or rather 
(as I may fay ) violently importuned 
for my owne better inſtruction and fa- 
tisfaction, being more ſurpriſed wich 
ſorrow then with the loſſe of all the 
kingdomes of the world , carctullyto 
colleQtanſwers ro divers queitions,and 
obieRions which did affaile my ſoule, 
for and as concerning the deccaſſe of 
ſome luch as did molt nearclyconcerne 
me, andexceeding dearely appertaine 
ynto me, And having therewithall re- 
ceived through Gods mercie , that 
which of all other things Imoſt ſpeci- 
ally defired; I was drawne dutifully 
and reſpeCtiuely ro conlider that my 
caſe was,or might be yours,and the co- 
mon caſe of all men. Wherefore I 
tooke in hand methodically to diſpoſe 
ofall chole diſperſed colleCtions into 
this booke, as your Worſhips may ſee. 
Wherinl alledge nothing buttrueſen- 
rences,& examples of holy Scriptures, 
and that ſo wartancably, fo briefely, 
and fo plainely , as that I might not 
{eeme tedious to the wile and learned, 
nor r yet obſcure to the liinple and hs 
rowtful 


rowfull hearted. Humbly and heartily 
defirmg you in liew of my labor, and 
inrecompence of my lone, that you wil 
be pleaſed ſometimes ro ſequetter your 


ſelues from your publike affaires, yea' 


and ſometimes from your molt private 
occaſions, for the orderly and through 
reading thereof, Aſſuring you vpon my 
poore experience, and vpon the iudge- 
ment of the beſt learned writers, that 
there is nothing ſo effeQuall in Gods 
word,except the graces of his holy Spi- 
rit, to make aregeneratemanto mourn 
in mirth , to ſolace in ſorrow, and to 
apprehend the right vic of all the 
meanes, which God hath ordayned for 
the preſeruation of lifc, vntill the time 
of death doth come; as the meditation 
of mortality , with Scripture anſwers 
cotemplatiuely to cuery ſuch queſtion 
and obicQion , as may be raiſcd con- 
cerning death: together with devout 
praycrs going betore, and thankt- 
giuing following after, Or otherwiſe 
a thouſand to one,death brings with it 
feare, feare brings an increaſe of natu- 
rall corments, an increate of torments, 


brings 


__ ere Sentesennn - A” 


brings diſtraction of memorie. Aftere 
wards followeth all idle, difſolute and 
damnable ſpeech, and ſo from one de- 
feR ynto another, an oblinis of Chriſt 
and his kingdome,as the diuell would 
haue it. Thus I end, having timely 
inoughThope forewarnd you, with my 
hearty deſires vnto his holy Maieſtie, 
to comfort you in your aflifion and 
tribulation, that you may be able and 
readie to comfort others, tothe glo 
of his holy name , and the everlaſting 
comfort of your owne ſoules . From 
Stretton Lefield in the countie -of 
Datbie, this 3. of Iuly x62 2. 


Yours in the Lord. 


The contents. 

' Inthedisþlayig of this detrine diſcone« 
rie of death , ts neceſſarily to be obſerned 
rheſe foure generall heads of mſtrutlion,ap- 
proned by many ſenterces and holy exam- 
ples of Scriptures, vis. 

Firſt the Generalitic of death, rowit, 
how inuincibly death reigneth ouer all the 
generation of mankind, no place exempted, 
10 time printledged, nor any perſon vpona- 
wy occaſion fanoured. 

Seeondly,the ſunarie forts, maners,and 
Kinds of death, that is to ſay , how dinerſly 
and how many wayes death ſeizeth vpeu 
all people ,with the ſeucrallreafons thereof. 

Thirdly,the timeclineſle of death, rela- 
ting by particulars, the day , the houre, the 
moment and point of time in which almigh- 
tie God hath decreed that enerie the gene- 
ration of mankinde ſpall die, ſo that no man 
by the diligent w(e of the meanes can leng- 
then his hife , nor any man by the negligent 
oſe of the meanes ſhall ſhorten his tife. 

Fourthly,the memorabilitie of death, 
that ts to [ay the commemoration and rels- 
gious ſolemmi zation which the lining ought 
to hane for their dead, with foure principal 
and Chriſtian refÞedts. | 


THE GENERA- 
LITIE OF DEATH. 


| Eath hath dominion o-< 
uer all mankind, nor all 
rogether as they are in- 
d,| numerable, but one af- 
/,|tcr another in their ap- 
pointedtime. Towhich 
purpoſe, the iult man Iob by the holy 
influence of Gods diuine Spirit, faid, 
not onely ofhimſelte, bur allo of all o- 
thers : Surely I know that thou wilc 
bring me to death,and to the houſe ap: _ 
pointed for all the living. Salomon the 
wiſeſt man then in all the world , ha- 

uving duly conſidered of mans abode 

in this life , ſaid : Man ſhall be co- Ecdeſs,s, 
uered with darkeneſle, if he live an 

hundred yeares twiſe told ; and ſhall 

notall go into one place? Saint Luke 


ſpeaking by the ſame ſpirit, ſers downe 
ls the 


lob.30.23. 
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the diuine ſpeech of Saint Paulto the 
Athenians , amotg which he doth 
lainely relate the maner ofmans crea= {| 
AQ.17.26: tion in this wiſe : God hath made of 
one bloud all mankind to dwell on the 
face of the earth. As ifhe had ſaid, by 
a yulgar phraſe of ſpeech, Where there 
isa contagion or an infection, it goes 
through thatfamilie, becauſe they are 
of one nature;and of one bloud:euen fo 
he meant that all the generatio of man- 
kinde, being of onebloud and of one 
fleſh, ſhall all caſte of one death. Saint 
Paul in his exhortation to the Corin- 
chians for their enduring affliction, and 
2.Cor,5.10, to live well , faid, We muſt all appeare 
before the judgement ſeate of Chrili: | 
as if he had ſaid, There is no helpe nor | 
hope , we muſt all die, Toſuaa man ex- 
ceeding victorious, and full ofmagna- 
nimitic and Chriſtian courage , yet be- 
ing prepared todie, in his exhortation 
to his people, points vnto himlſelfe, | 
Folua;23.14 ſaying » BeholdT enter into the way of 
all the world : as ifhe had faid, Maruell 
not my brethren at me, who mult needs 
depart this life , the like muſt be ow 
ots 


——_ —<———— 
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lots & your poſterity.The wiſewomi of 
Tekoha among(t many other emphati- 
ticall ſpeeches which ſhe vied;to Dauid 
the king, inthe behalfe of Abſolon his 
ſonne; ſaid vntohim , We mult all die, 2.Sam.14. 
and we are as water ſpilton the earth, 14, 
which cannnor be gathered: neither 
doth God ſpare any perſon. As Dauid 
ſaid, The ſword deuoures as wel one as 3SaiD.LI. 
another : euen fo it may be ſaid of all *** 
people , that death ſeizeth one manner 
or other vpon cuerie man without ex- 
ception. Furthermore, the ten holy Fa- Gen.s. 28, 
thers who lived cuery'man almoſt his 
thouſand yer died. We may ſpeake of Deut. 2.3- 
divers by examples, as of Moſes & Io- lofua. 8.9. 
ſua the moſt valiant & molt viRtorious 1% ef 5 
warriours that cuer were;zof Sampſon Tud.16.28, 
the ſtrongeſt man in all the world, and 29+, 
yet they died.Of Salom6 who was the , y;,, cx 
wiſeſt manin all the world , and yet he ,;. 
died, Nabucadnezzar was the richeſt p,,. he 
man inall the world, and yet he died, 
Peter and Paul were as holy as cuer any 
before or ſince , and yet Peter and Paul 
died. Sarah and Heſter were two bea#- Gen.2g.1.z 
tiful Ladies as euer were,and yct Sarah Heſt,g, 

2 and 
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and Heſter died. To conclude, there 

was neuer any time,nor place, nor per- 

ſon that eould exempt any man from 

death. For Sem called Melchizedech 

was before the flood : heourliued all 
Gen.r4-14. that knew him; and ſo long, that no 
Heb.7.1t0 man knew his kindred: euen when Lot 
ws was taken priſoner, and a great grand- 
father of eight degrees in Abrahams 

time: whence he was ſaid to be with- 

out father and without mother, and in 

__ a figure of Chriſt, whoſe Godhead 

ad no mother, and whoſe manhood 

had no father : without beginning of 
dayes,or end of life:in reſpe&t of whom 

alſo he was ſaid to be king ofrighteouſ- 

neſle, king of peace, anda Prieſt for e- 

uer of the moſt high God); yet forall 
this Melchizedech died. Iob ſaid, If 

lob.34.14- God ſethis heart ypon man, and ga» 
ther his ſpirit vato himſelfe, then man 

ſhall recurne to duſt. As though he had 

ſaid more plainly; No man in all the 

world that liveth, but liueth to die whe 

God will; becauſe mans life confiſteth 
of that which is Gods. Salomon faith, | 
EecleC,8.8. Thedefire of death cannot be __ | 
E | 
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he gathereth vnto himſelfe all nations, 


& doth heape vnto himlſelfe all people. Hab.z.s.7 


Iob ſpeaking to this purpoſe concer- 
ning all mankind, and moreparticular- 


ly of himſelfe, ſaid thus ; Whar power Iob.6.r. ' 


haue I that I ſhould endure? is my 
ſtrengrh the ſtrength of ſtonesfor is my 
fleſh of brafſe?To wit, What did men 
thinke of me when I was at the beſt? or 
what could cuer thinke of my ſelfe? 
was I amanliketo liue alwayes* And 
what man may be named that now is, 
that cuer was,or cuer ſhall be ſo trong 
or ſo enduring,as that he ſhall be able 
to ſurcharge death? The ſundrie exam= 
ples, and the common experience cuen 
ofour ownetime hathtold vsand doth 
ſtill forewarne vs ofdeath, which is ſo 
due to vs, as tothem who are gone be- 
fore. The moſt vnlikelieſt do longeſt 
live, &the moſt likelieſt do ſooneſt die; 
which argueth plainly , thatthere is no 
ſtability, no certainty nor true token of 
cotinuance in any ma whatſocuer. Alſo 


S. Paul faid to the Corinthians, we ſhal 1.Cor.1 5. 


not all die, Indeed we ſhall all once die $1 


inreſpeR of our outward eſtate,ourele= 
B 3 mentas 
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mentarieinclination, and naturall affe. 
ions : but in reſpe of Gods diuine 
maieſtie, innarrable power, and fecret 
will,they which ſhall liue at the laſt day 
ſhall be changed,they ſhall nor bethe 
ſame which formerly they were as men 
inthe world. 

I haue aduiſedly confidered of cen ho- 
ly motiues, or diuine reaſons of Scrip= 
ture, why all men muſt dic. 


Thefirſtreaſ2nwhy all men muſt die, 


It is the decree of almightie God, 
which ordereth all inferior cauſes, and 
binds the to the obedience of his will. 
No king can produce ſo ancienta right 
to his crowne , as etterie man hath out 
of this molt ancient decree to chalcoe 


after death the crowne of glorie, Salo- 


Eccleſ3.14 Mon fa1d,I know that whatſocuer God 


hath done,he hath done it for cuer : to 
it canno man adde, and from it can no 
madiminiſh.Eſai the Prophert,as in the 
proper perſon of God himſelfe, ſaith, 


E.14-24- The Lord hath ſworne ſaying, ſure- 


ly as Ihaue purpoſedſo ſhall it cometo 
paſſe,and as I haue conſulted fo ſhall ir 
ſtand, 


why all men muZt die. 7 


Rand. Againe he faith, Secke ye the 

booke of the Lord, and reade; none of 

theſe things ſhal faile, none ſhall want, 

his mouth hath commanded ic, Malachi 

faid to that purpoſe, I am the Lord that Mal-3.6 
changeth not. The Author to the He- 

brewes ſaich, That God more abun- yc6, 6.19. 
dantly tro ſhew the Rableneſſe of his 18. 
counſel], bound himſelfe by an oath, 
wherin it is impoſſible that God ſhould 
lie; that we might haue Rrong conſola- 
tio. As the lawes of the Medes & Perſi- 
ans were vnrepealable: ſois the decree 
of almighty God concerning death vn- 
cali and in regard of the eucr- 
laftingnes of it, Jeremy faid,It is written 16, 47,1, 
with an iron pen, and with the point of 

a diamond,and grauen ypon the tables 

of the hearr, 


The ſecondreaſon why all men muſt he, 


Is drawne from the vprightneſle of 
Gods iuſtice.Sinne being lo generall in 
all men, his Maieſtic hath deereed to 
puniſh it by death in all men, yeain his 
owne deare children; who although 
the guilt of finne be remouedand taken 

B 4 from 


Dan.6.$, 


8 The2.veafon why all men muſt die. 


from them,yet finne remaining in their 
mortall bodies is to be puniſhed with 
death, andperiſhing of that ſubſtance 
ſo ſubie& ro finne. Saint Paul aid, 


Rom.s.12, Death went ouer all men, in as muchas 


Job.z 4.11. 


all men haue ſinned, As by the Jaw eue- 
rie husband may put away his wife tor 
alienating her body to another man : e- 
uen ſo finne by the law doth alienate & 
put away the ſoule from the body ofc- 
veric man.Elihu ſpake moſt diuinelyto 
this purpoſe, with his friends: God will 
render ynto man according to his work 
andcauſe cuery man to find according 
to his way, And as finne increaſed from 
agetoape, ſodid the anger of God, as 
appeared by the ſhortning of their 
dayes. Though Chriſt hath forgiuen vs, 
et ſinne is not out of vs. There is ſtil in 
man that will keep him fr6 ſoaring:and 
a Dui me in his mouth, extending la- 
mentably with Saint Paul, from men to 
Angels, witha violent interrogation 
enforcing an anſwer, who {hall deliuer 
me fromthe bodice of death? 


The 


—_ 
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The 3,rcaſon why all men muſt die. '9 
The thirdreaſon why all men 


muſt die 


Allmen muſt die inreſpect of Gods 
generall purpoſe for the changing and 
renewing of mankind from one ſub- 
tance into another, for the tranſub= 
fitiating of one body into another, 8& 
atranſmitting of one life into another. 
This purpoſe of the Father in Chriſt 
Icſus,made Iob to ſay, I wil waite mine Iob.r4.14.; 
appointed timetill my changing come, 
S.Paul relating the verie ſame amongſt 
many other things of great weight vn- 
to the Corinthians, ſaid, We ſhal all be 
changed, And in another place,at ano- 
thertime, Fleſh & bloud, faith he,can- 35. $4: 
not inherite the kingdome of heauen: 
mottality muſt be ſwallowed vp of life, 2.Cor. 5.4» 
And iin his epiſtle to the Philippians he 
writes the ſame ineffeR,being occaſio- 
ned otherwiſe thereunto, and that in 
theſe words.God ſhall change our vile phy.z.24, 
bodies, that they may be like ynto his 
glorious bodie. 


1.Cor.1 5. 


The 


Eſai,23.18- 


Eſai 25,9. 


10 Thefourthveaſon 


The fourth reaſon why all 
men muſt die 15, 


That there may bea performance 
and aſeciſure vpon Gods promiles for 
the perpetuall good of his Saints after 
death, which inthis life can not be ob. 
tayned,, andalſo for the incuitable de- 


faruction of the wicked. With the 


godly,ſaith Efai, ſhall be ioy and glad- 
neſſe, {laying of oxen, killing of ſheep, 
cating fleſh, and drinking wine, reioy- 
cing and triumphing. By which words 
3s meant all ſpiritual & heauenly plen- 
ty of immortal melodies, and ynſpeak- 
able alacritics; the father ioying and 
reioycing intheſonne, and S ſonne 
inthe father, and both'the father and 
the ſonne in other the Saints, in the 
Angels, and ſpecially in the Lambe 
Chriſt Icſus . The ſame Prophet conti- 
nueth his ſpecch , as being haltfe raui- 
ſhed with the meditation thereof, in 
the behalfe of his feilow brethren, who 
ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt in the 
duſt; in that day men ſhall ſay, Lo, 
this is our God, we hauec waited for 

him, 


- > 
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him, hewill ſaucys, we will reioyce 
| and be ioyfull in his ſaluation. A- 
| _ gainethe Lord himlelfe ſpeakes by the 
\ fame Prophet, The dead men ſhall liue Ec.26, rg. 
| euer; with my body ſhall they ariſe:a- 
wake and ſing ye that dwell in the duſt. 
Saint Paul ſaid to that effet, We mult , qr; 1o. 
all appeare before the iudgment ſeare 
of Chriſt, that euerie man may receive 
the things which he hath done in his 
body. Asit was with Chriſt the head, 
ſo is it with his members: Except the 
wheate corne die, and fall into the 
ground, itabidetk alone, bur if it dic, 
it bringeth much fruite, 
Concerning the ſciſure of Gods 
iudgments vpon the wicked according 
to Gods promiles , theſe ioyes, theſe 
preparations, and theſe exultations, 
are turned vnto weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth: Then ſaith Eſai, that the noiſe xg ,,, 
of them that reioyce, endeth, intima- 
ting the wicked: then their mirth ceaſ- 
ſeth, they ſhall not eat and drinke with 
mirth, and good things ſhall be bitter 
vnto them, Lo, thenthe Lord com- 
meth out ofhis place,to viſite the inha- 
bitants 


- 2. 


24.8.26.21 


12 The5,rtaſon why all men muſt dic, 


bitants of the earth. The earth ſhall 
diſcloſe her bloud, and ſhall no more 
hide her {laine.Then the Lord hath de- 
creed to ſtainethe pride of mas glorie, 
and to bring into contempt all them 
that be __— earth. Herethe 


je of the wicked endeth, and euen 
ere the glorie of the godly begin- 
neth : as by the example of Diues,and 
Lazarus, And as Abimelech hauing 
fought againſt the city Sechem hercely, 
andexceedingly wrathfull , he flue all 
the people that were therein, left none 
aliue; and afterwards in figne thatir 
ſhould neuer be inhabited, he ſowed 
ſalt in it : cuen ſois the Lord in his 
wrath againſt the wicked of the world 


at that day, 


The fifthreaſonwhy 
all men muſ} ate. 

It is drawne from the matter or ſub- 
Nance whereof man was made,to wit, 
of carth, and therefore ſubieRro peri- 
ſhing: earth cannot continue long out 
ofits ſpheare whence it was exhaulted, 
Earth how cunningly , and how curi- 


"I ;_:ws, ouſly 


1a =& 
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ouſly ſocuer it be built, ( as earth vp- 
onearth, ) it will deſcend and prefſe 
downward according to the nature 
thereof, vnto the place whence it came, 
and by little andlittle , in ſhort time 
much wil come to nothing. According 
to the which God ſaid vnto Adam, 


Thou art duſt, and into duſt thou ſhalt Gen.3.19. 


returne. Man is built vpon a bad foun- 


' dation, therfore Iob ſaid rhat the ſoules Iob.41g. 


whichcame from heauen do dwellin 
houſes of clay, and their foundation 
is in the duſt, which ſhall be deſtroyd 


before the moath, And Salomon ſaid FEcdef, 3; 


thatthe ſpirit ſhall returne to God that a« 
gaueit, 


The ſexth reaſon why 
all men muſt ate. 


It is drawne from the matter or ſub- 
Nance whereof the woman was made, 
or for her immediate conuerſion from 
one ſubſtance to another, to wit, from 
earth to fleſh;which being rightly con- 
fidered in it ſelfe, is a matter or ſub- 
ſtance leſſe durable, and more momen= 


eanie then the former. For fleſh how 
. hne 


Tob 7.5. 
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fine ſoeuer it bein it ſelfe, and how cu« 
riouſly,or coſtly ſocuerit be preſerued: 
yetif it be not vſed, and taken in ſea- 
ſon, it willputrifie and become excee- 
ding noiſome of it ſelfe, ſpecially the 
fleſh of a woman : for by how much 
more excellent, braue,& beautifull ſhe 
is in the conſtitution ofher body then 
the man, by ſo much the more foule,fil- 
thy, & ſtinking, her body will become 
ſhortly after ſhe is diſſolued; following 
therein, the nature of other pure and 
purified creatures, which in their time, 
and right yſe are much to the prayſe of 
God, andto the comfort of man, bur 
being abuſed, or not vied as they 
ought, arethe moſt vile, and the moſt 
venimous things of all others. The 
fleſh of beaſts, are good for men, and 
the fleſh of men, good for ſomething, 
butthe fleſh of women when they are 
dead is good for nothing, Iob there- 
forc being borne ofa woman, ſaid of 
him ſelfe, & of all others of that kinde, 
My fleſh is meate for wormes,my fleth 
is clothed with wormes and filrhineſle, 
Man both by father & mother,is a ſtig- 

maticall 
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maticall note, a word of diſdaine, or an 
appellation of anger: therefore Dauid 
ſaith, What is man, thatthou art mind- 
full of him? Ye are all but men, the 
ſons of men. S. Paul faid,O wretched 
man, not, © wretched Apoſile, nor, © 
wretched Chriſtian, but, o wretched 
man; the cauſe of his wretchedneſle 
was in him ſelfe , a man miſerable, be= 


cauſe a man. 


The ſeuenth reaſon why 


all men muſt die. 


Itis drawne from the vigour and vi 
rility of mans nature, which being 
mn ynto the height, declineth, fa- 

eth, and falleth, It wearerh, & waneth | 

like the Moone,and like Nabucadnez- Dan3.31s 

zars image, which being raiſcd from the 3333+ 

earth to iron, from iron to brafle, from 
braſſe to filuer, and from iluerto gold, 
the head and higheſt perfeRion; thenit 
declined, it returned, and abated from 
gold to filuer, from fGiluer to brafle, 
from brafle to iron, and from iron 
to carth, euen to that indeede whence 
firſt it came, When nature is quite 
decayed 


16 The 7.veafon why allmen maſt die. 


decayed,thethe bodyextinguiſheth,as 

inthe example of that renowned man 

1King.1. David, King of gods peculiar people: 
0% he was ſo old that he died, when nature 
was quite worne out ofhim,This is al- 

fo variably to be proucd , even by the 

nature of naturall things,which hauing 

their licour,moifture or ivice dried and 

worne away,do decay and perith pre- 

ſently. To which purpoſe God ſaid 

by che mouth of the Prophet Eſai, in 

part touching the deſolation of Iſrael: 
Eſai.7. 30, They ſhall be as an oake, whoſe leafe 
falleth, and asa garden without water. 

So likewife faith Iob interrogatiuely, 

Tob.8.1z. Can araſh grow withour dirt, or can 
afſe grow without water? As if he 

had ſaid, Take dirt & water away,then 

neither the ruſhnor the grafſe bue will 
preſently wither,and come to nothing. 

2 Pet.1. 24. Saint Peter likens mankind ro the - 
flower of the field,and to graffe which 

being growne to the full height & ma- 

euritic, whichthelicour & iuice there- 

of could poſſibly extend, then preſent- 

ly itreturnes, andin very lirtletime is 


withered,and cleanc gone,Salomon hi- 
| | kens 
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kens man, for his growing and decrea- 
| fing, vntoLillies and roles. As an Al- Canz.2.t, 
chymilt, having violetly exhauſted the 
ſpirits, and by little and little diſtilled 
the quinteſſences of minerals, and met- 
tals,they are thenceforth good forlitle 
or nothing , bur as ſalt hauing left the 
faltneſſe; cue ſo man having his natural 
vigour, by little, and little, taken or 
worne away, is but a dead carcafle, 
good for nothing but for to be hidin 
the carth, 


The eight reaſon why | 
all men muſt dic, 


It is drawne from the decree of al- 
| mighticGod for the diſſolution of the 
| world, andafinall end of all things, a 
throwing together, and as it were a 
folding vp of many things into one 
thing, Eſaiſaid concerning this difſo- | 
lution,thus, The day ofthe Lord com- Efai 13.9. 
meth, cruell with wrath and fierce an- 
ger, to lay the land waſte, the ſtarres Mat.24-29. 
ſhall fall from heaven, and the planers 
ſhall not giue their light, the Sun ſhall 
| bedarkned inhis going forth, and the 
| C Moone 
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Moone ſhall not giue herlight, Like- 
wiſe Ezechiel faith , O how fearefull, 

and how terrible that day ſhall beto' | 
them which pierced him through! yet | 
then whoſocuer ſhall call on the name | 
of the Lord ſhall be ſaued. 


T he ninth reaſon why all 

It is that there may be a generall vifo- 

rice ouer death and hell. For ſo faith S. 

_ 5* Paul, The laſt encmie that ſhall be de- 
- ſtroyd is death.God ſpeakes to that ef- 
fe by the mouth of his Prophet, vn- 

_ to death in the behalfe of the godly: 
is > Odeath,lwillbethy deach.As though 
; he had ſaid criumphantly,thou that haſt 
bene the death of all mankind, 6 cruel! 
cnemie, © thou vnſatiable deuourer, 
now Iwill be thy death,now ſhalt thou 
be deſtroyed for euer; now thy ſting, 
and thy firengrth, ſhall vtrerIPbe taken 
Fa away, Againe the ſame Prophet faith, 
my" —— deſtroy death for euer,and God 
will wipe all teares and heauineſſe, 
Lyk2o. 36 
\% 


from all faces; and $, Luke faith, they 
can die no more. | 


- \ 
' %. 


The 


The tenth reaſon &c. 9 
T he tenth reaſon why all men muſt ae, 
Hath foure ſpeciall reſ] peas or-diuine 


attributes. 


The firſt whereof is drawne from 
the" celeſtiall kingdome whence our 
ſoules came, and the terreſtrial] taber- 
nacles arid houſes of clay, wherein our 
ſoules do a while liuc or dwell,as (iran- 
oers and ſoiourners. Men are {aid tobe 


av 


{trangers eitherin reſpect of their tra» 


uell from' one place vnto. another , Or 
. + G*-.} Fa | Ce, 3 *Y 2 #4 v *. #4 bd 
in reſpeQ of lome kingdome: where 

28 2 Lok *2 » >» þ} 11435 44 WM 347% 
they dwell, being borne elſewhere, not 
bis free denized nor_naturalized. In 


oth which reſpe&s Dauid faith, that Ta.zs. 13. 


as our fathers were in. this world ftran- 


% 


haue a building giuen vs of God, that 
is, an houſe nor made with hands, but 
eternall in heauenzas if he had ſaid,our 
certainic and molt reſting place is not 
here on earth, but is in heauen. Ashe 
that is ina voyage or iourney neuer c6» 
tenteth himſelfe vntill he be at home, 
and therefore toiles and traucls with 
| C 2 great 


1 Chro.19. 
; | > 4 $619 Þ I SIPANT TE CO RENE I 
pers, & ſoiourners,fo Saint Paul rothe I 

ike purpoſe faith ; We knaw that we x 


; + Fo 


TY 
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great carneſineſſe to end his buſineſſe, 

that he may returne: euenſoare wein 

2 Cor. 5-2. rhis tabernacle, as Saint Paul ſaid, figh- 

ing, and deſiring to be clothed with 

our houſe, which is from heauen. The 

faithfull did manifeſtly confeſſe, thar 

Heb,tr. they were ſtrangers and pilgrimes on 

Js earth, and that they defired an heauen- 
ly countrie, 

The ſecond reiÞett or attribmte ginen 
to the children of God, is 

Drawnec from the meere merits of 

Chriſt, by whom alſo our bodies and 

ſoules haue intereſt and title to the 

kingdome ofheauen ; & that in amore 

particular and proper manner then in 

this world, as thus appeareth. Chriſt 

Mat.25.6- is called our bridegroome, and we his 

Cant. 4-12. bride, inferring by a neceſſary conſc- 

—_ ; nomad, that whete the husband is 

Colit-1”. theremuſtbe the wife. Apaine,where 

Chriſt is called the head of the Church, 

it is to be inferred neceſſarily, that 

whete the head is gone before,the me- 

bers muſt and ſhall follow after: much 

like to that which Chrift aid, Wherlo- 

Luk.17-37. euer the body is,thither will the Eagles 

rclore, 
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reſort. As.an honeſt wife hath alwaies 
an ynſatiable defire and longing to be 
with her husbid,no.way cotcnted with 
his abſece, no notwith loue letters, nor 
with meſſegers,nox with rokes of great 
price, but with his corporall prefence: 
cuen ſo the true meber of Chriſt, being 
zclouſly affeRed: & faithfully diſpoſed 
towards her holy & heauenly husband 


Chriſt Icſus , faith , Let him kiſſe me Cane.r.1," 


with the kiſſes of his mouth; As if the 
Church or bride of Chriſt had ſaid vn- 
to God his and her heauenly father: O 
let me haue the fruition of his glori- 
ous preſence,let me bealway with him. 


 ThethirdrefÞt or attribute yints 
ontothe childrenof God, is . 


Drawne from themortall hatred & 
malice whichthe deuill hathagainſvs, 
exceedingly enuying our ſpirituall, and 
| 500 arriuall into heauen, &there-' 

ore layes many ſnares and infinite al- 
lurements, tolet & hinder vs from our 
paſſage; with whome therefore accor- 
ding to the will of God, we mult en- 
cQunter, ynder the conduRt of our 
C 3 Lord 


22 _ The fourth attrib. 
Lord Generall Chriſt Ieſus. In ref e& 


Ph. 6.19. of whichtrivings;,” conflis arſd bat- 


to 18, 


relſes;,'we FO IL" ſouldiers' and 


- ga warriors: inferririg thereby that when 


Pile, [:2. 


lob.7.r. 


we hatie- "Macy fog hr the Lords 
bartels; and Ait ully triumphed! ouer 
the ditell, then it” Aw 7 thar'* we 
ſhalt returne 1 to oitr 'b6wne home with 
rewards and crokvyes of euerlafting 
pl6fie.” : 5 


The fourth reſhell 0r attribute given 
. nto the children of God,ts 


Draw from the affaires wherin God 
our erernall king. hich imployed” vs for 
the performance of* cettaine religious 
dutzes,whercof ſomeatepertayning to 
God, ſorye to our brethren , and lome 
6: þ —— ſelues : the which being done, 
ely No ke ,then muſt we 
ie In regar4 whereof, we are 
pot PE cores Kribatſaors and "och 
like, forneriries labourers, ſometimes 
Ugrirhes, Andi ir) our commilſic 10n We 
ave 'ctery man his ſet and Timited 


1 Pet.2.1, titme of difpatch, which bein; ro, 


the ancient of dayes, the Angell of 
the 


——_— 


The firſt obiedtion. 23 


the couenant will ſend his Angell Ga- Dan 9-20. 


briel, or ſome other, ſaying vnto vs for 
our returne ynto heauen, as vnto the 
people of Iſrael in Babylon , for their 
returne vnto Ieruſalem 


Now me thinkes 1 heare two obieftions 
made againſt me by two ſorts of people: 


The one ſaying, This doctrine con- 
cerning the generality of death,needed . 
not; it might haue bene ſpared, and the 
ſpeech ſpent vpo matter that we know 
not. For by the vic of reaſon, by com- 
mon experience, and by manifold ex. 
amples, men arc inducedtobelecue all 
this that you haue ſaid to betrue, and 
long ſince generally allowed. This is 
now a harth kind of doQrine to wiſ: 
men,and itis very diſtaſtfu]] to all men; 
for it is a melancholy kind of teaching, 
and of no ſuch neceſſity. Ye mightra- 
ther, in ſteed thereof lirrevp men to 
be merrie, and to endure their milceries 
patiently. Preachers do nothing more 
then fright and aſtoniſh men: in the 
name of God let vs be merrie whiles 


we may, ſorrow comes faſt inough. 
yg. C 4 The 


z Per.3.1, 
I: 3-4e 
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The other ſort reaſoning , and ex- 
poſtulating with fleſh and bloud, can- 
not determine vpon the generality of 
death. They ſcenot, they ſay, how it 
may be, nor how it can ſtand to be 
true, becauſe then it is queſtionable, 
fay they, who ſhall hauc the dominion 
ouer other creatures in the world, 
which are innumerable, and moſt ad- 
mirable. Saint Peter ſaith, theſe be- 
lecue not that the world itall bede- 


ſtroyed with fire, 


An anſwer to the firft conceruivg the 
generalitte of death. 


Interrogatiuely , do you knowthis 
to be true by any ſentence or exam- 
ple ofholy Leripenre? No, no, you do 
not . For if you did fo know it, the 
hearing of the ſame againe and againe, 
would rather haue bene comfortable 
the redious vnto you. Thar knowledge 
which is nor grounded ypon the Scrip- 
cures of truth is nought worth, & meer- 
ly vnperfe&t. True it is,that men may 
know and be induced to belecue , thar 
they which are a dying , will dic; -"_ 

nat 
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chat they whichare in eminent dangers 
and perils preſent, ſhall die. Bur truly to 
beleeue, and certainly to know thar all 
men ſhall die, or who , or how man 
fhalldie , fleſh and bloud cannot re- 
uealevnto men, For the ſenſe of hea- 
ring and ſeeing, by the which men are 
brought to know and to belecue, rea- 
cheth no further then varo things pre- 
ſent; becauſe light, which is the ob- 
ic of ſeeing, and the aire which is 
the obieR ofhearing , vpon diuers oc- 
cafions are ſometimes giuen,andfome= 
times taken away.Therefore to ſee and 
to know certainly , as an article of be» 
leefe,that all men ſhall die, which is my 
ocnerall dofrine, no man can appre- 
hend nor yet comprehend , but by the 
knowledge ofthe holy Scriptures, and 
by the holy influence of Gods diuine 
ſpirit; becauſe in verie truth, the ſame 
reacheth vnto the apprehenſion of 
things intimeto come, and vnto that 
which is cleane out of ſight and out of 
hearing.Saint Paul ſpeaketh direRly of , ©, 4.18 
ewo ſorts of ſecing , the one proper 
tothe ſpirituall eyes, or eyes of the vn= 
vnderſtan«= > 


2.Cor. 5.7. 


Gen.7.7.9, 
IO. 


1.King.19. 
19. 
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derſtanding,in theſe words: Welooke 
not on the things which are ſecne, 
but on the things which are not ſeene, 
As ifhe had ſaid, We who are the chil- 
dren of God, do not cſteeme of that 
which we may apprehend with our na- 
tural eyes, in copariſon: but we eltecme 
and allow , ſpecially, of that which we 
may comprehend and apprehend by 
faith. Andin that verie place he verifies 
the ſame, calling the one,in a ſort, an 
obieR temporal ; the other an obic 
eternall. The ſame Apoile faith tothe 
like purpoſe ; We walke not by fight, 
bur by faith : ro wit , We tudge not ſo 
highly , nor ſo truly of that whichthe 
lightor the aire doth manifeſt vato our 
ſcnſes, as of thoſe things which the 
word of faith doth manifeſt vato our 
ſoules. The effeAs and fryites of the 
one and the other ſhewes the diffe- 
rence. As the vertue attractive was not. 
in Noahs Arke,that drew famous and 
moſt worthy creatures and of all ſorts 
into it; nor the vertue attractiue was 
notin Elias cloke that drew Eliſha fr6 
his plowing , bur both inthe effeQuall 


vic 
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vic of Gods word, Euen ſo the vertue 
_ of hearing , ſeeing , and belceuing the 
general doftrine of death andlife,pro- 
ceedeth not fromany matter in nature, 
nor from worldly reaſon , nor yer from 
the wileſt humane narration, but from 
the holy Spirit ofthe living God, who 
worketh in vs by faith, which is groun- 
ded vpon the written word ofGod.As 
for example briefly; Eliſha his man, as »-King 6, 
he was anaturall man, ſaw onely an ar- 3519: 
mie ofthe Aramites who were come to 
take his mailter: but when the eyes of 
his vaderſtanding were opened vpon 
the prayers of his maiſter,he ſaw a farre 
greater army of Angels that were come 
to proreR them. This made $.Paulero = _ 
pray, That the cies ofthe Epheſians vn- Ephel.1. 
derſtanding might þc opened : which 
was in effect, that God would be plea- 
ſedto inflame & ro kindle their hearts 
andtheir affeCtios with the ſplendor of 
his word and Spirit. As the ſame hoſt of - 
the Aramizes was led with blindneſſe, , "—_ 
vnto their morrall enemie the king of © 
Iſrael, at Samaria , the eyes of their yn- 
derſtanding being ſhut vp : and asthe 
= 8 E Sodo- 


2 An anſwer to the firſt,concerning 


Gen,r9,to, Sodomites did firike at Lots doore 
IIs. with blindneſſe, when their naturall 
eyes wereopen; or as Saule and his 
7.Sam,26. company, being in the iuſtice of God, 
—_ ftriken into a dead ſleepe: cuen fo all 
ſuch as haue nor their ſight, and their 
knowledge for ſpirituall things outof 
Scripture, they weare out themſelues 
with weariſomneſle, and inthe end do 
bring theſelues, as through ignorance, 
into that incuitable gulfe of perdition. 
Labour you therefore, ye ſeruants of 
the Lord,labour ye the Scriptures, and 
know you forcertaine, that ye know 
nothing as ye oughtto know, vnleſſe 
ye knowit by the Scriptures , and be- 
ceueit by the ſame Spirit that wrote 
the Scriptures. As the fiohr of the body 
is the eyc,ſo thelight of the inner man 
is the word of God:and conſider Ipray 
ou, confiderin duetime I aduiſe you, 
fIbe tobe blamed for this long dif- 
courſe concerning the generalitie of 
death;, why then did he haby Gholt fo 
largely diſcourſe thereof? Why did his 
holy Maieſtic ſo often nally on one 
and the ſame matter , ſo variably and - 
O 


Luk.11.34+ 
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ſo many places of Scripture? How can 
this be anſwered? If you ſay, fewerpla- 
ces would haue ſuffiſed, the you do di- 
realy blaſpheme; which God forbid. 
Then you charge the holy Ghoſt with 
fupertiuities and rediouſneſſe, where as 
through Gods mercies, with ſuch, and 
ſo many iterations he doth importune 
youtoremember your mortalitie and 
to make prouiſion for the ſame accor- 
dingly, If you ſay this dotrine was not 
ſoncedfull, becauſe you knew itlong 
fince; our of your owne words, you 
proue this doctrine, of all others, ro be 
moſt necdfull,and my ſelfe of you molt 
carefull. And whereas you know alrea« 
die,as you ſay,that you ſhall die:neuer- 
thelefle,it is queſtionable,whether you 
bereadie prepared to dic cueric houre 
for the teſtimonie of a good con« 
ſcience, as his Maieſtic'hath comman=« 
ded, yea or no. Andit is queſtionable, 
whether you be willing and defirous to 
die. You wil ſay peraduenture, you are 
ofthat mind, & youtruſt ceucrto beſo, 
that there is nothing vainly ſpokenin 
Gods word: and you will count them 

Vaing 
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vaine and frivolous that ſhall ſpeake a- 
ny thing our of this word,that doth'nor 
1n ſome ſort humour and applaud you, 
HerelI ead this matter,defiring God to 
enlarge your affections more & more 
vnto the obedience of his word. 


fn anſwer to the 2.obieflion concerning the 
generalitie of death. 


Herein I will be bricfe, becauſe in- 
deed, this ſort of people are lefſe wor- 
thy of further inſtruction , who hold 
that this ſo goudly a frame of the 
world, ſhouldnor, or cannot bede. 
ftroyed.Of whom Saint Peter ſpeaketh 
thus: There ſhall come in the laſt dayes 
mockers who will walke aftcr their 
owne luſts,and ſhall ſay, Where is the 
promiſe of his coming?for ſince the Fa- 
thers died,all things continue alike vn- - 
to this day. There necdethno other an- 
ſer for them then that which S. Petet 
maketh rhem in the verſes following, 
letthem looketo it ypon their perill. 


Thus 
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This dotllrine COncernmg the genera» 
litie of death, ſerueth to reproue 


three ſorts of people. 
The firſt are thoſe who wholly , or 


for the moſt parr, do ſer their loue and 

liking vpon the things of this world, 

as if they were to tarrie in it for cuer: 

or as if they were to chuſe, they would 

not change this world , nonot for the 
kingdome of heauen; 1ioying andre- 
ioycing,as Amos the Prophet ſaid, in a Amos.6.13 
thing ofnought : & like vnto the tribes 

of Ruben and Gad , and halte the tribe 

of Manaſſes, who choſe the towns and Num-32-le 
lands on this fide Tordan, becauſe there ** 
were goodly habitarions , and fertile 
ſoyle,rather then the townes and lands 

in Canaan, which for the fertilitie ther- 

of, was ſaid to flow with milke and ho- 
ney:and forthe innumerable pleaſures 
thereof, likevnto the kingdome ofhea- 

uen, Saint Paul blaming ſuch , and ſee- 

king to draw them vnto better choiſe, 
exhorteth, ſaying: Secke ye the things 
Whichare aboue, where Chriſt fits at G9l-34« 
the right hand of God, and ſct your af- 


tections 


2.Cor.s.1. 


Luk.20,36. 


Rom.6.ge] 
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fections on heauenly things and not on 
carth]y, 


The ſecond ſort who are to be reproned 
by the generall dottrine of death, 


Arc they who murmure much, or ra- 
ther do mourne too much for the de- 
ccafle oftheir neare friends, as though 
God had not done well to. take one, 
and not another, to take this and not 
that: or as if death had ſurpriſed them 
beforetheir time, and for cuer ; orelſe 
that death had calually lighted onthe 
morethen others, Saint Paule comfor- 
tiog himſelfe and others concerning 
this complaint, ſayd : We hauea buil- 
ding giuen of God, thatis, an houie 
whole builder and maker is God. The 
children of God die bur one: they taſte 
not of that ſecond deathin hell, as the 
reprobates do.This onceto die,is but a 
ſhort interieRion betweene two eter- 
nitics, to wit, cleQtionand glorifica- 
tion, witha kingly and a kindly paſſage 
as it were, by calling and iukification 
vnto eternall ſaluation, Chriſt died 
once, but in that he liueth, he liuerth for 

| cuer 
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ever, So ye likewiſe , faith the holy A- 
polile, aredead to finne, buraliue to Rom.s.s. 


God through Ielus Chriſt. 


| The third ſort who are to be reproued 
| by this generall dollrine 
of death, 


Are thoſe , who not minding theit 
mortalitie , noraccompts which they 
muſt make, dotreaſure yp finne vpon 
hnne,bcing driuen,as it were, with the 
ſwinge of their nature, & ler onfice of 
hell, defile their bodies, and the whole. 
courſe of nature: relſolued with them- 
| ſeluescovndergoany finneyfoas it may 
bring them either aſton or profite, 
Alwayes faying'in their hearts,and ma- 
ny times with their tongues, If we muſt 
dic for finne, as Preachers ſay, andclrat 
as well for one {inne as for a thouſand; 
why then lct vs cate and drinks, 'and 
be merric while we may. Salomon 
out of his owne experience, and ſpeci- 
ally fromthe holy Spiricof inſpiration, 
faith of ſuch one a afterthis maner:Re- xcoſ19.9 
ioyce 0 thou yong man-in thy youry 
5 et 


Pſal.50.,17- 


34 The. ſort of people reproued. 


ler thine heartcheare thee, walke in the 
wayes of thine owne heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes, But what fol- 
lowerh? God will bring thee to iudge.- 
inent, Although his Matcſtie be incli- 
nedto mercie,yet when he is moued to 
iultice,ir isincuitable,it is innarrable,& 
it is intollerable. To that effect ſaid 
Dauid,, as if it were in the proper per- 
ſonofalmightic God, vnto all ſuch de- 
ſperate and graceleſſewretches,that do 
abuſe his holy paticnce : I will ſer thy 
ſinnes in order : to wit, thy fins in the 
night,thy ſfinnes ia the day, thy ſinsin 
thy youth,and thy ſins in thincage,thy 
fins againſt me, and thy ſinnes againſt 
thy brethren, Iwill ſo muſter and fo 
ranke them together, & ſoplace them 
by rowes,and in cucrie ranke and row, 
fuch, and ſo many, as ſhall ſeemetobe 
more odious,ſhamefull, and deteſtable 
euen ynto thine owne ſelfe. And what 
ſhall follow?l will cearethee in peeces, 
that is, thy torments ſhall be more ter- 
riblegand farre more horrible to nature 
then.as if thou were racked & tormen- 
ted peece-meale. Thele are they __ 
. 2l- 
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alchough in deed finne is too too ge” 
nerall, yet they rifle, and runne raging- 
ly after it, in a more particular manner, 
not minding their mortalitie, or at leaſt, 
not regarding the accompts that they 
muſt make; do maligne, enuie , vtterly 
hate , yea and ſceke the whole ouecr- 
throw of vs the Preachers of his holy 
word, and others the deare children of 
God, who runne not into the ſame ex- 
ceſſe of riot and damnable. behauiourz 
but with zealedo frequent the minifie- 
ric of his word ,, with reverence do 
keepe his Sabbarhs, & with all care do 
keepe themſclues vnſported' of the 
world, Therefore they cftecme'them 
not worth their.ſocietie, 'nor worthie 


toliue vpon the earth, We are notof loh.15. 19. 


theworld,therfore the wotld haterhvs, 
laith $. Iohn. The manifold plaguesro 
the Egyprians, the fierie Setpersrothe 
Iſraelites, andthe EmerodgrothePhi- 
litims, were not ſo troublefome'and 
tedious,as theſe heatheniſh Atheiſts, & 
prophane Iewes are to vs, Wehuenot 
as enemies ian hoſtile manner among 
them,but modeſtly, 8ndmildly, and 
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benignly, as Chriſtian c6forters , brin- 
ging peace, & offering reconciliation, 
The words of our commiſſion are of 3, 
emph aticall and publicke narrations. 
The firſt is, Benedscrte, bleſle ye; the ſe- 
cond is, Benefacite, do ye good;and the 
third is, Orate, pray ye, Thus are we en- 
ioynedto bchaue our ſelues, amoneſt 
many other religious dutics, towards 
God and good me, yea & towards our 
enemies. Where in ſo euer we do faile 
through frailtie, it is not indifferent, 
nor juſtice for them,being our enemies 
to iudge what we ſhould do, bur rather 
out of charity to iudge what we would 
do. Neitherisir for them to reuenge 
themſclues ypon vs, itis his holy Maic- 
tic tro whom we muſt anſwer ypon our 
accompt. We arc ( whatſocuer they 
) bringers of peace , and we are 
eaccable.Come & (ce, ſaid Ich to Ie- 
Loniadab : ſo it were to be wiſhed, that 
theſe men would zealoufly and religi- 
ouſly come and ſce before they would 
condemnevs , and heare quietly what 
we haue to ſay, before they do with 
their tongues {ſo iniuriouſly execute vs. 
> i As 
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As the ſoule of Ionathi was knit to ther.Sam.r$.r 
ſoule of Dauid, ſo our ſoules are knir 
as in oneto them. We can truly ſay,our 
hearrs are vpright towards them, as the 
heart of Ichu was towards Ichonadab, 2.King,1s, 
And yet for all that me thinkes I heare 5: 
them ſay,as Ichu ſaid to Ichoram, what , xios 9.49 
haſt thou to do with peace? turne thou 
bchind vs. And to be 49 ſhal not | 
need to infinuate for feare,to haue their 
fauour:euery one of vs may with Chri- 
tian magnanimitie ſay vnto them, as 
Nehemiah ſaid to his aduerfaries, Shall Ne.s.1:, 
ſuch a man as I flie? who is he being as 
I am that will do ic? For we may lay as 
Eliſha ſaid to his man, There arc more 2.Kin.6.16 
. with ys then be with the. And with the 
Prophet Dauid, If God be with vs, who 
ms againlt vs? Alchough they haue 
dealt with vs ſhamefully and deſpite- 
fully, as the Ammonites dealt withthe |. 
kind meſſengers ofking Dauid,ſhauing rv 17, 
halfe their beards, and cutting off their 
$kirts euento their buttockes, yet we 
will neither do nor ſay , bur as Iotham Iudg'g. 
ſaid tothe Sichemites,lf ye haue dealt 
truly and purely withvs , then retoyce 
& 3 ye 
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yewith vs, and we will reioyce with 
you : but ifnor ve willretort vpon the 
their own tearms, What have we to do 
with your peace? turne you behind vs, 
Theſe are they,who long lince, as the 


ſay , do know right well that they ſhall 


dic, and they doubt not but they ſhall 
dic ſo faichtully and ſo godly, as the 
pureſt and moſt pertect Chriſtian of 
vs all. 

That this their error and grofle per. 
ſwafion may appeare vnto them, and 
yn:oall others, I will yet for their ſakes, 
& forthe better patient abiding of the 
godly, deliver in ſorne particularman. 
ner, by the Scriptures of truth, who 
they be indeed, out of this-generall ni- 


| ber, that ſhall die well, and to liue cuer- 


laſtingly in the glorions kingdome of 
yen. 
The peneralitie of death is not now 
in queſtion Ii generally apreedvpon, 
withall , we find itis of necefſnic: 
it is forcible and violent vpon the war- 
riteble decree ofchemoſt Highefi.But 
the queſtion is, who frames himſclfe to 


die willingly , andwith contentment, 
| All 
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Allſhall die of force: but none ſhall en« 
ter into the kingdome of heauen, but 
ſuch as in ſome meaſure do die willing- 
ly and with contentment, Saint Paule 
fith , Although I preach the Goſpel, 
I haue nothing to reioyceof, for neceſ- 
fitic is laid vpon me: if Ido it willingly 
Il have a reward, bur if Idoit againſt 
my wil, what is my reward?As if he had 
ſaid, what religious dutie ſoecuer is per- 
formed in reſpeR of commandement 
and feare , is notto any man ſo muchas 
thanke worthie : but that whichis per- 
formed by man voluntazily and freely, 
as from a liberal heart, without reſpeR 
of law,or conſtraint,that man ſhal haue 
his reward,Euenſo is it with euery mi 
that is of force ſurpriſed by death, bur 
almightie Godhighly accepteth of e- 
uerie man that diſpoſeth of himlſclfe, 
with a willing heart to die. Therefore 
the Lord ſaid vnto the people of Ifrael: 


1.Cor.9.16 
19% 


My heart is among them that are wil- 1,49, ,. 


ling. As ifhe had ſaid, Though youfaile 
todo ſuch things as I command you, 
yet I will accept of your will. This wil- 
lingneſle is a kind of firong affeRion 

D 4 and 
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and a forcible facultie of the ſoule: and 
yerforall that, it is led captiue vnto fa. 
Such is the corruption of mans nature, 
being inuegled with the manifold tor- 
ces and aſſaults of Satan,that it prevails 
againſt the will ofthe inner maa : as, 
Paul complains of himelfe verie large- 
ly and particularly, and which ns 
Ro.7.15.to him to ſayplainly, I allow not of thar 
theend. which TI do; for what I would that do 1 
not, but what I hate, that doI. As ifhe 
had ſaid, Howſoeuer it be, that I offend 
God through corruption and frailtie, 
yet my heart, my mind and my will is 
with God. When I do any thing con- 
trarie tothe will of God, I mult con- 
felle it is not I that co it, but fnne 
PhA.r.2z. that dwels inme. Saint Paul did defire 
todie, and yet ina ſtronger appetite 
and affection he would not,So was it 
Luk.22.42. with Chtift Ieſus, So long as a man can 
finde in himſelfe a wil! to do well, al- 
though it be properly the gift of God, 
it ſhall be accounted vnto him a deede, 
NES aSit was vnto Abraham, when as his 
$72. willled himto ſacrifice his ſonne, and 
yetdid it not from his natural] _—_ 
c 
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He that will die willingly an d wel,muſt 

line willingly and well accordingly. 

There muſt bea continuall combart, be- 

twixt the ſpiricof man , and his fleſhly 
members. The earthly members mult Col.z.5. 
be morrtified, and ſubdued by little and Ephe-4-27. 
little, with the will and defire of man; o—_ 
ro wit, man mult carrie a loathing in a 
his mind and will of that which is euil, 

by a cleane contrarie affection, lifted vp 

to heauen, Our ſauiour Chriſt referres 

vs vnto the ſerpent, for two ſpeciall in+ 
ſtrutions, concerning this bufineſle, 

in theſe words; Be wiſe as ſerpents. Mar. 10.16. 
The ſerpent being fiercely purſued, & 
in diger of her life,notable to ſhift any 
longer, the with her teeth, wingsand 
clawes, will carneſtly Iabour in the 
ground, to hide her hcad, being then 
ſure enough from thepurſuers, as not 
caring for her body, becauſe her life 
lies in her head: cuen ſo they that make 
a good preparation to die willingly 
and well, muſt not regard their goods, 
when their bodies are in queſtion, nor 
regard their bodycs, when their ſoules 
are in queſtion; becauſe indeedethe 


life 
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life of their body and ſoule lies in their 
head Chriſt Ielus,who hath ſo enioyned 
them. The other qualitie of the ſer- 
pent is, to rouſe and rub herſelte very 
vehemently when ſhe is old, againſi 
the ground, vntill ſhe hath gotten off 
all her old skinne; and then hauing 
new vnder it,ſhe flieth vp on high with 
ſuch agilitic and nimbleneſle, as when 
ſhe was young: euen ſo if we will die 
well and willngly, lo as our foules 
may mount vp to heauen, we muſt in 
our youth, andinourage rub off, and 
ſhake away the old man which is finne 
and wickedneſſe, and be renewed in 
the ſpiricof our mindes. 


Three dinine cauſes moning willing» 


neſſe to die. 


The 1.15 drawne fro the generall de- 
cree of God, who in reſpeR of death, 
deales indifferently with all the gene- 
ration of mankind : all men muſt dic, 
the noblc and the ignoble, the King as 
the begger; why then ſhould any man 
mourne or murmure at the death of his 

deare 


well,and that they might die willingly; 
therefore emphaticallyhe ſaid, This is Ioſna, 23. 
the way of all the world: to wit, Al- 14- 
thoughIbea man as ye know,in an ex- 
craordinary acceptation with Gad, yet 
I muſt die; ſo muſt you. and ſo mult all 
mankinde that liue, and are yer to be 
borne, looke not you to be exempted 
from this ſcntence: but prouide ac- 
cordingly.A voyce ſaid vnto Eſai,Cric; Eſai,qo.6, 
What,taid he?Thart all fleſhis graſſe,8& 
the grace thereof as the flower of the 
field. This holy Prophet being ſug- 
geſted and inftigated by the Spirit of 
God, to prepare the way of Chriſt in 
the hearts of the people, he recciues as 
fromthe Lord alſo , the manner how 

ro 
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ir deareſt friends? and why ſhould he not 
d be moued to yeld himſelfe with al wil- 
[  lingnefle & contentment ro die? Why 
y' ſhould any one man thinke himlſelfe 
[ worthy of that prerogatiue, andpriui- 
ﬀ ledge, asnot to die, yea rather wil- 
4 lingly , then of conſtraint? Toſua the 
f Lord Generall of Iſrael, at his death 
1 tooke this as a ſtrong forcible argumer, 
: to perſwade with his people, to live 
; 
| 
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to moue them effecually thereunto, 
cuen by telling them that they were 
all ſubiet ro death , and that the moſt 
wile and moſt exceilent amongſt them 
was ſubicR to the ſame cnd. 


The ſecond cauſe moning willimg- 


 neſſe to die. 


Tt is dravwne from a threefold ex- 
chige that we make with the Almigh- 
ty: the firſt ts the exchange that we make 
of our bodies; for this corruptible bo- 
dy, which is ſubie& to manifold miſe- 
ries, and to fall from God , we ſhall 
haue incorruptible and immortall bo- 
dies. For theſc our bodies ſubiec to 
hunger, to thirlt, to cold, to heate, to 
manifold diſeaſes,to ſundrie pafſions, 
and other ſuch like calamities, we ſhall 
haue celcſtiall and glorified bodies, c- 
ucrie way freed of all thoſe perturbati- 
ons, The Lambe which is in the mid- 
deſt of the throne, ſhall goucrne his 
people, and ſhall leade them vnto the 
lively fountaines of waters, and God 
ſhall wipe away all tcares from their 
eyes. The tabernacle of God is with 

men, 
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men, and he will dwell withthem, and 
they ſhall be his people , and God him- 
ſelfe ſhall be their God with them. 
There ſhall be no more death , neither 
ſorrow , neither crying, neither paine. 
Euery Chriſtian is alwaies longing,and 
defring this exchange, yea ſenſcleſle 
creatures, do alway ſtraine with a fer- 
uent deſire to be vaburthened,& to be 
diſcharged of this life;how much more 
cuery good man? As hethatis in priſon 
deſires and longs to go abroad, or. as 
Hagar in her bondage, ſo miſerableis 
man liuing inthe fleſh, asa liuing foule 
ina body ſubicto death, 
The ſecond exchange that we make is of 
our goods, as when we change carthly 
riches for heauenly , momentanic and 
tranſiroric treaſuces for euerlaſting,and 
that which neuer fadeth. To which 
purpoſe the holy Gholi ſaith, Lay nor Mu.6.19. 
vp treaſures where moath or canker 20. 
corrupteth, and where thecues breake 
throughand ſieale; bur lay vp treaſures 

for your ſelues in heauen. As ifir were' 

tolly, The beſt things of this life, are 
ſubicRro corruptis, & to manifold ca«. 

| 5 {ualties: 


Luk.12.15. 
t0.224 


x1 Timo 6. 
7.18.19. 


Iudg.18.9. 
IO, 


46 Canſes making willing to je. 
{ualties : but the treaſures which arein 
heauen , are not ſubieR either to mu- 


tability , or yet ro decay. And our ſaui. 


our Chriſt ſaith by way of a parable, 
tharthe abundance of worldly wealth 
auailes nothing for the time prefenr, 
which.is but momentanie,neither doth 
it any way miniſter comfort vnto the 
diftrefled ſoule.Thus he ſaith, rake heed 
of couctoulneſſe; for though a man 
hauc abundance, yer his life Randeth 
not in his riches; Sainc Paul ſecing and 
perccining the inordinate defire of ri- 
ches, which was in his time, arid know. 
ing that the ike would be cominucd, 
he ſpeakes by way of compariſon, verie 
diſdainefully and contempruouſly of 
worldly riches, and charges men to 
prouide for better things, and to build 
vpon a better foundation. In heauen is 
all kinde of plentic , maturitie , and 
ſatietic. As the Spies ſaid vnto the chil- 
dren of Dan their brethren concerning 
LaiſhzAriſe and let vs go vp, we hauc 
ſeene the land, and ſurely it is veric 
good, it 1s z place lackipg nothing 
that is in the world; be not (lothfull to 

| poſleſle 


w_y— —_  __£ b_c <4 


Cauſes making willing to die. 47 


, poſſeſſe it, for God hath givenir into 
your hands : even ſo do innumerable 
ſentences and examples of holy Scrip- 
ture ſay and aſſure vs as touching the 
| king dome & immortall ioyes ot heaue. 
Thethird exchange that we make by 
dying willingly and well, is ofourſo- 
cietic,& of 'our companic; as when we 
change the ſocietie,fellowſhip,and c6- 
panic of men, for the company and ſo- 
cietie of Angels ; the company of Hicb-12. 
whoremongers,drunkards, liers,{wea- >'-23:34: 
rers, oppreſſors, and ſuch like, for the | 
company of the Saints;the company of 
children on carth, for the company of 
children in heauen; the company of 
| husband or wife, for thecompany of 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe. As a virginethat 
is affanced to a man thinkes ic long be= 
fore the ſoleminization thereof: ſo is e- 
very one that is afhanced with Chriſt 
euermore deſiring his full fruition and 


holy fellowſhip. 


The 


Pial.4r.3. 


48  Canſesto bewillins to die. 


T he third cauſe moning wil 
lmgneſſe ro ate. 


It is the mitigations, coforts,@ helpes, 
that almightie God yeclds againſt the 
rorments of death, to ſuch as do com- 
memorate their mortality,with prayers 
and intercefſions vnto almightic God, 
that they may be faithfully prepared. 
Of which gracious qualifications of 
ſicknefles, and diminiſhing of deaths 
torments , the holy Prophet Dauid 
ſpeakes, moſt plainely, The Lord will 
ſtrengthen him vpon his bed of forrew; 


thou Lord, ſaith the Prophet, haſt tur- 


 nedall his bed in his tickneſlke: as if it 


were to ſay,God wil cnable a mercifull 
religious man,to endure all thathe will 
lay on him, or elſe will diminiſhthe 
qualitie or quantitie of the diſcaſe. To 
whom alſo Chriſt leſus faith, I am the 
phyftion: as if it were in effect to ſay, 
I ama preſent diſcharge for the ſoule 
that is ſurcharged with finne, and alſoa 
preſent a of bodily grietes, 
and naturall diſcaſes, as was manifoldly 
and plainely experumented by Chriſt, 
vpon 


The 2. inſiruttion, 49 


ypon diuers yon people, who were 


miſerably an 
both. | 
The ſecond inſtrufi;on. 


© Concerning the manter , ſort, or kind 
of death,to wit, how diuerſly,and how 
many wayes , death ſeizerh on all the 
generation of mankind : I will diftin- 
puiſh into fotre ſotts. The which for 
aſſignations ſake, I muſt call by foure 
names, vnderthe which the holyGhoſt 


morrally diftrefſed with 


comprehendsas ina cloſe narration di- 


ſperſed ouer the Bible,all mancrs, forts, 


and kinds of death whatſotuer , how-' 
focuer, and whereſocuer : which arc 


mer. 744 

T. "Penall | 

2.(', JNaturall I Ku 
4 the Synatural! Cal» ti | 
a.) @Policicall Y * jar 


hands , to do with him as they would: 
\ everi as Pontins Pilare delivered Teſs 
2) BH into 


Theſe three 'are comprehended in that. 
anſiver of Diuid, the ſele&eF man of 
God, to Abiſhai,concetning Saul the” 
king, whoin God deliveredints their 


{ 
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2-Sam,26+ 
8.9.10. 


Gen.3. 17. 
18, 195 
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into the hands of the Phariſes, to do 
with him as they would, Let me ſmice 
him but once,ſfaid Abiſhai ro Dauid, & 
I will ſmite him no more: intending by 

thoſe words, with one blow to ki 
Saule. Shall Tlay mine hands vpon the 
Lords annointed, ſaid Dauid? No,[ will 
not God ſpall [mite him. There he plainly 
related the penall death. Or hi day [all 
come to die. There he plainly related the 
naturall death . Or he ſhall deſcend mo. 
battell.' There he plainly related the vn- 
naturall death, , 
Firſt,jhe Penall death is that which al- 
mightic God did viually inflit vpon 
thoſe, with whom he was wrathfully 
diſpleaſed ; as appeared by the incuita- 
bleneſſe thereof. It was moſt common- 
ly miraculous,and publikely powerful, 
titmight be for an cuerlaſting re- 
membrance among all nations. Such 
was the puniſhment of Adam for the 
crangrſion of Gods commandement, 
as did appeare by many particular de- 
nuntiations ; and afterwards conclu- 
ded with his death, and with the death 
ofall his poſterity irrecouerable ” wy 
| clues 


T he firſt motine. 5t 

{elites for ever. Job to this puitpoſe faid, 1g, 24.1. 
IfGod ſet his heart ypon earn and o4- 1 B34 _0 
ther vnto himlelfe his ſpirit and his 
breath, all fleſh ſhall periſh rogerher, 
and tnan ſhall rewrnero duſt. As ifhe 
had ſaid , If God be once wrathfully 
diſpteaſed with any man , how ſhall he 
live? how can he or = endure ce 
hand ofhim, who fo petially & power- 
fully puniſherh vopenitent ſinners? 

Divine motives or reaſons, why God 
doth ſo penally , ſorniraculouſly , and 
ſo powerfully puniſh ſome, atid nor o- 
thers: with a ſixefold anſwer therenmo, 


' T hefirft Motine why God piniſhed 
pexally. ox 

Firſt, God puniſhed pore with WA- 
ter, when men were publikely and g6- 
nerally growne to he rirathnous, cruel, 
and ſfauagely diſpoſed, ontirowards a- 
nother, as the-people of the old world. 
Thedidthe windows of beagen open, (.__ . 
and the foundatfons ofthe preatdeepe ;,, 1, © 
breake vp,ſfo that the waters prevailed Geo.7.4.10 
exceedingly vpon the catth, and coue- 1fitochs 
red all the hiemounrains of the world. <2& 

E 2 Like- 


oz Then and 3 ,motines 
Exod.r.1tr, Likewiſe the Egyptians, who deak 
eo 16, 5-to tirangguſly, & cruclly with Gods peo- 
14-7-8.9.10 le$his Maicſtic taking ſpeciall know. 
" foe thereof, did penally and power- 
fully puniſh thEwith manifold plagues 
in their own land, and afterwards with 
the inundations of waters , wherein 
their kiog, and many thouſands more 
were 64 46 drowned, 


The Aivend Aotine why God punt- 
q ſhed penalty. 
Secondly, God puniſhed pexaly with 


e, when he ſaw that men were grown 
Ges. 19-5. ſo penerally and ſo publikely carnall, 
394464017 ſenſuall,fleſhly, & vnnaturally defiling 
their owne bodies, taking the louing 
admonitions,and godly perſwaſions of 
his Saints , but as teſts and mockes; as 

he did the Sodornites. | 


: - 'Thethird Motine why God | 
£  puniſhedpenally. 
© Thirdly, bychanging thenature and 
' qualitie of theearth: when as particular 
perſons being in. place of prehemi- 
- nence,did offer indignity & diſloyaltic 
vo 


The 4.and 5 mutiaes. 53 
toſuch as were in authotitie, as did; 
Corah,Dathan, and Abirain with theirwym.rs, . 
companions; whom God did penalty, 29.36. . 
owerfully , and miraculouſly deſtroy, - 
by opening the earth to (wallow them 

yp aliue. aw 
The fourth ©Motine why God 
priniſhed penalty.” 


Fourthly,with /aua oe beaſts, whe as his. 

holy and lretbeloucd people are diſdai- 

ve@, mocked, and ſcorned; as two and: 

fortie that motked Eliſha the Propher | A 
ofthe: LOIN ere re penally wakes "I 
ao ay Beates. ' 


© The fifeb CMotine why G og 
» Punilicd penal. . 

-*Pithly : with Aupels, what's men in 
antiGtine do publikely and Iricortigi- 
bly offend his holy Mateflicardid Dat, cums 
uvidm numbrirg his menofwirre, aid Lo15s ” 
rrifting in thern2whom God id pedal. 
ly:md  ublikely puniſh with thi teach 
" ſeventy thoufandof his cliofen trſen, 
by the ſtroke of an'Anpell: Likewiſe 

erodthe king was firikeit ytits death AQ-1223. | 

E 3 pub- 


r1.King, 13: 
I +2.3s , 

2. King 23. 
I7. 


54 Tbe.ſxth motiuc, 

publikely by an Angel, becauſc he tavl 
thatglory to himſelfe , which was.due 
ro God, So was Ichoram molt penally 
and miraculouſly deſtroyed for hjsi» - 
dalatric,accordjngto the laying af tho 


man of God. 


The ſixth Manwe wit Gad 
prentſhed penadly. 


_ Sixthly, where it maybe demanded 
wy God Jocbpuniſh laws ſo pexally 

A ſo miraeufouſly , and not athers, K415 
drawne frgm his cfiabliched ryle , and 


 generall ardex of gaverning kingdoms 


and nations. hoſ[ding it fwfhcient jo his 
godly wiſedome , to pyniſh publikely 
ſome,inftead of thany, that one exam» 
ple ſo publike and'ſo penally powerful, 
ſhould (erye; for mayy lundred, yeares 
ina whole natigear kingdome, When 


the Church began 56- {pread through 


Gads mgrows, ther Were many mir 
tp ng 0 et 
PC, AF-LAL LY DARIT: AUTReY NEON 
Ga winpeſl, ad nar ce 

querigg of ;Canaen;. 3nd fav 
mmple oflerufalery was buile,andreb- 


gion 


T he firſt ve. 5s 
gion eſtabliſhed. Bur afterwards as it 


drew nearer and nearer vnto Chriſt, 
they grew to be fewer and fewer. 


Th vle ef thu doftrie conceruin 
bf chan death, © _- 


| Lerueth es forewarne ——_ and 
Patrons, who moſt tyrarmouſly liue 
on the ſpoile ofthe poorettlic one flee. 
cing the Church, the other fleecing the 
commonweale,and both robbing God 
of his honour fo much as they may, or 
38 it doth bringthem either picaſuce or 
profite, As inthe old world , wherein 
crueltie did ouerrun the whole carth: 
ſoitis now in the glorious Sun-ſhine 
ofthe Goſpell. If the examples of thoſe 
whom God ſopowerfully & fopenal. 
H_ will nor ſerve, irmay wefl 
out cuen in the iuſtice of God, that 


for the ſame cruelcie, their Ks 7g 
and grinding of the poore, andſciling 
them for old ſhooes,, that they ſhall be 
made examples for ſuch as do come 


after. 
Eq ' | The 


$6 Theſcondwſegchc. 


 Theſecond vfe of thus doftrine FOMEere 
ning penall dearh, © 


Tr may well ſerue to forewarne dif. 
ſolute and looſe livers, yea all ſuchas 
live accordingto their own luſt, giving 
themſclues, oucr , according..to, the 
ſwing ofcheir own nature;leſttheyalſo 
negleRingthe vic of Gods holy won 
and the vieof cheſc fearcfull examples, 
dogin atime,whenthey thinke nor, fall 
into, ſome. ,incuitable aud damnable 
Iudgerpenes, of Godt ft Miraculous 
Manner. t, , teh. | 


The Merteje of this FER concers x" 
SL ning penaltearh, | doped 


Forewarpeth all ſuch A8.arc fobieds, 
to ſubmitthem/clues no ſuchazargin 
authorigg quer:them,, as yaro is di- 


uine prdjpance of God. ar} -i3 66 
yh offs! ne concer- X 
£9 A ng ae ME 


Te mayſerue to admoniſh all farts 
— to demeane themſelues reue- 
zently , and conſcionably , towards al 

tne 


Th: #fth we of this doftrine. 57 
thezealous profeſſors of the Goſpell. 
"ou Phefifth vſe of this doftrine con- 
1122"! cerning the penall death. 
.[T admoniſherth all thoſe that are in 
auQoritie , to ſubmic themſelues duri= 
fylly., and: cuery: way religiouſly: ro+ 
wards God, astheywold their ſubieRs' 
ſhould do vnto them. eq >ilz 63 
' The ſecond mawrer, ſort and kind © 

er” ©) F, of death, to wit, A EY | 


. The natwralldeath is mare moderate; >: .i-.../'- 


more milde, and mote alluding to'the 
fauour of God; then the penailideathy 
becaulce:indeede>ithath rrefereneo' ro! 
the pramniſes of God, in Chriſt [Iefus?! 
by-whomthe guilt: of fine, and. the: 


condemnation 'of x the law rogether; 
withghe ting of deathyis qualifiedand: 


aafort, done away;leauing' indeed no; 
mprgto do, nor.toſgy, again(t :ſuch as, 


cantakehold of hispromiles, 'but one- 


lythe periſhing and deftroyinjafthac 


bady,ſÞ-naturally fubieRt coſfinne; Ac 


carding as: Pauleproclaimed,ina moſt 
comfaridble manner, in theſe words, 
; Death 


Rom.s5.:r. 


58 The ſecond kind of death, 


Death went ouer all men: in as much 
as al! men haue ſinned, as if he had 
ſaid , Such was the infinite mercie 
of God, and yet mingled with hisiu« 
Nice, that he would lay no more tothe 
charge of his choſen, then he- muſt 
needes by the open rules of rdigion, 
& reuealed word. Moſes in his defence 
eo the people of Iſrael concerning thar 
open rebellion of Corah and his com- 
pany, ſpeakes moſt diuinely , and moſt 
plainely,of this kinde of death-in theſe 


Numb.16, Words, If theſe men die the common 
29t0 36. deathof all men, or iftheſe bevifited 


withthe generall viſitation of all men, 
then the Lord hath nor ſent me. Avif 
he had faid, There is a fort or kind of 
death; which is naturall, which is vſu- 
all, and whichis rightly appertayning 
vnto the nature of mankinde ; and that 


' which A falles ourypon 
good and reaſonable deliberation, vp6 


orderly diſpoling of worldly affaires, & 
vpo rms. Ny of the body tobe 
buried. : This naturall. death which he 
calles the common death , and the ge- 
neral viſitation ofall men, Iob Pe. ie 


—— . mil. a w «a. rt, B* 


The ſecond kind of death. 59 


is as aricke of corne, which comes into lob. 5.26. 


the barne in due time. As if he had ſaid, 
This is the death indeede that is —_ 


maturitic,and ſeaſonableneſle; la,thhs 


 wehaveinquiredof ir, and ſoit is. A- 


gaine he ſaith to the (ame effeA:As 2 [ob.z4.14. 


ruſh catnot grow without mire,and as 15. 
graſſe without water can grow nolon- 
ger but withereth, though it be nor cnt: 
cuen {ſo man by nature liverth vorill 
nature be quire worne, and wholly cx- 
tinguiſhed, and when dicth though he 
were Bot touched nor medled withall 
inany fort ; which death is nothing fo, 
_ as the penal}. The man of God 
intiwating ſuch a: kinde of death, faid 


to Hezckiah Kiog of Iudah, Thouſhalt £,;.;81, 


not die with the ford, bur: thou ſhalt 
die-in. peace. Towu, thouſhalt not 
die che penall death, which is terrible 
and painefull;nos anivawonred deach, 
but. che common death, the generall 
viieationof allmen,to wit the naturall 
death. (ol 

This mater all death which is alto cal- 
ledabe common death, and the gene- 
rat yibtation of all men, hath by the 


reucaled 


6o Theyeaſon why ſome line long, 


reuealed word of God foure other in. 
ferior ſorts or kinds of death, whereof! 
muliditpoſe for methods lake after this 
manncr, 


I. C lotheir old age. }, 
2, C Some JInthcir nonage. 
2- ( dodie acer rags vþ 
4. 3, ... T$Suddenly, 


The firſt reaſon why ſome lie long, 


| Is drawnefrom the ſingular fauor of 
almightie God, in granting vnto ſome 
one amengſt many, that which 'mbis 
heart he ſpecially defireth. For amocigſt 
all things thac matt ſpecially defireth, 
there are principallrheſe two, to wit, 
health and wealth,” For wealth"a-man 
will beflow all his wits, all his-indeuor, 
all his tabour, all bis friends, and what- 
focuer elſe hepofſibly can deviſe : but 
for health, and thathe may hue long, 
he wilt beſtow all his wealth thatrwas 
ſoinduftriouſly, & ſo laboriouſly got- 
cen, and be contented to be counted a 
foale , yea a forlorne wretch, andto 
be indecede a begger at everie mans 
| | doore, 


T he reaſon why ſome line long. 61 


In- doore, alt the dayes of hislife . To be 
fl | breefe, as chaſtiryis a ſingular oift of 
his God,to one among(t ten thouſand, ſo 
long life is aſingular guift of God, to 
one amonelt ten thouſand. Salomon 
therefore fid,Old ape is'acrowne of Pro.16:31, 
glorie , wherein are two goodly and 
godly reſpects; one is, that a man may 
the beter & the more abundantly ga- 
ther riches , by looking more reſpe- 
Qiuely into the workes of God, and 


f tae end of his creation. For the longer a 
e man lives in a reaſonable kind of huſ- 
$ bandrie, the more his gaine and get- 
ting mul(} needes be. Although his re- 
? uenewes be bur ſmall, yet if he ger and 


, ſpare, here a licle and therea litle, in 
, continuance of time according to the 
old proucibe , Many a little makes 
a mickle - following the example 
of that lictle poore pilmire,, who ac- 
cording to her {mall (trength, and yet 

being diligent, hath againſt winter a pro. 6.6, 
great heape of prouihion; and being al- 
ſo proundident, ſhe painefully nibleth 
the heads of euery graine, leli they 
ſhould grow, and ſo her labor loſt. The 
Maieſtic 


62 Thereaſon why ſome line lows. 


Majeſtic of God to ſet forth his renew. 
ed Joue towards Iudah, and ITerufalen, 
ſaid thus : Their men fhall live & 
long as that they ſhall go by a ſtaffe, As 
there is no commandement that hath 
any promiſe, but the honouring of pa- 
rents: fo there isno ſuch reward plea- 
ting to any man as to live long: there. 
fore God made promiſe thercof tothe 
that keepe his commandement. What 
2 Kiog, 3- temporal blefling did the Lord beſte 
14. on David, for a reward , who was a 
man accordingto his owne heart, but 

long life?as the holy Gholt teſtifierh, he 

x King, 1: lived ſo long that he could live no lon- 
I. ger, nature was quite extinguiſhed in 
him, This was alſo a reward ſpecially, 

Gen.5.1.to beſtowed vpon the ten holy Fathers, 
theend. Hefore the loud. Thus ſhall mer! be 
enabled with their hands, to performe 

the defire of their hearts , in contribu- 
ting vnto the necefſitic of the Saints., 

Deat-37. 2+ Abraham alſo had for Iris temporarie 
blefling, an hundred and twenty yeares 

life, cnenin his old age he was care- 

full ro fulfill che worke of the Lord fo 

long, as he faid that he could go no 

more 


Zach. $. 4. 
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more out, and in. Length of life, faith Dent, 11.9, 


Moſes,isa reward for keeping of Gods 
comandements : they then thar keepe 
not Gods commandements , ſhall be 
guilty of Gods iudgmecs for the ſame, 
andalſo forthe time, which they haue 
miſ-ſpent. | 

Theother ſþeciall and moſt principallre- 
fpeft of long life, is that ſuch men mighe 
alſo gather ſpirituall riches. For as by 
little and little, men come to beſtored 
with the things of this world, ſpecially 
ifit be long continued : euen ſo bythe 
continuall keeping of the Sabborh,b 
the often reading and hearing of Gods 
word,by,yſual praiers,by often reitera- 
ting with thankefulnes the mercies of 
God, & ſuch like, men may grow & in- 
creaſe moſt richly and abundantly , in 
the things that concernes a better life, 


| If theincreaſe be bur as Eſai the Pro- 
pher ſaith, here aline, and there aline, Eſai.z8.re. 


to wit, alictle at onetime, and alicrle at 
another, either gotten or ſaucd, To 


Which purpoſe Job ſaith, In length of 1gb.ra.r2." 


dayes there is wiſdome, and amongſt 
the ancient there is vaderſtanding. 


There- 


64 Why ſome ate tn their uor-age. 
Thereforc the holy man Dauid alt his 
life long. followed the counſel} and 
directions of the ancient, and there- 
by proſpered. Ir is a matter ordinarily 
expected tromold men , that they ha- 
uing ſuch an extraordinarie fauor at 
Gods hand , ſhould not onely be able 
well and wiſely tro gouerne themſelues, 
bur alſo well and wiſely to goterne 
others, 


T he ſecond reaſon, why ſome do ke m = 


thetr mnoritic and non-age. 
The anſwer us fourefold. 


The firſt is drawine from Gods ex- 
ceeding preat mercy in Chriſt towards 
tome to whom he imputerh nor linne, 
fortheir goodeveitin this world, that 
they ſhould not ſee, ndr heare ofrhoſe 
lawentable calamities, & wofull judg- 
ments thatſhonld fall ypon them,with 
wht they ſometimes lined. His Maie- 
Ric duly redering the good Uripohiis, 
the-mild affetton, & render mclinatio 
of all ſuch people, takes them there- 
fore before hand into bis glortouspro- 

241 ecction, 


a 4. 
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The ſecond reaſon. 6&5 


teRion, that they ſhould not be gree- 
ved with the Hght nor hearing of thoſe 
matters. Accordingly ſaith Efai the 
Propher, The righteous {hall be taken 
away from the cuill ro come : thatis as 
much to ſay, Some of Gods deare chil- 
dren ſhall not liueto ſce and heare the 
miſeries which ſhall come vpon thoſe 
whom they do fo highly loue. Marke 
the vpright man, & bchold the iuſt, the Plal-37.37, 
end of that man is peace. So itis ſaid of 
lIcroboams ſonne, he only of Icroboam 1.King.14, 
ſhall come to the graue, becauſe in him 13417: 
there is found ſome goodnes rowards 
the Lord God of Iſrael. As ifit had bin 
faid, He onely of that houſe fhall go to 
his graue in peace, becauſe he ſhall nor 
ſee the deſolation that ſhall come vpon 
the land, So alſo was it ſaid of Ioftas, 
as if it were in the proper perſon of 
God, in theſe words; I will gatherthee 2.King.zz, 
to thy fathers houſe, thou ſhalc be put 70: 
inthy prauc in peace, and thine eyes 
ſhall nor ſee the euill thatT will bring 
vpon this place. Though rhey were Wifd.r.13. 
foone dead , yer fulfilled thry much 214- 
time : as ifhe had ſaid, They did much 

'& eloric 


2.57.1 


66 T he ſecond reaſon. 
=_ to God, and much comfort to 


is Saints in that litle time wherin they 
lived. 


The ſecond anſwer , why ſome do 
die m their non-age or 
minoritie. 


It is drawn from the mercifull good- 
neſſe of God in Chriſt Icſus, inbrin- 
ing them more ſpeedily out of this 
world into their heauenly inheritance, 
For by how much the ſooner he taketh 
them out of this world, by ſo much the 
ſooner he bringeth them into their wi- 


Heb, 11.14 ſhedpoſleflion, Godprouiding better 


things for them. In the praycr which 
Chriſt our aduocate hath framedfor vs, 
we are taught fpecially to deſire the 
ſpeedie entrance into this our heauenly 
inheritance, in theſe words, Thy king- 
dome come. And withall for the bet- 
ter enabling, propping , & comforting 
of his people with patience, toabide 
chetime,he ſaith in a figurative ſpeech, 


Cant.2.3.co Behold , he cometh leaping vpon the 


mountaines , and skipping vpon the 
hils like a young Roe, or as a young 


ki. Ld » ""——_ Wwe wy tte IA - bd 
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The third reaſon, 67 
Hart. Iob ſpeaking ofthe beſt eſtate of 


man living in this world, faith thuss __ 
While his fleſh is'vpon him, he ſhall be 19Þ-14-23. 
forrowfull ; and whiles his ſoule is in 

him, he ſhall mourne. 


The third anſwer why ſome do die in 


their minoritie, 


It is the ſinne ofthe parents , or beſt 
affeRed friend of him that dieth, whoſe 
death is to him a puniſhment. For as 
generally amongſt parents,there is no- 
thing more grieuous , nothing more 
irkeſome, then the death of their yong 
children; ſpecially ſuch as are tractable: 
ſo is there no puniſhment ſo counter- 
uailable as the death of ſuch children. 
Naomi, when her husband & her two 
fonnes were dead,faid vnto her daugh- - _ 
ter in Iaw : The hand of the Lord is Ruth-1.13, 
gone out againſt me,the almightyhath 31+ 

wen me much bitternes. The widdow 
of Sarepta,wheE her yong ſon was dead 
cried,& ſaid to Eliah; Artthou come to 1.King.17, 
call my finnes to remethbrance, and ro 199 20. 
ſlay my ſonne? As if ſhe had ſaid, I ſee 
the preatnes of my finves againſt God, 

F 2 by 


Hebit1r-33 


Phil. 2.25. 
26,27. 


Pla.191,8. 


63 T he faurth reaſon. 


by the greatneſſe of my puniſhment, 
which , by taking away my ſonne, his 
Maieſtic hath inflicted vpon re. The 
fame Prophecin his interceſſion farther 
ſaid; O Lord God, halt thov puniſhed 
this widdow by killing her ſonne? Asif 
he had ſaid, O Lord do not lo : the 
world was not worthy of them, the fins 
of worldly men deſerue them nor, Lord 
do not lay her finnes ſo heauily to her 
charge.Saint Paul ſaid,thar the recoue- 
ric ot Epaphroditus out of his mortall 
ſickeneflc, imparted the mercie of God 
towards him, leſt he ſhould hauc had 
ſorrow ypon ſorrow, 


T he fourth reaſon why ſome do die tw 


their mmoritie. 


It is the extreme wickedneſſe and 
outrage that ſome would grow intoa- 
gainſt God and his Saints, ifthey were 
{uffcred to live, To which purpoſe his 
holy Maieſtic ſaith, I wil deſtroy all the 
wicked of the land, that I may cut offal 
the workers of iniquitie from the citic 
ofthe Lord. As-if he had ſaid , I will 
preuent by death the yngodly deter- 

mina* 


The third queſtion, 6g 
mination of gracelefſe men, they ſhall 
not live ſo long as to do villany againſt 
my people, 

The third queſtion why ſome do die 
langmiſhiagly, 
1t ts an(wered threefold. 


Firſt, tro declare that the vie of Phi- 
ficke, Chirurgeric and ſuch like meanes 
arenought worth, and to nopurpoſe, 
when as God denieth the vertue there- 


of, To make men know that the beſt 


meanes,and the effeRs thereof, are twa 

diſtinct things, Almightie God in his 

irefull ſpeech tothe Egyprians, ſaith 

thus, Take balme, 0 virgine daughcer je, ,6.x1, 
ofEgypt, and in vaine ſhalt thou vie 

many medicines,for thou ſhalt haue no 

healch. He ſpeakes againe by the ſame 
Prophet afcer this manner, Thy bur-,,... 
ſtings are incurable, and thy wounds 
dolorous, there are no plaifters, nor 
medicines,nor helpe for thee. 


F 2 The 


90 T he ſecond anſwer . 


The ſecond anſwer why ſome do die 
| languiſhingly, 


Is drawne from the fatherly care 
of Almightie God , who knowing 
whercunto ſome of his children are 
inclined, and naturally addiRed,accore 
dingly he keepes them vnder , heflill 
diſables them from the performance of 
that they wold, even in matters hurtful 
to their owne ſoules. As anatyrall fas 
ther tenderly affeAing the good ofhis 
ſonne,whom he ſecethro take head, & 
make way to ſpend all, ſometimes he 
threatens him ſore, ſometimes he beats 
him ſhaxply,at other times he feeds him 
with hard fare,now & then he cloathes 
him with ragged apparrell , and alway 
keepes him without mony,Or as amo- 
ther intending to weane her child from 
thebreaſt, lets him crie much; ifthat 
wil notdo,ſhe annoints it with worm- 
wood or ſuch like , euen ſo God deales 
with ſome ſuch as are ſtubborne or like 
to = diſobedient, hekeepes them 
vnder with many ſtrange deuices , and 
doth diſable them eucrie where, & at al 


times : 
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T he ſecond anſwer. 7I 


times from doing that they would , to 
the hurt of thelelues.Thepere grination 
of the people of Iſrael fro Egypt to Ca- 
naan,was through the molt vaſte,deep, 
and dangerous places of all the world; 
and ſometimes through goodly val. 
leyes, by pleaſant rivers, and ſuch like 
places of contentment : ſometimes in 
great penurie & ſcarcenefſle of all good 
things|, and ſometimes in great plentie 
of ceucrie thing; & thus with vncertain- 


ties, mutabilitics, liking & diſliking qo. Numz.1 


yeares together before they came into 
the promiſed land, notreſting in any 
one good place one whole yeare, inter- 
mingling one withanother. Eueſois it 
with m, people, ſpecially ſuch of the 
as his Mai wah will not trauel 


rightly the right way. Moſes ſaid, God 


ledthem 4o yeares inthe wildernes, to ng... 


trieche,to humblethem,to know;whar 
was in their hearts. God ſaid by the 


mouth ofhis Prophet thus , Although Ttcr.zo.11, 


Ihaueſtriken thee with the wound of 
an enemie, and with a ſharpe chaſtiſe- 
ment, becauſe thy ſins were increaſed, 
Iwill correQtthee, but nor vtterly cur 

F 4 thee 


3 Sam. 7. 
I; 


Heb.12,6. 


73 The third reaſon, 
thee off. So God ſaid to Dauid con- 


cerning Salomon his ſonne , If he fin 
I will chaſtiſe him with the roddes of 
the children of men, buriny mercy will 
I not viterly take from him, Whomthe 
Lord loucth, faith the holy Author to 
the Hebrues, he chaſtiſcth, & he ſcour- 
eth euery ſonne that he recciueth, We 
= a famous cxample in Dauid, who 
if God had not humbled with continu- 
all perſecution, it is certaine he would 
haue driuen Saul yiolcutly our of his 
kingdome. | | 
The third reaſon why ſome do die 
langniſhtn gy 
As the former proceeded from the 


mercic of God towards thoſe whom 
he would reforme : {o in this we-ſhall 


finde the iccuitable juſtice of God vp- 


_ on the wicked, every way diſabling 


2.5am.3s 


and putting them downe from their in- 
tents and enterpriſes,, keeping them 
at a low rate, and as it were at a 
ſcantling. He deales with them,as with 
the houſe of Ioab the murtherer; neuer 
without running iſſues, neuer wihew 

ric 
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The fourth reaſos, 73 


the leprofie, or one that leancth on a 
taffe,or doth fall on the {word,or lack- 

eth bread. So God laid he would deale 

with the people Itracl, if they would 
notkeepe his commandemets, in theſe 

words: The Lord wil make thy plagues Devur.29. 
wondertull, and of long continuance, 59+ : 
fare diſcales,and of long durance.Such 4 
a writing was brought to Iechoram | 
King of Iudah, ſcomthe Lord, becauſe 

of his Idolatrie, contayning this effe&; 

Thou ſhalt be in great diſeaſes, in thy » Chro.21. 
bowecles day by day. Ahaziah King of 12 t016. 
Iudah was diſabled with a leprofic for "—_ 7 
ever. | 


The fourthreaſonwhy ſome do die 
ſuddenly or inflantly, hath the(e 
two reſpefts. 


The firſt reſpect is the matter where- 
with chey die. Some die withold age as 
did Dauid; ſome with long endured 
fickneſſe ; ſome with the eminency of 
theplace which miniſtreth preſent dan- 
ger and death, as a ſhip againſt the 
rocks, a wilderneſle of wilde beaſts, a 
ſtorchouſe of gunpouder. Sometimes 


in 


Mar.25.3. 


74 Theg.reaſon of ſudden death. 


in reſpet of Gods ſudden decree, bes 
cauſe the Lords breath is in his no- 
firels. 

Sometimes being occaſioned from 
a naturall cauſe , which learned Phy. 
fitios ſay, doth ariſe ab apoplexia,a lop- 
page in the head, or a vomnda pulmory, 
aſuffocation in the lungs, or elſe aſin- 
cope vel cardiaogme, from the Romacke 
or heart. All which is common both to 
good and bad men, to the ivſt and yn- 
wſt : and that which neuer gives war- 
ning , nor knowledge, any manner of 
way formerly tobe prevented byphy- 
ficke,and therefore rightly called Aors 
repentina, a ſuddenandan voprouided 
death. 

The ſecond reſpeRt is the manner or 
difference betwixt both. The bad and 
vniuft man dieth ſuddenly , how long 
ſoeucr he liveth,and what warnings ſo- 
euer he hath, becauſe of his vnprepa- 
redneſſe, like the fooliſh virgins : or 
like the vniuſt and careleſſe Reward. 

The good and vpright man who 
feares the Lord, andrules himſelfe ac- 


cording to his lawes, is alwaies ypon 
his 


T he 1.vſe of naturall death. 75 


his guard , like the good houſeholder, 


who knowes on a night ſuddenly his 
houſe ſhall be broken vp: and like 
thoſe wiſe virgins alwaies in a readi- 
neſſe , euer looking for death, This re- 
ſcblance of both was in the old world; 
Noah was well prepared,the reſt were 
nothing at all. 

The eight wſes that we are tromake 
of this doctrine, concerning the natu- 
rall death,which is the common death, 
and the generall viſitation of all men. 


T he firſt uſe concerning the na- 
tural death. 


It ſerueth to reprove old men, who 
either idlely or riotouſly ſped their pa- 


trimonies, and their parents portions, 


The holy Prophet Hoſea ſaith, Gray Hole 7:5. 


haires are here and there, vpon him, 
and he knowes itnot: to wit, the aged 
man confiders not, the old man whoſe 
life is almoſt ended remembers not,he 
thinkes vpon time enough to be go 
ting and ſparing, which is yet left be- 
hinde; he deuiſeth vpon many more 
yeares, & ſo gocth onyntill his ſtregrh 
faileth 


Lam. 3-27. 


Eccle. 1 2. 
1,:.i0 8. 


1 Timo. 5. 
$, 
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faileth him, and he purpoſeth co bring 
many matters vnto good-effe, euen 
by his wits, when as indeede with his 
trength, his ſenſes will faile him. Ther- 
fore Icremy the Prophet ſaid, It is 
good for a man to beare the yoke in his 
youth. Icis expedient that he do take 
paines in his profeſſion while he may, 
left when he ſhould giue, he be enfor- 
ced to take, Salomon not onely for 
matters of {aluation, but alſo for mar- 
ters of this life, doth exhort very ear- 
neltly, particularly & plainly,thus: Re- 
meber thy maker in chy youth, whiles 
the cuil dayes come not,nor the yeares 
approch wherein thou ſhalt fay,, I 
haue no pleaſure in them. To conclude 
with that pathericall ſaying of Saint 
Paul, It there be any man that proui- 
deth not for his owne, namely forthem 
of his houſchold, he denieth rhe faith, 
and is worſe then an infidell ; the ho- 
norable age is not that which is meaſu- 
red by time, neither that which is mea- 
ſured by the number of yeares : but 
wiſdome is the gray haire, & an vndefi- 
Icdlife is the old age. As ifhe had ſaid, 
I; 
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The ſecond vfe. 77 - 


Te isnot the age of any man, how old 
ſoeuer , that deſerues reverence and 
ſpeciall account amonglt men : buric 
isthe knowledg of God,and an vnre- 
proueable life. 


The ſecond vic concernmng the 
naturall death. 


It ſerueth to reproue thoſe who by 
their ouer much care, and exccſiue la- 
bors, haue gotten much wealth, al- 
way getting, cuer ſparing , neuer ſpen- 
ding,accounting from ten tothe hun- 
dred, and from the hundred to the 
thouſands , for euery of their chil- 
dren; yea and many times(hauing nei- 
ther ſonne nor daughrer ) they know 
not for whom: and yet in all this time 
and amonelt all this wealth, having 
nothing at all for themſclues againſt 


the day of the Lord, hauing indeede 
neither oyle nor lampes. Much like the 


glutts that fared delicioutly every day, Luk.16.19. 


& gorgeouſly apparelled : but inward- 
ly for his ſoule he was more milerable 
thenany, andas the poore begger at 
his doore outwardly, So commonly at 

deaths 


=J The 3. vfe of naturall death, 


deathes doore the wicked parteth with 
all ioyes: and there the godly recciues 
it. 


The third wſe concerning the 
naturall death, 


It ſerueth to reproue all ſuch parents, 
who hauing a ſonne or a daughter ta> 
ken from | aka by death in his minori- 
ty, they donot whe to heart nor thinke 
= extraordinary care, the greedy pri- 
ping, the intollerable ſhiftes, and the 
manifold deuices which they vied to 

et worldly wealth and preferments 
Pr him. So that they euer kept from 
their heart, or for the moſt part, all con» 
ſcionable care of trayning him vp in 
the fearc and nurtour ofthe Lord,loas 
he might be a neceſſary member in 
Churck or comon mor? 4 They confi- 
dernot, neither can they be made to 
thinke,much leſſe to belecue, that God 
rooke him away for their puniſhment. 
And for this cauſe alfo God takes a- 
way another, and ſo another of their 
beſt and deareſt children, leaving ſuch 
parents, cither none atall, orclſe ſuch 
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The 4.vſeof natarall death. 79 


as are gracelefle, and without hope to 

be any comfort vnto them. If parents 

out of their naturgll affeion, or out of 
Gods word, would but imagine whac 
adolefull day, what a ſorrowfull fight, 
and a galling griefe it would bevaco 

them ,to ſee one child after another 

ſuffer the bitter paines and pangs of 
death,& then being dead to be doubt- 

full of their ſaluation - ſuch parents 

tmighr the better and the ſooner (ee, & 

take knowledg of their finnes towards 

their poore children, and ſo by true re- 
pentance be turned vato the Lord. 


The fourth wſe concerning the 
naturall death. 


Itſerueth to reproue thoſe who our 
of their ouer abounding naturall af- 
feftion towards their children, arene- 
ver prepared to part with their chil- 
dren, no not though they be to change 
their company , {M the company of 
God himſelfe , and the company of o« 
thers their brothers and filters, for the 
company of the holy Saints and An+ 
gels in heauen. And their worldly ri- 


ches, 


gg The fifth voſ, e 


ches, for the true treaſures purchaſtb 
the precious bloud of Ictus Chriſt, And 
this becauſe that either they want 
knowledge, or faith. 


T he fift wſe concerning the 
watxrall death, 


It ſerueth to reproue thole who liue 
ſo ſecurely and ſo carcleſly , as ifthey 
had made a coucnant with death, vntill 
an appointed day: or as if they could 
keepe death away fo long as they 
would, orartleaſt give themtclues law- 
full warning. Vpon theſe comes the 
day of the Lord ſuddenly , not in re- 
ſpect of God, but in reſpect of them- 
ſelues,being vnprouided.By how much 
they want of that they ſhould hauea- 
oainſt his coming , or by how little 
they feare death, by ſo much the more 
terrible and fearcfull dearth is vnto 
them, 


The frxth uſe Concernms t he 
nataralldeath. 


It ſeructh to reproue thoſe who 
arrogate to much vnto tlic worthi- 


nefle 


The ſixt vſe. 8x 


| neſſe of the meanes,, attributing that 
1 | © vertue vnto them,which indeede is due 
ynto God; as in the time of ſickneſle, 
ro phylicke, ſurgery and ſuch like, No 
maruell though they languiſh in their 
diſeaſes, and no man able to helpe the, 
What was the ouerthrow of ſo many 
F thouſands of the Iſraelits,& the taking 
y away of the Arke of God by the Phi- 1.5am.g.5. 
T litine>? was it not becauſe they relied 
F tomuch vpon the arke?as appeared by 
their ſhooting and loud reioycing , as 
, though heauen and carth rang toge= 
ther, Ieremie ſpeaketh ofthem at ano- 
ther time, how they vanted and boaſted 
oftheir temple, faying, The remple of Jer.7.4, 
h the Lord, the Temple of the Lord: 
therefore the Lord gave their Temple 
Fo toberanſacked andruinated by Nebu- Pamr.t- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon. Ieremie 


's | likewiſe peakingof the pride and pre- 
ſumpruſneſſe of the Egyptians, who in 
their firength and multitude of theic 
men,concludcd molt infallibly the vt- 
ter overthrow of the people of Iſrael: x,y, . 
F They come, faith he. like floods and ri- | 


js uers, with raging horles, ſwift chariots, 
ſe G Blacke- 


$2 The 7.and 8.wſes. 


Blackemores and Libians to ſhoots 
and to beare ſhields, yer all in vaine, 


The ſeuenth ve concerning the natu« 


rall kind of death. 


It ſerueth to reproue thoſe who do 
derogate from the worthineſle of the 
meanes, Which God in his mercie hath 
ordained in his Church and common. 
wealthyto be in him,and for him, or as 
in his (tcad, helpers & comforters vnto 
his people : as inthe time of fickneſle, 
not to ſeek to the Phylitia, they rather 
ſcoffe and ſcorne them,and they deride 
their profeſſion, Theſe indecd , asthe 
former,are acceſlaric to their owne c6» 
tinuall diſeaſes , languiſhing maladies, 
and in the end, to their owne death: 
not becauſe that they thereby do di- 
rely ſhorten their liues , but becauſe 
that they do fruſtrate,ſo much as in the 
lieth,the holy ordinices of God, which 


arc ioyned with his decree, 


The eight wſe concerning the nat#- 
rall death. 


Ie ſerueth to reproue thoſe who run 
into 


The 3,generall, and inferioy forts, $3 


into eminent dangers & places of con- 
tagion; they auoid not when they may 
conveniently, outragious elements , as 
fire, water, and ſuchlike: or cfiterpriſe 
ro performe ations, which ftand not 
either with their wits, or with their a- 
bilities. 


The 3.generall ſort manner or kind of 
death, to wit, the unnatu«= 
rall dea [ h , 


The wnvatrnrall death. is that which is 
more violent , more abhorring nature, 
more croſle and contiarie to the lawes 
& ordinances of God, A kind of death 
whichproceedeth from mans ſelfe, or 
rather a death inſtigated by the divell: 
meerely derogatiue to the Majeſtic of 
Gods gouernment, diſhonoutable to 
his name, & by the reucaled word, im- 
peachfull ro the ſaluation of the ſoules 


of ſuch. An vntimely and an vnſeaſo- 


nable death, 


Under this kind of death there are 4. 
other infer ſorts. 


Firſt, when a man kiUlerh himſelfe vna- 
G2 WATCF, 


24 The firſt queition. 


wares,or againſt his will, as Ahaziah king 
2,King.1.6 of Iracl did with a fall. 

Secondly, when a man ks himſelf 
x Sam.31.4 wittwrgly and willingly , as Saul did with 
25am.17+ his owne ſword;zas Achitophel hanged 
TE; himſelfc ; and as Zimry did, that bucne 

ng.16, : 
13. himſclfe. 

Thirdly,when a mi z5 killed by another 
unwittingly and unwillingly , not having 
hared him before; for whoſe ſaftetic 
God appointed cities ofrefuge. 

Fourthly,when a man « wittingly and 
2.52337 willingly keled by another , as Abner was 


Nu.35.22- 
Iol 20.2.3 


_— __ by Ioab,and as Amaſa was. 
T he firſt queſtion concerning the ma- 
ner ofthe unnaturall death. 


Why itis, or how it comes to paſſe, 
that ſome vnwittingly and ——_ 
do kil and deſtroy themſclues, yea wit 
theirattand deed, ſome hang them- 
ſeclues , ſome burne themſclues , ſome 
drowne themſelues,and ſuchlike man» 
ner of ennaturall dearh? 

This kind of vnnaturall executions 
happeneth many cimes on the iuſt, as 
well as on the yniuſt,vpon the wiſe , 28 

ypoo 
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ypon the fooliſh;vpon therich as vpon 
the poore., 


The anſwer therefore ts twofold, one 
concerning the ungodly, the other 
concerning the godly. 


That which concernes the vngodly, 
is , when any ſuch man or woman vn- 
wittingly puts or brings himſelfe into 

erillous places,purs humſelfe co death 

y his owne a& and deed. Ir pro- 
ceedeth from the vpright iuftice of 
God, ruling and oucr-ruling man, how 

uiſſant, and how outragious focuer;he 
= making him in deſpite of his heart, 
& wholly againſt his will,to do that to 
himſelfe which ſhal be to his owne de- 
firuftion,and againſt nature. To which 
purpoſe God ſpeakes by his Propher, 


vnto the wicked, in thele words; I will [cr.20,31. 


make thee to be a terror vnto thy ſelfe, 
andto thy friends. And by a phraſe of 
ſpeech, as from him who hath ſuffered 
_ Ro , ſaying tothe wrong 

oer, I will make thee vndo char again 
Which thou haſt don vnto me, although 
thou diddeſt it by another : I will wy, 


G 3 thee 
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ler. 5.9. 


86 The firſt anſwer. 
thee vndo itthy lelfe, and with thine 
owne hands. Aﬀcr this manner it is 
ſaid , that God doth ſurcharge the 
wicked , who ſometimes haue over- 
ruled ard turcharged his people. As 
for example , Paul and Silas havin 
bene wrongfully imprifoned,and lore- 
ly whipped by the governors of Phi- 
lippi , a famous citic in Macedonia, 
they ſent their Sergeants, ſaying, Ler 
thele men go. Nay verily ſaid they, we 
haue bene beaten openly yncondem- 
ned,'and now would they pur vs away 
priuvily?but let them come and bring vs 
out. So they came and brought them 
out, and prayed them and defired them 
to depart. Likewiſe he ſaith by his Pro- 
phet Ieremie to the people of Iiracl,As 
ye haue worſhipped (trance gods in 
your owne land , fo ſhall ye worſhip 
ſtrange gods in another land. As if he 
had ſaid, Whereas in your owne coun- 
try you would worſhip idols whether 
would or not, nowl will make you do 
thelike in another lad whether you wil 
or not;how hurtfull and loathſome ſo- 
ever it be vato you, yctI will enforce 
you 
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you. Abſolon, who was apublike enes 25am. 18, 
mie tothe crowne of Iudah.& a deadly 9.10, 
enemie to the king hisfather, by his 
owne at and deed vawillingly , and a- 
eainſt his heart and mind hung himſelf, 
King Pharaoh hauing drowned man 
of Go 's people in Egypt,by the iuttice 
of God vpon him, vawittingly and vn» 
willingly drowned himlelte and his 
hoſt.euen by his own at and deed. The 
Moabites miſtaking the element of wa- 2King. 3. 
ter for bloud, became ſecure and care- 22. 23, 
leſſe, and thertore vawiticngly and vn- 16:17. 
willingly , and yet by their owne act & 

deed, they tell vpoa the ſword of their 

enemies. Wherin God ſhewed that cue 

by the ſelte fame matter wherwith the 
Iſraelites werecomforted and celieued, 

the.r encmies were confounded and 
diſcomfited:wherewith a man {innecth, Wiſcrr.13. 
cuen by the ſame God viually puniſh- 
eth. And as Samuel ſaid vnro Agag 
the king of Amaick , As thy ſword p 
hath made many women childlefle, e- y — 
uen ſo ſhall thy mother be childleſle of " 

thee among other women. 


Exo.14.26, 
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2.Samn. 4-- 
19.20.3I. 


1.5am.25. 
37s 


2 King, 4 
18.39.40, 
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838 Ther.anſweru threefold. 


The ſecond anſwer conrerning the godly, 
who unwittiagly and varillingly do 
by their owne at and deed kill 
and deſtroy them/rluecs gs 
threefold. 


© Thefirſt ſortare thoſe , who being 
ſurpriſed with ſorrower and anguih of 
heart:as Eli, who hauing hauing heard 
chat both his ſonnes were. ſlainc bythe 
Philiſtims, and fpecta!ly that che Arke 
was taken, he fell back out of his chaire 
and brake his necke. Likewiſe Phineas 
wife, when ſhe heard ſuch newes of the 
Arke,pained & died, &©0 Nabal haning 
heard by his wife what Dauid hadin- 
tended, with ſorrow his hart dicd with- 
in him,and he was like a ttone. 

The ſccond fort miſt 1m the v/c of the 
good creatures of God , and their owne 
ſtrength, do vnwittingly & vawilling- 
ly deſtroy rthelſelues : lo did the Shuna- 
mits ſonne with ouermuch hcate in his 
head. Sodid the children of the Pro- 
phets,who in Read of pothcarbs gathe- 
red wilde gourds, and therewith had 
poyloned themſclues,had not the ” 
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phet miraculouſly and ſpeedily holpen 
them. 

The third fort being ouercome with 
drowſmeſſe and ſtupiditie of nature do vn- 
wittingly & vawillingly,euen by their 
owne act and deed kil: rhetclues:fo did 
Eutychus, who fleeping at Saint Pauls a&.:o.g. 
ſermon fell out of an high window,lo 
that he was dead. 

The ſecond queſtion, Why ſome kill 
and defiroy themſclues,lo diuerſly and 
ſo many wayes,and that wittingly and 
willingly, as by their owne act and 
deede. 

The anſwer is of foure ſorts. 


The firſt ſort who kill and deſtroy them- 
ſelues wittinaly and willingly, 


Arethoſe who,through the i9norance 
of God that is inthem, do not know 
whether there be an hell or a heaven. 
Of which ignorance, Saint Paul ſpca- 
keth thus:The naturall man perceiueth 1 Cor.2.14. 
not thethings that be of God; they are 
ſpiricuall , but he is carnall, It may be 
laid vnto them, as Chrilt ſaid vnco Pe. 
ter, Thou fauoreſt nor the things that Mar.8,zz. 
be 


90 The. ſort of ſelfe-killers. E 
be of God, but the things that be of 


met. 


T he ſecond ſort who ki! and deſtroy 
themſelues wittingly and 
willingly, 


Arethoſe whoin the iultice of God 
for their vapemtencie and reprobate mans. 
ner of behamor, having the eyes of their 
vnderitanding ſhut vp, their ſenſes ta- 
ken away for the time, their wittes not 
their owne, their memory gone, Of 
which kind of benumming Saint Paul 

Rom.r.24. ſvcakes to the Romans; and prayeth 
to thee.d. for the reſtoting of the Epheſians, to 
Ephe.1.18. yyir : that the eyes of their vnderftan» 
ding might be open*<d. The Aramites 
being in this reprobate ſenſe , having 
2 King.s, their eyes of vnder{tading ſhut vp, wet 
28.19, into Samaria, where was their mortall 
enemie the King of I{rael;when as they 
thought to haue gone home vnto their 
maſtcrand King. In like manner, Ne- 
Dani. 4.30» bucadnezerthe King, of Babyls, being 
37. allo in this teper by the vpright juſtice 
of God, went out of his pallace from 
amonglt his Nobility, ypon his _ 
all 
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and feete, into the fields amongſt his 

beaſts, where he continued as a _ 
.yeares. Saul, as he thought, was ſafe, | 

6.008 his ſpeare at his RL ich Ab- = = 

nerthe Lord Generall, and the people 18. 

ouarding him round about; but God 

{ent a dead ſleepe vpon them, where- 

by David went in, and brought forth 

the Kings ſpeare, & might haue ſlaine 

him, No man faw it nor marked it, nei- 

ther did any awake, fo bewitched they 

were of their ſenfe., 


The third ſort who kill and deſtroy 
themſelues witting ly and 
willingly, 


Are thoſe who from an exceeding 
diſtruſt of Gods mercies, hauing long 
lJaviſhed in an abominable life, & neg- 
letedal the meanes of their faith, the 
conclude deſperately wita themſelues. 
Much like the foure leprous men, ar the King. 7. 
gates of Samaria, who ſaid one to ano- 3:45: 
ther, If wetaric here we ſhall die; if we 
go into the citie we ſhall die: come, let 
vs go into thethertents of the Aramits; 
ifthey fauc our lives, we ſhall liue; and 

if 
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if they kill vs we are but dead: and ay 
2 Kivg.6. the King of Iſracl ſhamefully ſaid, This 
33+ euill comes from the Lord, ſhall Iat- 
tend ypon tne Lord any longer? Ta 
themand to all luch it may be ſaid, as 
Elias ſaid ro Ahab King of 11;ael, 
1 King.2zt. Thou haſt fold thy ſelte to worke wice 
20. kedneſle. Thus theſe men betraying 
all ſuccors that reaſon offers, they ler 
cuery member or members againſt a- 
Tudg,7-22- nother, Iike the {word of the Midianits 
ruſhcd into the bowels one of another: 
the ſouleagainlt the body, & the body 
apainſt the ſole,al things vp{ide downe 
Exo.14-25. };ke the chariots of Pharo,the wheeles 
a6 vpuward,and the bodies downeward; 
greatly afraid where no fearc was, like 
a lion who maſtering al other bcaſftsin 
the forreſt, quakes and trembles at the 
crowing of acocke. Orratherlike the 
Pro.z8.1, damned indede , flying when none 
7s purſueth; they are ſtriken with faintnes 
17.36, Of heart, with the ſound orſhakingof 
Dcut.23, alcafe, and with cowardlineſſe to hide 
28. themſclues in caues,in pits,and in dens, 
1.5aM. 13. from a ſword. All theſe being former- 
” ly knowne vnto God, for the manner 
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of their behaviour, his Maieſtie de- 
creed vpon the manner of their death, 
not as it was in him, but as it would be 
in them. As the diuell did put into the 


| heart of Tudas to betray Chriſt his ma» 


ſter,lo the diuellputeth into the hearts 
of thoſe to betray chemſclues, Ko 


The fourth ſort who kill and deſtroy 
themſelues wittingly and 


willing th, 


Arethoſe who do not onelynegleRt 
all good meanes, and opportunicies 
thereunto : bur alſo voluntarily con- 
temne it.treade it vnder feete,and with 
fierce affeftion following their owne 
wayes:of whom Iercmy ſpeakes repre- 
henhwely after this maner, as it were in 
the proper perſon of the almightie 
God. My people have committed two lere.2.1a. 
evils, they have forſaken me the well 23: 
of life, and haue diged vp puddles of 
their owne. As Pontius Pilate deliue- Luke. 2ts 
red Teſus vnto the common people, to *# 
do with him what they would : euen 
ſotheſe ina fort do deliuer vp moſt vn» 
naturally their bodies and their ſoules 
vato 


94 The 3. queſtion of ſelfe-killess, 
vnco the diuell, to do with them what 

Luk.z1.14. he will. They fall vpon the edge of the 
ſword, ro wit, into eminent and ineyi- 

Tudg.9.54. table dangers. As Abimelech being 
brayned by a woman,called haſtily yn- 
to his page, Draw thy ſword and ſlay 
me , thatit be nor ſaid. that a wo- 
man ſlue me: cuen ſo do they thatin 
their difireſſes do not relie ypon Gods 
direQions. As the waters preuailed & 
increaſed ouer all high mountaines, fo 
doth the diuell increaſe and multiply 
finne vpon linne in the ynpemitent per- 
ſon,making him varecouerable to god- 
ward, 


The third queſtion concerning thoſe 
that do wittingly and Trillngly kill 
. and deſtroy one another. 


The Prophet Malachi wondering at 

ſuch vnnaturalnefle, queſtioneth after 

Mal.z, this maner: Haue we nor all one father? 
hath not one Cod made vs? Why do 

we eucrie one tranſgrefſe againſt his 

brother, & breake the couenant of our 

fathers? The an{wer to this queſtion is 

drawne firſt fro the killer, ſecondly fro 

the 


The 2. motiue of ſelfe-killers. g4 


the killed. The killer is drawne therunto 
ſometimes by an euill ſpirit, executing 

therein vpon the killed, the wſtice of 

God, for tome former murther,as vpon 
Abimelcch,who killed his ſeventy bre- Tudg. 9.23. 
thren. To which effeR the Prophet Te- 55-56-57. 
remy faith, They that deuoure ſhall be 
deuoured.they that ſpoile thee © [ſracl, 
ſhall be ſpoiled , & they that rob thee, 
I will ge to be robbed.So he ſaith by 
his Prophet Ezekiell, Except thou hate Exck.35.6. 
bloud, bloud ſhall purſue thee. Ioaſh 

the King of Indah having cauſed the 

ſon of Ichoiada the prielt ro be ſlaine 
innocently, he deſired God to remem- 2 Chro.2ge 
ber it, and therefore God according *5: 

to iuſtice remembring it indeede, his 

owae ſeruants murthered him as he lay 

in his bed, So it is ſaid that the Phi- 1 Sam. 14+ 
litians ſlew one another;alſo when the 20. 

euill ſpirit was vpon Saul, he till ſonghe 1 Sam. 19% 
to kill Dauid. IO. 


T he ſecond motine #n the killer, 


The killer is drawne thereunto by 
malice &envie, as Caine ſlue his bro- Gene. 4.4. 
ther Abell, Which made Dauid to ſay | 


Ynto 


lere.3a.16. 


2 Sam, 26. 
19, 


Ere35.5, 


Zach. y.ts. 


Gen 43. 
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ynto Saul, If the Lord do thus tirre 
thee vp, let him recciue a ſacrificeatmy 
hands : but ifit be the children of men 
that haue done ir,curſcd be they before 
the Lord. To which effc&t the Lord 
ſpeakes by his Prophet Ezechiel vnto 
the Scirians concerning his people Iþ 
rac], Thou haſt a perpetvall hatred a- 

ainſtmy people, and haſt put themts 

;ght withthe ſword, when their inj- 
quitie had anend. As if he had ſaid, 
O Seir, thou moſt malicious and en- 
vious wretch,thouperlecuteli my peo» 

le,not as an inſ{trumet of Gods juſtice, 
G out of thy owne extreme malice & 
enuic , cuen when I was atpeace with 
them. Againe, he ſaith vnto all fuch by 
the nes of his Prophet Zacharie, [ 
am wrath with theſe carcelefle heathen, 
who when I was angrie but alitle with 
my people , they helped forward the 
affliction, Wherein he ſheweth that 
they were very malicious, and very en- 
viouſly diſpoſed. After that manner 
Caine (luc hus brother, 


The 
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The third motiue inthe killer, 


One killeth another out of his owne 
malicious & diuell1{h quarrels,with an 
vnſatiable debre of revenging.As Toab 
{lue Abner for the bloud of Haſlael, 2.523 «27s 
which he had ſhed. So Abſolon flue 2.Sa.13.27 
Ammon. The holy Ghoſt faith of a 
graceleſſe man, In his wrath he killeth Wiſ1o.13, 
his brother, & 1n 1s furie he periſherh, 

As if he had thereby pointed our by 

two ſpeciall notes, areprobate anda 

molt vile man, ſhedding his brothers 

bloud,to wit, by furie and by anger. As 

Sampſon being moued with an intolle- 

rable paſſion , defired nothing of God l1dg.16.28 
butthar he tnight have firength to be 

avenged for lus two eyes, 


T he fourth motine in the kullers. 


Some kill one anorter beino drawne 
thereungo through etl » as 

lefabel flue Naboth. This kind of im- 1-King. 21 
pietie is in ſuch, for Jakers ſake, as he of ** 
whom Nahum the Prophet ſpeaketh, 

likening him toa Lion, in theſe words; 


Hedidteare in pecces = his — nas 


Tudg.3.21 
Iudg.4.21, 
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and woried for his Lioneſſe, and filled 
the holes with prey , and his dens with 
ſpoyle. Euen > theſe graceleſle grips 
to haue worldly wealth for their chil- 
dren,will ſpare neither old nor yong. 


T he fifth motine mn the killer 1s, 


When a man doth kill anotherinthe 

quarrell of God and his people , as did 

" Ehud, who luc Eglon :and as Iacl who 
ſlue Siſera. 


The ſoxth motine in the killer 


Is to kill and deſtroy , being 
drawne thereunto with a damnable 
rape, for the offence of ſome other. Az 
thatmoſt execrable example of Saul, 


3.Sam. 22, Whokilled the prieſts of N ——_— 
J 


13.19.22. 


the offence that was commirted 

Dauid, as he himſelfe confeſſed to A- 
biathar: Tam guiltie , ſaid he , of their 
bloud , they were innocent. Murther 
hath bene held among barbarian hea- 
thens an intolleralgle and a revengefull 
ſinne,as appeared by their words, whe 


AQt.:8.1.2, as the viper fell ypon Pauls hand , Sure 


3.4K, 


laid they, this manis amurtherer, who 


although 
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glthough he hath eſcaped the ſeas, yer 


vengeance hath nor ſuffered him ro 
live. The bloud of Abel cried for ven- gen, gre. 
eance. And to conclude; Murther is 11, 

jo deteſtable in Gods hight, and ſo ab- 

horring nature, as for what cauſe ſo- 

ever one man ſhal or doth wittingly & 

willingly kill another, if it be ſecretly 

done , as doth appeare by diligent In- 
quifition made for the finding outof ,, ,,, 

the murthercr , the hainouſneſle of the 
ſinne alſo appears by the greeuoutneſſe 
ofthe puniſhments, which are no leſle 


then death. It endangereth the whole Leui.34.17 


congregation with the plagues of (zod De.n8's 


how guiltleſſe ſocuer they be of that 
faQ.ltcalleth and cricth out from earth &£2-4-10- 
toheauen for vengeance , & the ſoulcs —__ 
of the Saints in heauen do call and crie 

vnto God for iwſtice, The holy man 

Dauid, who by his regall authoricie, 8 

alſo in his martiall affaires , was to ſhed 

the bloud of many : yet he prayed that 

God would deliuer tym from bloud- 
guiſtineſle, 
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Luk.21.16. 
17.18.19. 


Now concerning the kalled, to wit, why God 
doth ſuffer innocent bloed to be ſhed 
wilfully,or to be ſubiett to the 
will of the wicked. 


T be anſwer i5 twofold, 


The firſt anſwer concerning the kil- 
led, is to manifeſt Gods ſecret decree 
concerning the time of mansdeparture; 
and as for the manner how,it is all one 
with God, and fois it with arightcous 
man. The manner of death maketh no- 
thing againſt the matter of ſaſuation, 
Chriſts Ieſus ſpeakes comfortably and 
verie directly tothispurpoſe, vnto his 
Apofiles and diſciples, and fo vnto all 
true Chriſtians: You ſhall be betraid of 
your brethren, and kinſmen,& friends: 
& ſome of you they ſhall pur to death; 
ye ſhall be arty of all men, yetthere 
ſhal not one haire of your heads periſh; 
poſleſſe your foules in paticnce. 


T he ſecond anſwer concerning the killed, 


It makes the juſtice ofGod the more 
manifeſt ypon the killer. As Salomon 
ſaid concerning Ioab who had murthe- 

red 
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T he ſecond anſwer. IO: 
ted Abnerand Amaſa: The Lord ſhall r.King, 2. 


bring his bloud vpon his owne pate, 32.33. 


for he {lue two men cauſlefſe, and more 
righteous then he: their bloud ſhall re- 


rurne vpon the head of Toab, The Pro- 
pher Habacuck queſtions to that pur- 
poſe with God, concerning the inno- 


cent that were ſlain ſo yniultly:O God, ,q, ; 
faith he, thou artofpure eyes and canlt ,,.c5.6, 


not ſee cuill, wherefore doſt thou looke t 7. 


ypon the tranſgreſſours and holdſtchy 
rongue, whenthe wicked deuoureth 
the man that is more righteous the he? 
Shal they therfore ſpred forth their ner 
& not ſpare continually to ſlay the na- 
tions? This is anſwered by the ſame 
Prophet in the ſame chapter , after this 
manner: Art not thou © Lord my God, 
my holy one? we ſhallnot dic. O Loxd 
thou haſt ordained them for iudge- 
ment, and 6 God thou haſt eſtabliſhed 
them for correRion, As if he had ſaid, 


Thou wilt noc ſuffer theſe lewd and 


graceleſſe ones any longer, then vncill 
thou haſt accompliſhed thy will in mers 
cie ypon vs,then thy heauy wrath ſhall 
conſume them. Saint Luke affirmes in- 

H 3 tcr- 


I. 


Luk. 18. 7. 
S. 


Joh.9. 1.2 


'h 
1O2 The ſecond anſwer. 
terrogatiuely the ſame after this maner; 
Shall nor God auenge his cle which 
crie day and night vnto him?thoughhe 
ſufferlong , I cell you he will auenge 
the quickly. As Chriſt ſaid concerning 
the man that was borne blind , Itwas 
not his ſinne, nor his parents, bur that 
the worke of God might be ſcene : & 
uen ſo theſe whom the monſters of the 
world do kill and deſtroy, is nor in re- 
ſpe of that which they pertinently or 
properly haue deſerued , but tha the 
iuſtice and vengeance of God mightbe 
ſcene iuſt vpon ſuch as kill them, There 
are many wayes and diuers manners 
by the which the deare children of 
God do depart this life, but no way nor 
manner can preuent their preparatio to 
dic well, how ſudden and how vauſuall 
ſoeuer it ſeemes to be vnto others. And 
ſeeing the caſe ſo ſtandeth , let all men 
beware of raſh iyudgement, and vncha- 
ritable cenſuring of ſuch as are ſl;ine. 
Letthe manner of death be rather an 
occahon to forewarn ethers to be rea- 
dicalſo, asnot knowing the time, nor 


the manner of death. Ic is commonly 
alike 
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alike, both to the iuſt and tothe vniuſt 
for the outward manner of death, bur 


the inward is nothing ſonorſo, As we 
may reade of the two theeues, the one 


yponthe rignt hand,the other ypon the Mat.27.38 | 


left hand of Chriſt : the outward maner 
of their death was alike, bur the ioward - 
wasnot ſo; for the one died fairhfull, 
and therfore Chriſt ſaid, This day ſhalc 
thou be with me in Paradiſe : the other 
being vnpenitent inwardly went vnto 
the dined. Againe,the ſuffering orper- 
miſhon of God is alway the meanes of 
his ſecret decree: no man can kill ano- 
ther , no not iniure his brother in the 
leaſt meaſure , but by the will of God; 
becauſe no finne can be committed a« 
=_ his will: nor any otherwiſe will 
od permit and ſuffer a ſinner ro out- 
rape, then in that maner, & ſo far forth 
as may ſtand well with his diuine pur- 
pole: & yet for all that,ſuch a will, pur- 
pole, and permiſſion of his, cannot be 
ſaid tobe the immediate cauſe of ſuch 
an outrage or iniurie done howſocuer; 
but rather out of mans will, who for his 
owne part reſpeAs not the fulfilling of 
H 4 Gods 


Ezod 7.4 
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Gods will ſo much as his owne, which 

roceedeth from his corrupt nature 
being inuegled by the diuel, And when 
as almightic God doth withdraw his 
helpes , his gifts and graces, (which he 
may , becauſe properly they arc his 
owne, ) thence it is ſaid , that God har- 
dened the heart of Pharaoh; & thart Si- 


Deur. 2.30, hon king of Heſhbon would not let 1(. 


racl paſſe by,for the Lord had hardned 
his ſpirit and his heart, Further, it muſt 
be granted, that a/mighty God might 
verie well, and moſt ficly , if he would, 
haue reſtrained and withholden that 
murther and ſhedding of innocent 
bloud, and ſo the wrong and killing of 
other his Saintrs;bur it was not his wil, 
it pleaſed him nor ſo ro do, he foreſces 
jenot to be forhis honor, and a further 
good. As may plainly be cuidenced by 
a ipeciall diirrace berweene the pur- 
poſe of God , and Gods eleRion : forit 
is certainc that eletion was before the 
purpoſe of God to faluation or damna- 
tion, becauſe incleRion there is the ho- 
ly will of God, without regard either 
of good or cuillto be found in man , or 

| before 
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before he had done either good or cuil. 
The concurrence and the proſecution 
whereof ſtands in theſe three moſt ho- 
ly aſſeuerations of the Almightie, the 

ct being vocation, the fecond iuſtifi- 
cation, and the third glorification. To 
which cffeR and purpoſe the holy man 
Dauid being prevented of his murthe- 
ring mind, ſaid with all holy confidera- 


tion & gladſomneſle: Bleſſed art thou 1 Sam. 25. 


which haſt kept me this day from ſhed- 33. 
ding innocent bloud, 


The fourth manner, ſort or kind of 
death to wit ,politicall. 


In the diſcourſe wherof there will ariſe 
many dolefull queſtions, with croſſe 
and contrarie obieCtions, made by the 
which are perplexed, ſome for theis 
ſonnes, ſome for their daughters, ſome 
fortheir deare & familiar friends,ſome 
for their wiues, and ſome for their huſ- 
bads, who before their faces were cru- 
elly execured vnte death; which parers 
& frieds of theirs,do attribute the ſame 
vntotherigour of law, or vnto the vn- 
iult proceedings oblaw, or atleaſt vnro 

the 
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the cruell executioners of law. For the 
remouing of all which vniuſt impurati- 
ons, as alſo for the comforting of all 
ſuch ſorowtull ſoules , I will deliver fo 
particularly,ſoplainely,and ſo direQtly, 
my mind & my knowledge therein, as 
hope through Gods mercy ſhall Rand 
them in good ſtead for perſwalion and 
ſatisfaction in this manncr and me- 
thod. 

Furſt, whas the lawes ought to be in fes 
nerallin a well rouerned kingdome, 

Secondly what the lawes now are in ge- 
nerall inthis our glorious and ſo ſelefled 
a kingdom. 

Thirdly, what the lawpoluck m particu- 

lar ts tn this kmgdome for the complamants 
inſt aneed. 


Firft concerning the lawes un gene- 
rall how they ought to be, 


The lawes of all well goucrned king: 
domes ought to be grounded vpondi- 
uine intemtions, and peaceable cnds, 


conſiſting of iuriſdiction , regall with- 


out partiality, and of a ciuill policy 


without corruprtis, for the nouriſhin 
an 
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and vpholding of ſpiritual juriſdiction, 
cending to the religious worſhip of 
God, andthe mutuall ſociety amongſt 
brethren, which is indeede rightly rec= 
Loned to be the ſumme of - morall 
Jaw of Moles, and the chiefeſt reſpect 
of our common lawes. The princi- 
ples of all which lawes alſo are to haue 
their fit, their conuenient & their war- 
rantable application, and denominati- 
on, firit to the gloric ofthe bleſſed Tri- 
nitie, ſecondly to the honor of the im- 
mediate Maicitic of the King); thirdly 
to the reuerent regard of his or their 
ſubſtitutes: and fourthly to the good of 
the people in publicke, according as 
times, places & perſons ſhall vrge their 
importunities; ill inferring and ex+ 
tending rules of iuſtice = equitic, 
thereby making an euident difference 
betwixt the plaintiffe & the defendant, 
and betwixrt the iuſt and vniuſt,becauſe 
cotrarieties being layd trogether,makes 
iuſtice to appeare the more iuſt,and the 
ſamelaw tobe the more commenda- 
ble, and yarepealable. 


Secondly 


Chap.38. 
2.3.4- 5.6. 
15. 
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Secondhy, concerning the common lawes 
as they are now m E noland. 


This little Iſle of Enpgland,and Nor. 
therne fide of the world, of which the 
great Prophet Ezechiel ſpeakes in ſome 
particular, hath bene more anciently 
endued with Gods particular fauors, 
then any other part clſe of the whole 
world , for matter of his Maiclties reli- 
gious ſeruice , and for matter of ciuill 

oucrnement, in this land now moſt 
graciouſly eftabliſhed. All which law 
is full of profound maturitie, full of 
needfull iuſtice, and full of diuine well 
ordered policies. And wheras other na- 
tions round about this realme through 
their owne homebread mutinies, and 
forren deuaſtarions, cinort preſcribe by 
any record, cuſtome, or memorie of 
man,by what law, juſtice or equitie, 0- 
ther then by the law of nature, whichis 
common amongſt heathens , that they 
do execute any malefaRor, or inflit a- 
ny pecuniarie puniſhment , almightie 
God out of his infinite prouidence and 
mercie, although that many times reli- 
g1ON, 
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jon, through the corrupt iudgement 
of Kings and Queenes of this land, & 
the manifold finnes of the people there- 
in, were ſometimes altered, and ſome- 
times quite ouerthrowne : yet our 
common lawes were (till maintained 
andextolled euen ynto this day, All 
which lawes had they not excelled the 
lawes of other nations, they could ne= 
ver haue continued without extin- 
ouiſhment, withour impeachment, or. 
atleaſt, without ſome anullity,& pub- 
like indignity- bythe Kings of the Bric- 
tans, or by the Kings of the Saxons, or 
by the Kings of the Danes, or by the 
Kings of the Normans; cuery of which 
men were vcrie wile, veric politicke, 
verie religious, and moſt admirably va- 
lorous: which Kings immediatly ſuc- 


2D 
ceeded one another, ever fnce this I- 


land was fir{t found habitable, In all 
whoſe times theſe our ſaid lawes flo» 
riſhed, and by many neceſſaric additi- 
ons were publickly enlarged, Againe, 
had not theſe our common lawes bene 
eucrie way befitting the maintenance 
of Gods ſacred and true religion, and 


for 
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for the preſeruation of peace; as alſg 
by all former ages, ſince the confuſon 
of rongues , lefr vnto our dayes and 
times vncontrollable, & vnrepealable; 
chen withoutall queſtion, ſome one or 
other of our godly Kings or Queenes 
would haue eltabliſhed other lawes, or 
elſe would have in ſome fort reformed 
them. Burt by reaſon of the great mul. 
riplication ofthis nation, and through 
ſome diſorders likely to accrue 2. 
monegft ſo many, who would in time 
croſſcand contrarie the frue meaning 
of tholelawes, our renowned Princes 
haue onely repealed fome few Ratntes, 
and in ſtead thereof haue enatted o- 
thers, to better purpoſe, as neceſfarily 
was required : alway with this prudent 
__— that nolaw nor ſtatute ſhould 
e in ſence and intendement but ac- 
cording to the rules and former pat- 
terns, Which they had receined from 
former ages, tending to the true wor- 
ſhip of God, and the peace of thepeo- 
ple. So did Alfred a famous King of 
the Saxons, inthe yeare of our Lord 
880. adde ynto theſe lawes, holy pre- 
ccpts 
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cepts and ſtatutes, namely againſt ſa- 
criledge, again(t the violating of the 
Sabborh, againſt creaſon,& againſt the 
immodelt and vnchaſt touching of a= 
nother mans wife or daughter - all 
which fats were euen then held to be 
moſt vile, molt odious, and moſt de- 
teltable ; and yet for all that euenthen 
were they molt likely to hauc bin com- 
mitted by many irreligious perſons. So 
inlike manner Czlar the Emperor be- 
fore the incarnation of Chritt, by an 
eſtabliſhed law brought that wife with- 
inthe compaſle of petty treaſon, which 
was found guilty for betraying the life 
of her husband, and to be burned for 
the ſame. So likewiſe the ſonne that did 
betray his father, and the ſeruant thar 
betrayed his maſter, ſhould be hanged 
forthe ſame as petty traytors:all which 
well contriued lawes are in force yn- 
tothis day, bleſſed be the Maicſtic of 
God for it, 


T hird= 
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Thirdly concerning the politicall law, 
which t5 a chiefe part of the com- 
mon law: whence indeede ari- 
ſeth the matter inſtanced. 


The politicall law is that by vertye 
whereof malefactors are judicially ex- 
ecuted ynto death, vpon publicketri- 
als and arraignment, by witneſſes pro- 
duced, and then by the verdiQof 12, 
ſubRantiall honeſt ſworne men . The 
common law, whereof I haue fpoken, . 
doth confi of a law Regall, and a 
law politicall, both which were 1n re- 
queſt. many yeares before Chriſt was 
borne. This law Regall is ſaid to be 
grounded vpo diuers anciet cuffomes, 
rules and orders, drawne out of thena- 
turalllaw, oras it may be ſaid, outof 
the will of the King,be it good orcuil, 
which is cffeed by his auRoritie vp- 
on the ſubieAs. The political law is in- 
deed a branch principall,and a meanes 
ſpeciall of that by the which the ſpiri- 
tuall policie of the Church is royally 
maintained and ſupported , and which 


is in very deedthelife of the regall law. 
As 


of the political law. It; 


As the iudiciall law of Moſes was the 
coniun& and the inſeparable compa- 
nion of the morall law amongſt the 
cople of Iſrael : ſoin like manner the 
joliticall law may be faid to be arteries 
and ligaments of the common Jawes 
amonglt vs here in Fngland, As if it 
were tO ſay, Wherc there is no political 
Jaw wiſcly and mercifully contrived, 
there 15s no regaſll .aw that can be vp- 
holden and maintained ; take away the 
one, take away the other, AkingT 
grant may gouerne regaliy, and accot- 
ding to his will may enforce his ſub - 
jects vnto obedience , or patience : yer 
withouc Chriltian policie no king- 
dome can continue, For thc order and 
frame of ciuill gouernment 1s broken,if 
men may not poſleſſe their owne in 
peace after a peculiar propertie : ſo is it 
ifmen may nor bein their owne houſes 
ſafely: ſo is it ifmen mE may not trauel 
without danger of robberie: ſo is it if 
men may not haue the free vic of the 
Sabboths by an ingreſſe and egreſſe 
forthe ſeruice of God,according to an 
yniform order throughout the Re = 
I This 
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This I conclude : We being defended 
by the kings lawes from all iniuries,pri- 
vate and publike throughout his domi- 
nions, and alſo hauing vnder hisprote- 
Qion, the peaceble profeſſion of Teſus 
Chriſt, in effet then, Let vs ſubic 
our ſelues vnto him as vnto the imme- 
diate Vicar or Deputie of the King of 
heauen. ; 


T he poluticall law hath mit ſelfe theſe 
foure ſorts or kinds of executionz, 


1: Beheadding. 

2, Hanging. 

3- Burning. 

4. Preſſing, 
Firſt, the reaſon of this politicall lay 
in generall, orthe cauſe why it hath c- 
ver bene held requiſite and neceſlaric 
in eucrie wel-gouerned kingdome;itis 
occaſioned or drawne from the foul- 
neſſe and moſt outragiouſnefle of ſome 
mens nature, breaking forth into an 
hatefull kind of demeanour towards 
their equals, and atreacherous manner 
of behauiour againſt cheir ſuperiours; 
eucrmore agdin all places, preferring 

contents 
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contentions and warres, before quiet- 
neſſe and peace, liking and allowing 
in their corrupt iudgment, deceit, and 
rapine, before truth and plain-dealing: 
Rill preſſing themſelues vnto the di- 
ſhonour of God, and vnto treaſon a- 

ain(t the king;if it may carry any hope 
- profite, = likelihood of we AS 
And therefore haue need of ſuch law 
as may reftraine all ſuch, or if they will 
not be {o reſtrained , then withour all 
partialitic to execute them, The morall 
law of God, & the common law of this 
land, do onely manifeſt and perſwade 
with men what things ought to be 
done. But the politicall law, as the law 
judiciall, doth enforce and violently 
preſſe men to the performance of that 
which ought to be done.Of which ſort 
ofpeople Saint Paul ſpeaketh,as ofthe 


Romans, Though they knew the law of gom.r.z5. 


God, that they which do ſuch things 
are worthic of death , yet not onely do 
the ſame, but fauour them that do it. 
This kind of law may be truly ſaid to 
be the law ofnature,to wit, a law com- 


mon toall pcople; where yet the law of 
FE I Ay God 
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God is not inforce,and duly executed, 
they arealaw vnto themſclues. To be 
bricfc, the politicall law is an execu- 
tioner of the common law , and there. 
fore a cauſe principall and neceffarieto 
haue it, and to keepcit in vſe. 


Secondly ,the reaſon of ſuch ſundrie ſorts 


and (eucrall manners of execution, 
which are vſed by vertue of 
the polutcall law, 


The manner, ſort, or kind of execu- 
ting malefactors worthily deſerving 
the ſame, is not to be found in the 
grounds of the common law,nor in any 
branch thereof;but alway hath bin held 
as a matter indifferent, and to be publi- 
ſhed and maintained according to the 
pleaſure of the Prince for the time be- 
ing , ſpecially as the manners of their 
ſubicAs did enduce him thereunto by 
the colderation of the hainouſneſle of 
the fact either more or leſſe: as we find 
by the order and maner of Moſes in his 
gouernment , which muſt needs be vn+ 
derſtood to be figuratiuely related to 
all other kings and people, as well as } 

ene 
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the people of Iſrael; whece they ſhould 
derivethe ſubſtance of their politicke 
lawes to becoliſting of iuſtice & equi- 
ticzand alway vſing the maner,the ſort, 
and kind thereof, as being a matter of 
circumitance, according to their owne 
wils,as time,place,andperſons require, 
As for example briefly, The iudiciall 


law for him that ſtole an oxe was, that Exo.22.1.3 


he ſhould recompence it to the owner 
with fiue oxen. Some kings puniſh 


- ſuchan offence with Rocking & whip- 


ping, ſome dopuniſh ic with baniſh- 
ment, and our kings for many hundred 
yeares together haue puniſhed it with 
hanging. As for murther , it was euer & 
in allplaces puniſhed with death, and 
yet the manner of the death till remai- 
nedin the will ofthe king, according 
as the maner of the murther was found 
tobe either more orleſle hainous, The 
Iudiciall lawes of Iſracl were faid to be 
appertaining vnto them, and therefore 
can they not be ſaid to be broken by vs 
when as indeed they were neuer giuen 
vnto vs, neither yet made for vs. 


I 3 This 
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T hu doftrine ſerueth to reproue foure 
/ orts of people. The 


Firſt are thoſe, whoſe nature is ſo fro- 
ward and ſo rebellious, that they are 
no way to be goucrned and guided but 
by force and violence: yeelding rather 
their obedience and loyalticro man & 
that onely for feare of puniſhment, 
then vnto almightic God for the loue 
of his fauour. 

Secondly,thoſe who do moſt yniuft. 
ly and moſt maliciouſly maligne the 
reuerend and commendable itudents 
of the law,and generally all the learned 
and praue profeſſors thereof ; being 
drawne thereunto out of their extreme 
folly and palpable ignorance : orelle 
being conuiAed vniuſtly inthetriallof 
ſome caſe, through their owne wrong 
information,or want of meanes iudici- 
ally to follow it: or otherwiſe , hauing 
had the overthrow and conuicion, # 
juſtly they deſerued, by reaſon of the 
vnlawfulneſſe and vniuſtneſſe of their 
caſe, being plaintiffe or defendant. 

Thirdly,thoſe who do vtterly ſcorne 


and 


Foure ſorts reproued. 119 


and altogether diſdaine the verie law 
it ſelfe And no maruell, for commonly 
they are ſuchas do mocke and ſcorne 
the maicſtic of Gods holy Scriptures, 
and all the ſincere —xax on thereof; 
drawne thereunto, as may be thought, 
by a turne- ſicke ſpirit of giddineſſe, or 
rather from the ſtirring of the diuell, 
who can away with nothing which 1s 
better then himſelfe. | 

Fourthly , thoſe who moſt vnchari- 
tably , and withoutall Chriſtian reaſon 
or good confideration, do make que- 
ſion and doubt of their ſaluation,who 
arciudicially executed forſtheir vnlaw- 
full ates. As though the manner of 
death did any thing at all derogate 
from the matter and ſubſtance of faith, 
which is required of cucriec one that 
dieth howſocuer.Or as though he that 
ſtealeth, or he thatmurthereth, or he 
thatis a traitor, were a greater ſinner 
then Chriſt would or could forgiue; or 
elſeas though that they which dic na- 
turally in their beds,or they themſclues 
which liue in the good appearance of 
the world , were not as guiltic of con- 

I 4 dem- 
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demnation for eucry ſmall finne which 
they commir , without faith in Teſus 
Chrilt,as they who are hanged, burned, 
behcadded or preſſed,or as thoſe vpon 
whom the tower of Siloam fel]. 
Herel conclude, asking pardon of 
the learned , whercin {ocucr I hauveer« 
red, or hauc wanted inthe diſcon:ſe of 
the common lawes of this land. Know. 
ing the profunditic thereof to be paſ. 
ſing the reach of all men : and withall, 
acknowledging it to be a mcere ſub- 
jet our of my element ; anc therefore 
as aman hauing ſpoken nothing inef- 
fect of that which it deſeruceth, I amco- 
tent to be condecned withour replica- 
tion,vpo am dicitiitreaſonrequireir 


T he third wftruttion concernuo 
the timelineſſe of death. 


Notwithſtanding there are ſuch va- 
riable and ſundry forts or manners of 
death, as hath bene fortnerly cnlarged; 
and howſocuer almightie God hath 
bene occaſioned in lis juſtice to puniſh 
ſinne : yet none of the generation of 
mankinde departs this life before his 

appoin- 


of the untimelineſſe of death. 121. 
appointed day, ſo that no man by dili- 


gence can lengthen his life, nor any 
man by negligence ſhorten his life. 
The holy Propher Dauid hauing Saul 
his encmic in his hand, would not be 
perſiwaded to lay his hands on him, bur 


faid, His day ſhall cometo die, Iwill x Sam. 26. 
not ſmite him. As if he had ſpoken 8.9. 


more plainely, Itis not formeto kill 
him, for God hath appointed him his 
time, in which he ſhall die.To this pur- 
poſe ſaid the iult man Iob by way of 


two interrogations, Is there not an ap- Iob. 7.1. 


pointed timc ſor man vpon the carth? 


And are not his dayes determined? The lob.14.5- 


number of his moneths are with thee, 
thou haſt appointed him his bounds 0- 
uer which he ſhall not paſſe. As if it 
were to ſay, Certainely there is an ap- 
pointed time for mans departure out 
of this world, cucn by the diuine ordi- 
nance & ſacred decree of the Almigh- 
tie, which cannot be ſhortened nor 
lengthned, no not ſo much time more 
asto go oueramecre or baulke, nor {o 
much time lefle as to come vnto it, A- 
gaine he faith verie emphatically and 

afhrma- 
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affirmatiuely, belecuing in the promiſe 
of God therin, after this manner, I will 
waite my appointed time: as though 


Tob.14.14. he had ſaid, My God hath determined 


Eccl.3.12. 


AQ17.:6. 


and ſect downe the day, and houre of 
my diflolution: it is hid from me, I will 
therefore attend, I will be looking for 
it from day to day. Salomon after his 
conuerſ1on,amonglt many excellent & 
mol? diuine inſtructions, he particulz- 
teth this ſecret decree of God molt 
plainly after this manner: To all things 
there is an appointed time. And from 
this generall he deſcendeth into a more 
| <mgrs monk There is atime to be 

orne,andatime to die;to wit, as there 
is amolt certaine time incloſed in eue- 
ry womans wombe , in which ſhe ſhall 
bring forth into the world: cuen ſo 
there is a certaine and an appointed 
time,in which he that is borne ofa wo- 
man ſhall go out of the world. Saint 
Paul ſaid to the Athenians, God hath 
aſſigned the times that were ordained 
7 pus the bounds of their habita- 
tion. By that ſaying the time of mans 
departure is decreed , and ynreapeable: 


why? 


' 


| 
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why? becauſe there isno alteration nor 
change in Gods diuine Maieſtie; that 
which he is, he was, & the ſame he will 


befor euer.lchoida ſaid, He that comes 2 King, 11. 
within the ranges, let him die the 5 


death: euen ſo it may be ſaid, Whoſoe- 
uer comes within the compaſle of the 
time which God hath decreed, let 
him die without delay;there is no hope 
nor helpe for him, there will be no par- 
tiality or fauourable reſpets. The 


lives of the 10. Fathers were twiſe ex- Gen.y.3.to 


atly reckoned, and their death once, thecnd. 


for diuers cauſes, bur ſpecially that 
thereby eucrie man thenceforth might 
be able co know the age of the old 
world before the floud. The ages of 
theſe holy men being compurated 
and layd together, do amount iuſtly 
to 1656. yeares. In which obſer- 
uance or {ure rule for numerarion, and 
multiplication, the holy Ghoſt deliue- 
rethplaincly, that God doth triftly & 
ſeuerely recken the liues of all men, yea 
fromtheir verie beginning to the veric 
day of their death. Saint Iohn and o- 
ther the Euigecliſts afficmg our of their 


owne 


* 
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owne knowledge, that the Iewes vſed 
all cunning meanes, & practiſed divers 
wayecs to apprehend our Lord and $a. 
ujour; bur all was in vaine, ſomethin 
or other went betweene: and why? his 
Ioh8.39 houre was not yct come, the time 
which his holy Father had decreed was 
nor when they would. To this effe4 
Moſes by alarge mealure of inſpiration 
ſpake of an holy woman, the wife of 
the Patriarch Abraham, who had apar- 
ticular and gracious reſpect before 
God, ſpecially for the time of her life, 


Sen.23.1.2 & thetime of her death. Whea Sarah, . 


ſaithhe,was 127, yeares old , {o long 
lived ſhee,then Sarah died. That is as 
much to ſay, Shee lived iuſt ſo long in- 
deede and no whitlonger; whenher 
appointed time was come, then ſhe di- 
ed, and not before. Likewiſe Moſes 
doth computate the age of Abraham 
Gen, 25, 7. her husband and ſaith , This is the age 
of Abrahams life which heliued, x75. 
yeares. Then Abraham yeclded the 
ſpirit,& dicd ina good age, As if he had 
ſaid, This1 7 5. yeares was the full time 
in which God had appointed him to 
live, 
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line. When as Moſes himſelfe was ro 

depart this life, almightie God called 

him ſaying, Thy dayes are come, thou pey.z1.14. 
muſt die : ro wit, my decree is certaine 

towards thee wy louing and my faith- 

full ſeruant, as towards all the ge- 

neration of mankinde. As in an hoaſt 

of men furiouſly in fight , lo in the 

world ſome ſhall die now, becauſe God 

hath ſo appointed ; and {ome ſhall not 

die then , becauſe God hath not fo ap- 

pointed. To which cffcthe ſpake by 

the mouth of his Propher, Set a marke xze,g, 4. 5, 
yponthe forcheads ofthethat mourne. 6, 

And c6cerning others he ſaid vnto him, 

Go and fmite, deftroy vtterly the old 

and the young, (So likewiſe God was Gen.4-15. 
faidro ſeta marke vp6 Caine)but touch 

no man, vpon whom the marke is ſet: 

ſhewing therein that euen among fu- 

rious and outragious men, inmartiall 
affaires, and inthe determinations of 


_ malicious men, lite and death, is euen 


then particularly in Gods hands, and 
alſothe veric time thereof. 

Here ariſe two neceſſary queſtions. One, 
why hath God ſo exatlly determmed the 


time 


Gen.s. 
Gen.1.to 
Gen. 7. 
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time of death: the other why God doth con+ 


ceale the time. 

The firſt whereof iis: Why hath God 
ſo exattly determined the verie time 
of cuery mans departure out of this 
world, ſothat no man can go beyond 
it, nor come ſhort of it? Why didhe 
not rather reſolue vpon this, Let eu 
man ſhift for himſelfe, and liue fo long 
as he can? 


The anſwer or reaſon is fourefold. 


The firſt reaſon thereof is to declare, 
that he is the principall maiſter of 
times, and according to his divine pre- 
ſcicce heis anexact performer of pro- 
miſes through all ages of the world, He 
obſerues the time when a man cames 
into the world, and when he goeth out 
of the world. The Maicſtic of this cter- 
nall God confiderately and renowned- 
ly beginneth famous ations, and ends 
them memorably by periods & places 
full of weighty conſideration, accoun- 
ting vp6 the yeares of holy men. As by 
theliues and deathes ofthe firſt ten ho- 
ly Fathers, how many yeares there was 

from 
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f fromthe creatio ro the floud: viz. 1656 Gen.8 to 

cares. From the floud to the promile Gen. 1a. 

od made to Abraham, 4 2 7. yeares. From ear 

4 the promiſe to the giuing of the law, xxo.12.t0 

430 yeares. From their going out lol: r, 

of Egypt to their entrance into Cana- lol. 1.to 

lhe | 20, 49: yeares . From their entrance n— 
"I ty udg.t to 

into Canaan to their quiet poſlefſion, |, 

7.yearcs. From thence to Saul thefirlt x Sam,rto 

Ty King,q5 0. yeares, Thenceto their cap- Nebe.1, 

tivity in Babylon, 490 yeares. From Nebe. 

their captiuity to their reſtoring a- _ 

gaine, to build the Temple ar IeruſalC, jet, 

70. yeares. From chence to their ge- 

nerall libertic by Chriſt Ieſus, 490 

yeares. Almighty God is ſo ſeuere and 

He ſo ſoucraigne an obſeruer of time for a 

the beginning & ending of all famous 

ations,and {p! eciallythe coming of mi 

into the world, and his going out, thar 

ad. | be ſtandech vpon the performance of 

his word and promiſe euen toa day. 


CO» 


10s | Moſes ſpeaking of the Egyptian capti- Exo.12.41. 
ces CE " 
_ uity ſaid, that whe the 430.yecares were 


b expired, euen the ſelfeſame day depar- 
2) | tedallthehoaſt of the Lord out of E- 
gypt. Ycaand farther his Maicſtie ob- 


{c 
—_ crucs 


Eze.24, 
I.2, 


Wild.11. 
L 7. 


Gen.ll.IC. 
to the cad. 
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ſerues the verie name of the day, in- 


which he doth performe his word and 
promule, as he ſpeaketh plaincly by his 
Prophert.Sonne of man, faith he, write 
the name of the day, cuen of this ſame 
day, for the King of Babcll fet himſelfe 
againſt Teruſalem the ſelfeſame day.So 
God ordereth all things in meaſure,in 
mumber,and weight, 

The ſecond renne holy Fathers in 
whom it pleaſcd God to multiplie a 
new Church after the floud,are exaQ] 
accounted by cuerie full yeare in which 
they liued, according to the determi. 
nate will of God, and that for diuers 
cauſes, but ſpecially to declare that the 
life of man is not at randome nor atro- 
uers, And here alſo oblerue, that at the 
floud the ages of men were halfed, as 
may appeare by the ages of thoſe holy 
men,wholiued not abouc halfe ſo long 
as they liued before the tloud, Apgaine 
che tame age was halfed at the building 
of Babe); againeit was halfed vpon the 
going of Ifracl out of Egypt. And ate- 
uery of theſe ages his holy Maicſty had 
a ſpeciall hand , that neither the one 

nor 


| 
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nor the other, gaod norbad , ſhould 


haue cither more or lefſe then was in 
his will. As of theſe holy men be- 
fore, and immediatly after the flood, 
ſo withall God compurates the ages 
verie diretly of all and eneric of the 
ewelue Parriarchs: alſo how long euery 
Iudge of liracl lucd, and how lone 
cucricopprefior was to live, He alſo 
kept aregilter and did diuinely chro 
nolizc the age of cucric King, and how 
long he did reigne in Itrael and in 
Juda,as may be found 1 cucrie of their 
ſtories. The feuentic yeares captiute 
was ended exa:tly vpon the particular 
death of three kings, to wit, Nebucad- 
nezzar wholiued 45. ycares, Euilmero- 
dech who liued 22. yearcs , and Balta- 
ſhar who liucd three yeares, neither 
one day more,nor one day lefle. 


The ſecond anſwer or reaſon concerning 
the timelineſſe of death , town, 
why God hath ſo exatlly 


determined it, 


It is to (et foorth the incomprehen- 


kblencſle of Gods wiſedome and pro- 
k uicdence 


Gen.45, 
FO, 


Dan.1.3.3, 


Heſt.1.1 9. 


1.King. 10. 
1.0 Il. 
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uidence, in that he doth gouerne all 
the generation of mankind through. 
out the world, as one common weale, 
or as one priuate family,'or as if it were 
one particular perſon , regiſtring and 
chronolizing eueric man by his name, 
by the place of his habitation, by the 
manner of his conuerſation,and by the 
time ſpecially of his departure ont of 
this life, asa wiſe maiſter of a familie, 
taking in ſome, & m_ others forth, 
So did Ahaſhuecrus the king of Perha 
put forth Vaſthi,and rooke in Heſter:{o 
doth the Maieſtic of God in due time 
take in ſome into the world , and lets 
others depart. The Queene of Sheba 
hearing ofthe maruellous wiſcdomeof 
Salomon for the ordering and gouer- 
ning of his houſe and kingdome, came 
from farre to ſce and to heare more 
therof: after the which ſhe ſaid, Happy 
are theſe thy ſeruants which ſand be- 
forethee to heare thy wiſedome. Be- 
hold here,faith the holy Ghoſt, a grea- 
ter then Salomon, to wit, a God more 
admirable then Salomon for his go- 
Yexament in Church and comon n—_ 
The 
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 Theholy Prophet Dauid entring into 


ſome conlideration of his maruellous 
Maicſtic, concludes moſt admirably of 
it,faying;O Lord our gouernour, how 
wonderfull art thou in all thy workes! 
thy knowledg is roowonderful for me, p(41.139.1. 
] cannot attaine vnto it. Ezra ſaid, that 
God numbred all the veſlels that were x,,a.78, 
tobe returned from Babylon to Icru- | 
lem cucn vnto the mcanelt ſort. And 
he doth acc-unt the people cucn by 
theirnames, and by the names oftheir 
fathers: intimating thereby, that none Ezcchig.q. 
went to Babylon, but ſuch,and ſo fyrany 
as had receiued his exprefſe name; nor 
any that were to returne,but ſuch as he 
had reſcrued to build the Temple, and 
toreedific the wals of the citic, and ro 
plant the religion of their fathers, Gods 
wiſedome and prouidence 1s innarras 
ble and infinite,cuen to aſparrow.Bat- Luk.12.6, 
nabas and Paul ſaid , From the begin- aQgy.8, 
ning of the world God knew his | 
workes, Moſes,to the end he might fa- 
ten the ſure knowledge,and the euer- 
laſting remebrance therof in the harts 
of the people of Iſrael, ſaid; Remem- 

K 2 ber 
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Deu.32-7.8 ber the dayes of old,aske thy father,and 


he will ſhew thee, thine elders, and th 

will tel thee, When the molt high God 
deuided the nations their inheritance, 
when he ſeparated the fons of Adam, 
he appointed the borders of the people 


according to their number. 


The third anſwer or reaſon concerning the 
timlineſſe of death, why God hath 
ſo exailly determined vpon 
the ſame. 


It is to manifeſt the prerogatiue, the 
riuiledge, and ſupremacy thar his ho- 
Iy Mareſty hath, and holdeth over all 
principalities and powers, captivating 
and ſubduing them, and all the genera- 
tion of man, to the obedience of his 
will, that neither the one nor the other 
can poſſibly lengthen or ſhorten his 
own life, much lefle the life of another. 
As a king that is to gouern a kingdom, 
muſt be powertu] and ſevere in the ex- 
ccution of iuſtice againſt rhe migh- 
tic, and readie to min:{{cr mercie to the 
needic and diftrefled:enen ſo the Maie- 
ſic of this crernall King, hauing the 
whole 


=_ 
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whole world to guide and to gouerne» 

muſt be powerful and ſeuere.To which 

effeR he ſaith by his Prophet Ter emie, 

Feare ye nor him 5 faith he 9 who hath ler.5,22. 
placed the ſand for the bounds of the 

ſea by a perperuall decree that it can- 

not paſſe? Againe he ſaid, CannotT 

do with you © lſracl , as this Potter? 7er 18.6, 
The holy Prophet Ezekiel ſpeaking of 

his predominit power ouer the wicked 

ith after this manner; I will take the Ezech.6.7. 
bloud our of his mouth, & his abhomi- 

nation fr6 amonglt his teeth, The ſame 
prerogative our Sauiour Chriſt mani- 

felteth himſelfe to haue in his ſpeechto 

his Diſciples : If any man , ſaith he, do Mar.rz.;. 
ſay vnto you , Why looſe ye the Colt? 

ſay ye vnto them, The Lord hath need, 

and they will ttraight way letit go. As 

ifhe had ſaid, Do but tell them of me, 

vſe but my name, and they ſhall haue 

no power to withſtand you. 


The ſecond queſtion,why God doth con- 
ceale the time of mans departure 


out of t his life? 


Why doth he keepe it ſecret to him- 
K 3 {clfe? 


FE cc1.9.12- 


Dan. 12.4- 


Gen 37.2. 


AA.r 7. 
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ſelfc?This ſeemes to be hard iuſtice,thae 
amatter of ſo great importance ſhould 
be hid: No man knoweth his time, faith 
Salomon, bur is ſuddenly taken, asa 
fiſh or as a bird, lr is ſhut yp and ſeale$ 
vnto theend of thetime appointed, ſaid 
Daniel. I knory not the day of my 
death,ſaid the holy Patriarch Ifaac,And 
as Saint Luke ſaid to the diſciples con- 

cerning the reſtoring of Chriſts king- 

dome: Ir is not for you to know the 

times & ſcaſons which God hathreſer- 

ued in his owne power:euen ſo is itnot 

for any man to know the time and ſea- 

ſon of his departure out of this life, 

I conclude this queſtion with the fore- 

warning of Saint Paul to Timothie, in 

theſc words; Put away fooliſh and vn- 

learned queſtions, knowing thatthey 

ingender ſtrife. 


There are three Special and dinine reaſont 
why the time of death is concealed. 
The firſt reaſon is, 


That euerieman ſhould ftand vpon 
his guard, leſtthe enemie come ſud- 
denly, 


OD, Ge. Ia wel an ea a aw. 


on! 
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denly. Watch and pray therefore, ſaid 


our Sauiour Canrift Iefus. Saint Luke 

knowing the manner of death, exhorrs 

to watchtfulneſſc in theſe words, Let xy, 5, 
our loynes be girded about, and your 36.37.38. 

Fohes burning , and ye your {clues like 

ynto men that wait for their maiſters, 

God told Moſes where he ſhould die: 

but he told him not the time: and why? 

becauſche, as all other men, ſhould 

and vpon his watch or guard. Th 

life faith the Lord ſhall a ws. Den 
thee, and thou ſhalt feare bothday and 

night, and ſhalt haue nane affarance of 

thy life. 


The ſecond reaſon why the time of 
death is concealed. © 


It is for the continuall good of all 
ſucceeding ages, that the one ought to 
prouide for the other. Therefore {peci- 
ally it is ſaid by Salomon,One genera- Eccl.1.4. 
tion paſſech, and another cometh:as of 
heauenly , ſo in ſome proportion of 
carthly, which made Chriſt to ſay,One 
loweth, and agother reapeth, Were it 
that ſome might know the time-of 
K 4 their 


Iohig.37. 
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their departure, they would notrenue 
any thing that mightbe for them. thar 
ſhould come after, partly through ma- 
lice avd enuie , and partly through 
extreme idlencſſc , or luperfluous ex. 
Pences. | 


The third reaſon why the time of 


acath is concealed. 


That all men.ſhould carefully &con- 
_ veniently -vfe the meancs for life which 
God hath appointed in his Churoh. 
Whereas!if they knew the exaQttime 
of cheirdeparcure, theywold hold it fti- 


uolousto vic any of thoſe g00d means . 


which his holy Maielty hath inſerted & 

annexcd ro the decrce for the timeof 

mans departure.” So ſhould the ordi- 

nance bbGod concerming the vieofhis 

creatures be made frizirate , and:choſe 

his exceeding goudercarures thand of 
none fic. 7 


wy fourth: reaſon >þ, hy rhe time _ 


deaths, P? concealed, 


Iftliet tune of death were know 'neto 
ſome , they would live very deſperate- 


ly 


| 
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nue fy and damnably for many yeares : and 
har the:more neare tothe rime of their 
na- death, they would grow the more ſad, 
gh frowfoll , and heauy, and into ſuch 
CLe intollerable paſſions , as would drive 


them into deſperation, or atleaſt in- 
to an vnwilling and a moſt gracelefle 
friving with death , & jn a ſort againſt 
God himiſelfe. Thertore Moles faid,Se- 


Ne cret things belong to the Lord our Deu.29,2g 
ch God, butthe thing reuealed belong 

h. yntovs and toour children ſor cuer. 

Ne Beſides theſe two queſtions which for - 

= merly you hane-heard , there ariſe ont «f 

5 this doflrine conceraing the time lineſe of 

X death, three olnetthrons, 

f Firſt, if God haue ſo reſolutely decreed 


- vpon the verie day aud houre of exery 
man! neparture: Te what end ſhall amax 
. vſe indenor or uny of the beſt meancs for the 


f preſernation of lt ifef 


The firſt anſwer for the wſe of meanes 
to preſcrue life. 
As aImightie God hath decreed the 


) time of death: ſo withall he hath an- 


' nexed, and commanded religious and 
pertinent 


Leuit.13, 
1,2.3.4- 


Mart.2.12, 
T3. 
15Sam.1s. 
6, 


2 Kings 10. 
33. 
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pertinent meanes for the preſeruation 
of life, vntil the time come. As for ex« 
ample, The people vnder Moſes and 
Aaro might haue periſhed in a naturall 
contagion of the leproſie; therefore 
God commided that the whole mipht 
be ſingled and ſeuercd from the ficke 
and infected. The {ame people might 
haue bene cdefiroyed in the iudgment 
which God had prepared for others; 


therctore God commanded ſome, ſay 


. ing , Separate your ſelues from the 


tents of Corah, Dathan and Abiram, 


+ Tehu the King faid , Search & ſee whe- 


ther there be any of the Lords ſeruants 
amongſt the ſeruants of Baall, leſt they 
be allo deſtroyed with them. Good 
men may periſh in the outrage of the 
wicked,thcrefore God forewarned the 
wile men to depart home another way, 
And Saul ſaidto the Kenites, Depart 
from amongſt the Amaickits,leſt1I de- 
{troy you with them. 

That vertuaus woman fo highly in 
the fauor of God, mighthaue bene fa- 
miſhed in that ſcuen yeares of dearth, 
had not God forewarned her by his 

Prophet, 
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Prophet, that ſhe ſhould ſhift for her 


ſelfe and her houſhold in due time. 

All men, by the iuſtice of God for 
their finne, might lawfully be deſtroyed 
rogether in this or that plague or ven- 
ocanec: Yet he hath in his mercie fore- 
warned ſome, and ſo doth, to ſaue the- 
ſelues with the vie of meanes which he 
hath commended and commanded in 
his Church. And withall in the vie of 
the ſame meanes,or the like,to preſerue 
very reprobates fro the plagues which 
falle vpon their fellowes, to the end 
they may live ynto the time which he 
hath decreed for their death, in which 
theit (innes will be full ripe. As may 
appeare in the fourerecited examples. 


The ſecond anſwer for the vſe of 
means to preſeruc life, 


Is the practiſe of holy men who were 
moued by the Spirit of inſpiratio, as of 
Dauid the King and Prophet, who al- 
though he had the word and promiſe 
of Almightic God , for victorie a- 
oainſt the Philiſtins ; yer he knowing 
the right rule of Gods will in his word, 

atid 


2 Sam. 5. 
25,24. 


Tudg.7.16: 
17.18, 


2 Kino Il, 
ICI I, 


SY! 
1 Kin9.20, 


3ls 


Da, 1.12, 
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and promiſe, determined with himſelfe 


to vie warlike meanes ,-and therefore 
came vpon them valiancly with an ala. 
rum fromthe mulberric trees. So did 
Gedeon politickly and valiantly come 
vpon che Midianites with his 300. men 
only,hauing in ſted of ſwords 8 ſtaues, 
pitchers and lamps, Ichoiada the prieſt 
though he did know that his cauſe and 
his butines was the Lords, yet he gate 
commandement vnto the » Capraines to 
vieſpeares and ſhields which he gaue 
them. As the {eruants of Benadab the 
King ſaid ro their maiſter , when the 

were ouercome by the King of Iſrael, 

We hauchheard that the Kings of Iſrael 
are merciful, we pray thee letvs put 
on ackcloth about our loynes, and 
ropes about our necks, and let vs go 
ro the King of Iſracl , it may be he will 
faue thy life: So likewiſe, we mult all 
coneluide and agree for the vic of all 
kind,forts & manners of good meanes; 
who can tell whether Fe Lord our 
King and our God will ſaue vs 'in the 
vie of meanes or not? As Daniel faidto 


his keeper, Proue vs ten dayes, let vs 
haue 


| 
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haue pulle to cate , & water to drinke: 
ſo in like maner ler vs ſay to our ſclues, 
and to whom elſe ſocuer, Proue the 
meanes, tric what God vouchlaterh to 
do thereby. Although Sainc Paul knew 
that neither he nor any one of his com- 
pany ſhould periſh in that dangerous 
voiage, yet he ſaid vnto the mariners, 
Except theſe tarie in th2 ſhip, they can- At27, 23, 
not be faued; as if he had laid, We and 95% 
they have one meanes of lite, let vs vie 
it, and God will giue good iſſue there- 
unto, Saint Paul allo knew by the Spi- 
ric of inſpiration and by the reuciled 
word of God, that no man ſhould die 
before his day, yer he commanded Ti- 
motheus to vie wine for hits {fomacke 1Tim.s. 
ſake, and his often infirmities. As the ©3» 
Gibeonites being leatt-handed vied to 
ſling ſtones, whereby they became ſo 
«kilfull that they could (ling at an haire Iud.20,16, 
and not faile: even ſo Gods people are | 
to be ſo skilfull in the vic of meanes fro 
the lealt to the greatelt, that they may 
preſerue life. 


Te 
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T he third anſwer for the uſe aud 


meanes to pre{crue life, 


Is proucd by the praftife alſo ofholy 
women , as that vertuous woman of 
Tekoha, who importunartely intreated 
King Dauidfor the life of Abſalon his 
ſonne. The Shunamiriſh woman being 
of great eſtimation, and having her 
onely ſonne dead, moſt Iabouriouſ] 
ved the helpe of Eliſha the Prophet, 
ifit were poſſible,to haue him reſtored 
to life. As the inhabitants of Gibea, 
though they were leafc-handed, could 
fling a Rone at an haires breadth, and 
faile not: cuenſo mult Gods children, 
labor to be skiltull in the vic of al good 
meanes for the pretcruation of lite, 


T he fourth an(wer for the wſe of 


meanes to preſerne life, 


Is the practiſe ofalmightic God him- 
ſelf, who vſually doth annexe the vſe of 
meanes with his decree concerning the 
time, as well for the deſtroying of life, 
as tor the preſcruing of lite : whereby 
the one be not ſhorter , nor the other 

longer. 
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nger. Sometimes he vſeth weake or 

ſmall meanes ro bring mightie things 
ropaſſe, and that forthe maniteltation 

of is mercy , and readineſle, tor the 

\ of | chearing vp of ſuch as were weake, 

and miſerable: as Aſa the King of Iudah 2 Cro. 14, 
ſaid in his prayers vnto God.being mi- *t- 


hi ye 
y ſerably diltrefled , Ic is nothing with 


> thee ro heipe with many or with no po- 
ly wer, Likewiſe Gedeon with lis 300 me bon 16, 
et, preſumed vpon the promiſe of God, 11% 
ed to giue the onſet to many royall ar- 
ea, miesat one time of the Midianies, It- 
ld rael had victory aÞainſt the Philiſtims, 1 Sam» 13. 
ng | - withour ſpeare or ſhield. Sometimes 79 
n, God vſeth baſe,or, as it may be laid by 
1d a phraſe of ſpeech, fooliſh mcanes,thar 
thereby he might confound the wiſe- 
dome of the wiſe. So did he command 
loſuato corpaſſe the great and inuin- Ioſua.ts. 
cible citie Ierico ſeucntimes, ſounding 11.08. 
_ out their rams hornes, and with the 
of {ſame to throw downe the wals, and to 
he open their gates ofiron & brafſe. Som- 
A times he yſeth miraculous means. There 
y was fearcin the hoaſt of the Philiſtims 1 Sam: 14. 
ſ. amonglt all the peope,the garriſon L5- 


T, 216, 


Tofua 10. 
11.12. 


2 Kipg.29. 
y 


Hol.:.7. 
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and they that wen out to ſpoyle were 
afraid rhemſelues: the carth trembled, 
tort was friken with feare by God He 
victh miraculous mcanes for the mani. 
fcltatiou of his inexpugnablepower, as 


at the winning of that royall citie of 
Gibcon, whercat fine Kings and their 
armies were diſcomhited in one day, 
Ioſua being the Lord General] of 
Iſrael; whereof ſome with the ſword, 
{ome with tones from heauen. Some- 
times his Maicſty victh phylical means, 
as that plaiſter of hgs which Hezechi. 


ah, was commanded ro take for his 


plague ſore.Sometimes he workeththe |. 


good of his people, eucn by no means, 
as he himiſelte faid by the Prophet Ho- 
fea: Iwillnot faue them by bow, nor 
by ſword,nor by bartell,nor by hotles, 
nor by horſemen; bur 1 will ſaue them 
by the Lord their God, As if he had 
ſaid, Natwrall & world'y men fhall not 
impure the deliverance of my people 
vnto polhble meanes on earth: but it 
ſhall be done beyond all expectation, 
cleane comtrarieto the vie of reaſon, & 
beſides the capacity of che molt wile 
{ 
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theworld. 
The fifth anſwer for the uſe of 
meanes to preſerne life. 
Thereis in euerie man both good & 
bad by the initint of nature,an intolle- 
rable affeed proneneſle to vie all ſorts 
and all kinds ofmeanes for the preſer- 
vation of life, drawne originally from 
4naturall manner of feare, ſuch as was 
in Adam,who hauing in his owne con- Gen.z.8.9. 
ſcience deſerued death, fled and hid '* 
himſelfe. So Caine hauing murthered 
his brother, durft not for feare of pu- 
niſhment acknowledge his offence,and 
when ſent&ce was pronounced again(t' 
him,he feared Cecetingdy which Gen. 4.13, 
made him to expoſtulare with Godin *#: 
2 molt deſperate manner. Sainte Paul 
his company in that molt dangerous AQ. 27.1.0 
voyage , were maruellous fearefull, **: 
which madethemrto labour,and to vie 
all meanes poſlibles for their lives. The 
heathen ſailers with Jonas co Tar- [98-1.r.to 
ſhisin that great outragious tempeſt, ** 
ſpared not their beſt commodiries, bur 
threw them into the ſea to lighten the 
ſhip, and laboured innarrably , and all 
L with 
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with the feare of death. 

Soinlike manner,holy men, ſuchas 
were indeed the true and ſincere ſer. 
uants of God, were touched with this 
naturall feare, and therewith drawne 
to vic all meancs poſſible for helpe and 
ſafcgard of their liues. Jeremie the Pro- 
pher did importune the king after this 
manner for his life, being drawneinto 

ler 37.26, 3 extraordinarie feare ; Now I pray 
thee © my Lord the king, let my prayer 
be accepted before thee , that thou 
cauſe me not to returne vnto the pri- 
ſon, leſt I die there. Likewiſe, Ieſus 
Chriſt himſclf,knowing that the houre 
of his death was athand , did excee 
dingly deſire his Father , that ifit wee 
Mat.26.39 poſſible he might eſcapeit. 
Secondly, weare to obſerue that 
there is in mans corrupt nature anvh- 
ſatiable kind of deuouring or eating 
and drinking, which made the Maieftic 
Levit.1r, Of God to reſtrain man & his generatio 
to the end, by way of exceptions,from diuers ſorts 
Gen.3-3-4- of creatures whereof they ſhould not 
cate, Adam was to eate of euery tree it 
the garden of God , which was aſuft- 
C1ent 
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cient allowance, bur out of his vnſatia- 
bleneſſe he tooke alſo of that which 
wasexcepted : of which corrupted na- 
wure,it cometh that men generally haue 
2continuall renued defire ofcating and 
drinking. Which God in his mercy 
doth tollerate, and allow their proui- 
fion ſo farre, as they are not excepted, 
nor forbidden. 

Thirdly , from the nakedneſſe of A+ 
dam, which was Gods particular iufNce 
for his wilfulnefle, it cometh to paſfe 
thar his poltcrictie do vlſe all forts of 
clothing, fome to anoy de hear, ſome to 
auvoyd cold, tlie whichalſo God doth 
like and allow lo farre till as is not ex- 
cepted, 

Neuverthelefſe,hetharis moued to vſe 
meanes for the preferuation of his life 
dy the inſtinA of nature onely, and not 
for imitation and example ſake, accor- 
ding to faith in ths promiſes of God & 
obedience to his commandements, he 
is (ill a moſt miſcrable naturall man,& 
farre from the way of his ſaluation. 

To conclude this doctrinefor the vie 
ofmeanes,as notwithſtanding the dili- 


* ' gent 
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gent vie thercof, men muſt die when 
the tine of Gods decree is come , in 
things pertaining to God: euen ſo not. 


with(tanding the negligent vſe of the 


meanes,men mult liue vati!l their time 
doch come, in things pertaining to 
mcn.Both whicWare to be found in the 
conlideration of the diffcrence that is 
berweene the preſcruing of life, & the 
lengthning of life. Men may by means 
preſerue life vntill the time of Gods 
decree come:but men byno means can 
lengthenlife , when the time of God 
decreefor death is come. As for exan- 
ple,two me are ſtriken with the plague 
both at one time, the one a begger ,the 
other a king; both of equal yeares, both 
of one complexion, both of one diſpo- 
ftion, both of one climate, both'of one 
houſe, both in one bed, both vnder one 
Phyſicion , and both applicd with one 
ſe!fe ſame ſalue or medicine ; yet the 
begger liueth,and the king dieth. And 
why?che one was ftriken(his time being 
come)by an Angel,cuher good or bad, 
& that ſupernaturally, as ſome in every 


2-92-24-15, houſe from Dan to Berſheba : and ther- 


fore 
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fore incurably : the other naturally,de- 
riued from ſome corrupt and poyſon- 
full matter in himſelfe,and therfore cu- 
rable. And becauſe the Angels ſtroke is 
not eſſentially ro be knowne from that 
froke which cometh by nacurall cor- 
ruption, becauſe elements reſoJue into 
putrifaRion; it were ouer deſperate, & 
vnchriſtian preſumprion,to negleArhe 
vle of medicine;and no folly, bur faith- 
like whE God giues the matter faithed, 
to wait carefully vpon thar ſeruice, and 
toftand with Chriſtian magnanimitie 
to performe holy religious duties one 

cowards another in ſuch a caſe, as in a 

time of the greateſt weight in all the 

world, and in the judgment of many,is 

an holy kind of martyrdome, As it was 


aid by the ſpies to Rahab. Whoſocuer loſua,zts. 


ſhall go out ofhis doore, his bloud ſhal 
be ypon his owne head, and we will be 
puiltleſſe:but whoſocuer ſhall be with- 
inthe houſe, his bloud ſhall be on our 
heads: cuen ſo, hethatnegleRteth the 
meanes of life, ſhall be guilty of eternal 
death;bur he that vſeth che means ſhal 


beinnocents 


1 The 
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If meanes are to be vcd, as formerly you 
eemed to proue,and that of neceſſitie: they 
it followeth by a neceſſarie conſequent , that 
he who doth contemn them or negledi them, 
doth ſhorten his life, and therem is gulticof 
bus owne deſtrultion, 


The | a0 1s anſ wered 6.maner of waies, 


T he firſt anſwer concerning him that 
doth contemne or negleft 
the meanes, is 


From the generalitic and timclineſle 
of death, where alreadic it was proued, 
chat the time of enery mans departure 
is according to Almighty Gods former 
decree & vnchangeable counſel; which 
maketh alſo, thar neither the diligent 
viſe of the meanes can lengthen life,nor 
the neele& thereof can ſhorcen the 
time of life. | 


The 2. anſiver concerning him that deth 
congene or neglect the meanese 


Where you heard that ic was for- 
merly 


! 
! 
[ 
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merly commanded that meanes ſhould 
be ” + for the preferuation of life, nei- 
ther thoſe, nor other places do ſay, 
that the vie of the meanes doth lengrhe 
life, nor the neglec chereof ſhorten 
life;zthat were to crofle and contrary 0- 
ther holy Scripture. But thoſe places 
do abſotutely command the vſe of all 
good meanes, as men will auoyd Gods 
high diſpleaſure, and not be found 
evilticof their owneuerlaſting death. 


The third anſwer concerning him that 
doth contemme or neg let} 
the meanes. 


There is no ſentence nor example 
of Scripture that doth conclude che 
negleR ofthe meanes to be the ſhort- 
ning oflife,nor the diligent vie thereof 
the lengthning of life. 


The fourth anſwer concernmg him that 
doth contenene or weplett 
the meanes. 


If the negleR or contempt of the 
meanes were the ſhortning of life, 
Gen that were to proye iniuſtice in 

L 4 God 


I52 The fifth anſwer. 
God by puniſhing one mans ſinne for 


another. As ifthe father negleQorcs- 
temne the meanes of helping the pre- 
ſeruation of his child , ſhall that be the 
childs death?No,God forbid. So like- 
wiſe in Baptiſme; ifthe parent doneg- 
leR & delay the baptifing of his child, 
andrthechild inthe meane time dieth, 
ſhall tharnegleR beta the condemne- 
tion of the child? Na no. Againe,if the 
negleR ofthe meanes be rao of 
life, and the diligent vic thereof be a 
lengthning of life : then ic muſt needs 
follow,andneccfſarily be granted,that 
it is in man by his diligent or negligent 
vic of the meanes, to crolle orto alter 
the decreeof God,concerningthetime 
of mans deceaſſe; which by no way can 
be granted;:and be it far fromiany,man 
ſoto thinke, much lefle to ſay, leaſtof 
all ſo to reach. 


Thefifth anſwer concerning hims that 
doth contepme or nc glett 
the meancy, 
By an yſvual phraſe of ſpecch(ir is ſaid) 


that man ſhortgeth his life, when here- 
fuſeth 


# 
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{ſeth the meanes,or doth runne head. 
long into eminent dangers : = by the 


proprietie of the Scripture,that phraſe 
cannot be ſo generally maintained, no 
more then it may be truly ſaid, thar 
aman performing the will of God in 
ſome ſpeciall matter, is a meane there- 
by to lengthen his life , bur onely by a 
phraſe ofſpeech.So it was ſaid to Ebed- 


melech the Blackmore, Thy life ſhal be j..c,z,.16 
2 prey vnto thee, becauſe of the fauor x7. 


thou didſt ſhew to Ieremy. 


The fexth anſwer concerning hing 
that doth neglett or con- 
lemme meanes, 


If thediligent vſc of the meanes be 
pprolonging of life, and the negleR 
thereof be aſhortning of life ; en of 
necefſity it muſt be granted, that there 
is an inſeparable verrue, and aninhe- 
rent qualitic of ſauing life in the means: 
and that were no leſle finne then facri- 
lidg,arrogating to the creature by de- 
rogating from the creator,or as abſurd- 
ly to ſay, that Eliſha his bough cauſcd 
icon rvſwim-; or that Noahs arke = 

cd 


2 King.6, 


6 
Gen.7.7, 


1 Sam.17. 
45. 


Plal.89.43. 


lere.6.22. 
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ſed ſome of alt ſorts of creatures to 
come into it. Thus did that proud and 


prophane Philiftine, preſumptuouſly 


challenging all Ifracl, cruſting in his 
4 in his ſpeare & in his ſhiels; 
ut David manfully mer him with his 
{ling and his ſhepheards crooke, tru- 
ſting inthe vertue and power of God 
whom he did ſcrue. The Lord ſpeakes 
vnto wicked me truſting tothe means, 
by the mouth of his Prophet Dauig; 
I ſaid, I will turne barke the edge of 
the ſword: as if hc had laid, When the 
wicked thinke with their infirumcts of 


death todeltroy my people, I will take 


away their force, they ſhall not cutnor 
hurt, So'he ſaith ro the ſame purpole, 
I wil turne backe the weapons of warre 
that afe in their hads. The Lord makes 
queition by his Prophet Ieremie thus: 
Is there no balme in Gilead? is thereno 
phylicke there? why then is not the 
health of my people recouered? Asif 
he bad ſaid , That pretious medicina- 
ble balme, and thoſe people sKilfull in 
Gilead, of all others inthe world,ſhall 
do no good on them, to whom I = 

the 
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the vertuetherof;theſe licors,oyntmets 
vſuch like, & the moſt exquiſite phy- 
ftions ſhall nor preuaile. Againe he 


faich by his Prophec Ezechiel, I will Eze.5.16. 


breake the Raffe of bread: to wit, I will 


take away the vertue and efhcacy, eden 


of their daintieſt foode. To which 
purpoſe Hoſeathe Prophet ſaid, They 


ſhall eate and not haue enough: to wit, 14, 410. 


thoſe which do relie wholly vpon the 
meanes,ſhall faile of their expectation, 
Likewiſe ſaid Micha the Prophet, All 


hands ſhall be weake,and all knees ſhal Mich.6.14. 


be weake as water : to wit, thoſe va- 
liant and mightic men that do depend 
ypon their firength, when they come to 
the puſh ſhall failc of their purpoſe; for 
they ſhall not be able to ſtand of them- 
ſelues vp their feete, becauſe the Lord 
bath diſabled them. Againe the Lord 
fich vato all ſuch by the mouth of his 


Prophet Ezechicl, I will (trike thy bow Ezech, 7. 
out of thy left hand, and thine arrowes 17:39.3- 


out of thy right hand: as if he had ſaid, 
How ready tocuer the wicked be pre- 
paredagainſt the faces of the godly,yer 
they ſhall nor, do theleaſt harme, The 


ſame 
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ſame ineffe& he ſaith by the mouth of | pe 
Hagg. 1.6, Haggai the Prophet: Ye haue ſowne | the 
much,and bring in little, ye eate but ye | Go 
haue notenough, ye drinke, butyeare- | the 
not filled; ye cloath you, but you be not | fai 

* warme, and he thar earneth wages puts | I" 
itinabottomleſle bagge. the 
To conclude, as a man my vſe all pe 
lawfull meanes for an honeſt and a ver+ lu 
tuous wife, and yer may haue a graceles If 
and an irreligious wretch : cuen ſoa | t0 
man may vſe all meanes and all ende- of 


uors forthe preſcruation of life, and | 
ſhall not be able co preuent death. Be- | iN 
cauſe the vertue,the efficacy and power ni 
of the meanes is in the hands of God, tt 
and the vic onely inthe hands of men. pl 
Gen.8.12. As in Noah his oliuec leafe which the 0 
doue broughr into the arke,there were t 
actions oftwo ſundrie natures, to wit, c 
peace and plenty; and as inthe mini- I 


ſteric of Gods word there is an ation t 
oflife and an aRion of death : euen ſo c 
in this matter or meanes cancerning U 
life and death, there are aRions of two c 
ſundry natures, one concerning God, 
the other concerning man. That which ( 

pertaings 
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ertaines to man, is the diligent vſe of. 
the meanes , that which pertaines to 
God,is to giue vertue and efficacy vnto 


the meanes.. As for example, God 
ſad vnto the people of Ifracl, He that jyre.z8... 


remaineth inthe citie ſhall die without 
the word , by the famine, and by the 
ilence,bur he that goeth forth ſhall 
liue,he (hal baue his life for a prey. Here 
life and death was in preſent queſtion, 
to flie out of the citic was the meanes 
of life, which was for the people to do, 
and to giue vertue ynto their flight,was 
inGod todo. Onthe contrary hide the 
negleR of that duty, made the guilty of 
their owne death, and acceſfary by a 
phraſe of ſpeech to their own deftrutti- 
on:& yertin that very rebellious ati of 
theirs, was the decree of God fulfilled 
concerning the time of their death. 
Likewiſe in that Herodian perſecution 


the wiſe men tooke the forewarnin g of Mat.z: 


of God for the meancs of their preſer- 
uatiog,and his Maicltic gaue good ſuc- 
celle and effe thereunto. I conclude 
apaine , that he which vſeth meanes 
(how lawfull ſocuer ) with an vnder- 

ſtanding, 
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_— and with a beleeving, that the 


ſame of it ſelfe is effeQuall for the 
lengthning of life, that man is an Infi- 
dell. But to vie meanes which arenor 
inhibited tor the preſeruatis of health, 
wealth andlibertic, and ſuch like, ig 
yery religious, 


T he third obieftion concerning adaition, 
or conditionall life 


If the time of death be ſo exallly ſet 
downe and [0 reſolutely conclu. 
dedin the counſellof God, 


Why then doth his holy Maieſtic 
promiſe to _—_ the life of the 
godly? as is in the firſt commandemer 


Exo.20.12. of the ſecond table, I will prolong thy 


dayes, ifthou wilt walke in my wayes, 
The performice of his promiſc concer- 
ning long life, may be evidenced from 


Gen.y- 5-3. the ten holy Fathers before the floud, 


tO 32, 


who for keeping of his commande- 
ments did live many hundred yeares 
more then any other lived after them, 
And the fame we haue in a ſort truly 


ſaid of Ezechias,whoſe finceritie was 
ſuch 
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fach as God vouchlafed to. adde ht- : King.o, 
teene yeares vnto his life. And againe, 5-6. 
Why is it ſaid bythe Propher,The 


loud-thirſty gran Pall not line balfe hs Pal. 55.23. 
©? Or hEthall live long coditional- 

ly? as God ſaid ro Abimelech. Defiuer 

Abraham his wife that thou maiſt [ine: bat Gen. 20. 7, 

if not, be (ure thou ſhalt die the death,thou 

vd all that thou haft, 


The anſwer to thts obietlion is 
threefold. 


Firſt, as by a decree from the begin- 


ning is ſet downe how long the godly 

and the wicked ſhall hue, 1c »vithall 

even in the ſame decree was fer dovne 

before the giuing of the law , that lon 

life ſhould be a reward for him that 

keptthe law, and ſhortneſle of life for 

him that did breake the law, when as 

yet he had done neither good nor euill. 

Almightie God foretelleth the linnes 

of Iſrael, many hundred yearcs before 

they were, and their iudgements that 

ſhould be accordingly, in theſe words: 

Thispeople will go a whoring after 0- Deur.zr; 

ther gods, they will forſake me and my 16.17. 
couenant, 


_ Almightice God to the likepurpoſe by 


Eſa 48.8, 


AQtz.23. 
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couenant ; wherefore my wrath will 
wax hot againſt chem that day, and! 
will forſake them: then ſhall they be 


confounded. 


the mouth of his Propher Efay ſpeaks 


thus concerning the ſame people : I 


knew that thou wouldeſt tranſgrefſe, 
therefore haueI called thee atranſpre(- 
ſor from the wombe. 

Saint Peter ſpeaking of Chriſts death, 
& cherin ofthe death of his Saints,faith 
thus to the Iewes: Him haue yetak&by 
che hads of the wicked being deliuered 
by the determinate counſell, and fore- 


knowledge of God. As if he had ſaid, | 


This could not haue bene, had it not 


| bene fo decreed before hand : this is 


not happened by chance nor by aduen- 


ture, but as it was forclcene good of 
God. 


T he ſecond anſwer concerning con- 
dittonall lengt hmug, and threats 


of /rortning be. 
The anſwer concerning the Prophets 


praying for, and inthebehalfe of Gods 
people 
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people, for long life, and ſometimes 
aying for the cutting off of the wic- 
led. They being ſo gractouſly and ſo 


 plevifully infpired by the ſpirit of God, 


could not erre ſo groſly as to croſle 8& 
contraric other holy men , who had 
written by the ſame Spirit. They knery 
well that God had exaRtly concluded 
the rime of all men fortheir life, and 
time of death , and therefore they did 
but pray as other religious me drawne 
thereunto vpon the performance of 0+. 
ther religious duties, in that bchalfe 
towards them brethren. After this ma- 
ner Daniel doth pray forthe people of 
lracl being in Babylon; hauine found 
by bookes, wheuche number otgeares 
was ended whexotthe Lord had ſpoke 
by Ieremic , that he would accom- 
pliſh7o yeares in the deſolagion of Tee 
ruſalem. Therefore although he knew 
that God would deliuer his people'our 
of bondage , according'as he had pro- 
miſe: yet outof his loue to them, and 
from his dutice to God, he be:ook him« 

ſelfe molt importunately to pray for 


them , and ſo continued yarill che An- 
M cel! 


Dan. 9.3.3, 


Gen.18$,23. 
wO 33» 


Tob.4q2-16. 
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gell Gabriel brought him adireQ & an 


immediate anſwer from the throne of 
the Almightic. Abraham prayed for the 
ZLodomites, and that veric importu- 
nately , though he knew very wellthat 
God had molt iultly determined their 
ouerthrow. 

The third anſwer concerning condis 

tional lengthning fi 


Thirdly,concerning that additionof 
fifteene yeares to Hezckiahs life, itis 
not ſo to be ynderſtood, when he was 
ſo morrally ſick, that his day was come 
to die.But in ſuch a caſe alwayes,whert 
ſuch a Scripture ſcemeth lirterally to 
diſall®w or crofle another,as this doth; 
men muſt looke for another ſence, yea 
ſuch a ſence as may agree with the ana- 
logic of faith, It ſeemed indeed ynto 
Hezekiah as he was a mortall man,and 
as the caſe ſtood between him & God 
at that time, that indeed fiftcen yeares 
were added to his life. The like place 
is in Iobe. 

Hauing exaQly by many ſentences 
proucd the timelinefle of death : and 

with- 
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withall hauing anſwered ſame obie- 
ions that might be made in the dif- 


courle thereof: 


Let vs now obſerne ſixe ſorts of peopte 
who are to, be reproned by phys 


obie(hion of lengthning and 
{bor tming of life. 


Firſt, it ſerueth warrantablyro reproue 

thoſe that do put off the time of their 
death , vſing the world as if they were 
to dwell therein for ever. Like the peo- 

ple before the floud , of whom Saint Gen.7.1h 
Luke ſpeaketh , who notwithſtanding 
120.yeares rep2ntance giuen vnto the, 

inthe which the arke was a preparing; 

yet neverthelcſſe they were careleſle 

and vnconſcionable.They did cate and Luk.17.26. 
drinke, maried wives, and gaucin ma- ?7* 

riage, cuen vnto the day that Noe en- 

tred into the arke,, and the floud came. 

Likewiſc as it was in the dayes of Lot, 

and when as they rooke his holy ex- 
hortation for mockage, they cate, they ge, 19.24 
dravke, planted vineyards, and buil- Luk17.28. 
ded; but in the day that Lot went out 

of Sodom it rained fire and brimſtone, 

M 2 and 
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and deſtroyed them all. So the people 

in theſe dayes , notwithſtanding the 
manifold and variable warnings of 

the Amightie , ſometimes out of the e« 

lement , ſometimes out of the earth, 
ſometimes out of the ſea, and ſpecially 

out of his holy Scripture:theſe I ſay,are 

not yet mouedin heart to prouide for 

their departure, or at leaſt they baue 

no willingneſle,or rcſolutio therunto, 

They ſtand,as it were,vpon terms with 

his Maiclty,vntill they be ouercome& 
ſurpriſed ſodainly, as a bird in the ſnare 

of the fowler. Theſe arethey whoſeaf- 

feions being alicnated,do judge bet- 

ter of carthly things then of heauenly: 

of whom Saint Tohn faich , They love 

10.3.19.3x darkeneſſe better then light. Andhe 
that is of the earth, is of the carth, and 

ſpeaketh ofthe carth. And as God faid 
ludg.19.14 ynto the Ifraclires,Go and cry vnto the 
11-7 gods whichyou haue choſen , letthem 
a you in the time of your tribula- 
tion; ſo will the Lord ſay vnto allſuch 

as defer the time of their. repentance 

and amendment: Sceke you help elfe- 
where,& find itifyoucan,forT will do 
no» 
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nothing for you. Why come ye vnto 
menow in the time of your tribulatio? 
did ye not thrult me out? O thatmen 
were wiſe, then would they conſider 
their latter end. 

Secondly, it ſerueth to reproue thoſe 
who wilfully & riotouſly waſte, ſpoile, 
and ſpend that which ſhould neceſfari- 
ly appertaine to their pokeritie. Euen 
in nature and qualitic like the wilde 


Boarc , of which the Prophet Dauid Plal.80.13, 


ſpeaketh , who not onely cates and de- 
uoures all that is abouc ground: bur af- 
terwards rodts vp all that ſhould ſerue 
another yeare. And inthe ſameplace 
alſo likened vnto wild ſauage beaſts, 
who hauing caten their fill, do tread & 
tampleall thereſt vnderfoote and in- 
tothe dirt, that no other bea(t may, or 
caneate thereof. If they ſinne that do 
nepleR the vic of lawfull meanes: how 
much more then they, that vſe lawfull 
meanes vnlawtully , by ſurfetting , by 
drunkenneſſe, & ſuch like? which God 


in his mercie hath ordained' for the Pro.31.7.8 


chearing and comforting of the godly. 
Evenas the people of Laiſh aftcr the 
M 3 mane 
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Tudo.18.7, Manner of the Jidonians, dwelt care. 
wa leſly,and ſo were conquered, 

Thirdly, it ſerueth to reproue thoſe 

who not knowing the Scriptures, and 

therein not knowing ſpecially the ab- 

ſolute decree of almightie God , con. 

cerning the verie certaine day & houre 

of cueric mans departure ; they frer, 

they fume, they weepe, they waile ex- 

celfinely for the deceafle of fuch as are 

nearely appertaining vnto them; asif 

the want of meanes , or the negle& 

of ſome dutie, had diretly ſhortned his 

or their liues : all which is a plaine evi- 

dence of an vnbcleenino heart, | 

Fourthly, it ſerueth to reproue thoſe 

who to prevent death in the time of 

danger,dv arropate vnto the vic of v- 

lawfull meanes,as{orceries, witchcraft, 

and ſuch like, which God hath directly 

& abſolutely forbidden:or elfe, do fir 

vie vnlawfull meanes , and afterwards 

A do appliethemſelues to the vſe of law- 

"2-41, full meanes, as Nebucadnezzer did, 

who firſt ſoughr'ro his aftrologers, 

ſoothſayers , and others of that kind: 


and afterwards fought helpe of _ 
the 
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the ſeruant of the liuing God. For to 
attribute that vnto the meanes which is 
due to Cod, is euery where inhibited; 


as it was forbidden the people of Itracl ney.s.17. 


to ſay;My power & the ſirength ofmy 18. 
hands hath prepared me this abun- 
dance : but remember the Lord thy 
God,for it is he which giueth thee po- 
wer to get ſubſtance. 

Fiftly,it reproues thoſe who ſpend the 
time of their renowm,the time of their 
dwelling here,& the time whereinthey 
polſeſſe their ſoules, ſo vainly. Euc- 
riepoint whereof is precious:although 
not riotouſly, nor wantonly,nor couc- 
touſly,yet careleſly, & ynconſcionab] 
ſpent without deſire of the knowledge 
ofGod according to his word, without 
groweth in zcale to his holy ordinan- 
ces, in the ſtrength of faith , and in the 
power of his ſpirit , hauing all meanes 
therof brought cucn home vnto them; 
but euen as a people that doth neither 


good nor harme, luke-warme, or hal- 


ting betweene two opinions. The time 
of this ignorance,want of zeale,know- 
ledge, and ſuchlike , God regardeth 

M 4 not 


loh. 9.4. 
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not in vs whiles we arc without the 
meanes thereof, as in his mercie hede 
Clared himfelfe alfo rowards the hea- 
then.But now its ca!led to day, Chrift 
faid, partly concerning himlelfe, and 
partly concerning others, I muſt work 
while it is called roday,the night com. 
meth when a man cannot work. Letys 
alſo rake it as ſpok&ro vs, we are Gods 
children, and therfore may not be idle; 
let vs be doing in time, tor time will a- 
way.A mannot knowing by the word 
ofGod the timelineſlc of death, ro wit, 
that dcath cannot take hold on himvn- 
till Gods appointed time, and that then 
he muſt needs depart, the ſame man 
dicth willingly & comfortably: where- 
as a man that is ignorant thereof, 
mournes, and murmurs , impuring the 
cauſe of his {ickeneſle and death vnto 
caſuall meanes, 

Sixtly, iris ſharpely and warranta- 
bly ro rebuke thoſe muſt ignorant and 
moſt prophane calumniacors, who do 
derogate from the worthineſle ofthe 
meanes which God hath ordained in 


his Church, whoſe detraRiog tongs do 
manifeſt 


6. ſorts of people reproued. 169 


manifeſt their hearts in ſpeaking ſo ma=- 
liciouſly, ſo vntruly , and euery way fo 
indignely,not only of graue & learned 
Phylitions, but alſo cut of that lauda- 
bleand honourable vie of Phylicke it 
ſelfe, which was highly commended,& 
carefully vſed amongſt the holy Patri- 
arches,the Prophets and Apofiles, and 
thence from age to age ſucceſſuely,by 
all, and among all godly men ruling 
themſelues by the former examples & 
ſufficient grounds of Scripture. Some 
of which malicious,& profane perſons 
wil neuerthelefle in their depth of dan- 
cer vic the aduice and helpe of Phyſt- 
tions, whom at other times, before and 
after,they vie in a parable ot reproch & 
diſdaine, as they do the Miniſters and 
Paſtors of their ſoules , without whoſe 
miniſterie they cannor poſſibly be ſa- 
ued:and as indeed they do vic thelear- 
ned, the graue,and moſt honeſt profel(- 
fors of the law , who in their places do 
and for the defence of their goods, 
their good names and their patrimo- 
nies. Eueric of which ſtatcly and moſt 
honourable profeſſions, is ſo needfull 
and 


ludp 9.48. 
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and (o neceſſarily required in Church 


and in commonweale, as that neither 
the one nor the other can be,nor in a 
good ſcafonable fort continue. Andto 
be breefe, the ignorant and difſolute 
man doth alway beare armor defenſive 
to defend his owne euilles, and armes 
offcnliue to affaile the good maners + 
others; according to theold ſaying, & 
comon Prouerbe. Yet according tom 
humbleduty,in Chriſt,and in Chriſt his 
ſteede, eucn by the mercifulnes of God 
I do exhort all ſuch, as in an acceptable 
time, to make vic of theſe honeſt and 
holy profellors, as of the meanes of 
his mercie towards them, and as of 
effeQuall in{truments for theis bodies, 
and for their ſoules: and that accor- 
ding tothe directions of the Scriptures 
of truth, and examples of holy men in 
allages, And as Abimelech faid vnto 
his folke, What ye ſce me do,make haſt 
and do the like; looke on me and do 
Iikewiſe, eucnas I do ſodo ye: _ (o 
ſay 1 and morealſo vnto you =o 
chriſtian brethren, let all things be ſpo- 
ken and done in the feare of God, ac- 
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cording to knowledge, and according 
tothe good example of ſuchas guide 
yay” 6 by the word and Spirit. 

The fourth inftruction concerning 
the memorability of death, hauing in ir 
theſe 4. principall reſpeRs or chriſtian 
confiderations; as the perſons are in 
place or in behauiour, ſo is the come- 
moration cither more or leſle, after 
their deceaſeto be ſolemnized priuat- 
Jy or publickly,with mourning, faſting 
and praying. 

Firit the perſon dead or dying, 


Secondly C = Fpriuate or putlicke. 
Thirdly +4 2 >lpirituall or temporal. 
Fourthly { > Niuſtor vniuſt. 


Firſt, whether the perſon dead or ay- 
ing be priate or publicke , we are inſtt- 
= vnto this mournefull memento, 
orthe terrors and torments of death, 
which he endured in our fight and in 
our hearing; as did appeare by his wo- 
full complaints to ſuch as were abour 
him, who would and ſhould, but by no 
meanes could miniſter any helpe vnto 
him; as alſo by the galling griefes and 
griping grones he eadured, who being 

yet 
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yetaliue was ſo ſurpriſed of al his viger 
and force of ſpirit, as made him blind, 
yea deafe and dumbe.O how deteſtable 
1s finne, whence death and the intolle. 
rable pangs thereof are originally derj- 
ved! Sinne being ſo odious,and fo de 
teſtable with God, his Maieſtie deuiſed 
an odious and deteſtable puniſhment 
and plague for it, which is death. A 
plague of all plagues, and the moſt yn+ 
willingeſt plague of all other, torany 
man tovndergo. There was neueran 
puniſhment that God did infli& vpon 
man for the breach of his holy lawes, 
nor any torture which the Imps of the 
divell could deuiſe for the Saints of 
God, but cueric man was more willing 
to endurc it then death. Not onely be- 
cauſe it did deprive man of the world 
and worldly things, but alſo,and more 
ſpecially,becauſe that man hath cuenin 
naturea greatloathing, & an vnſpeak- 
able feare of it : as may partly appeare 
by the ſtrange meanes, by the notable 
deuices,and by the deſperate attempts 
which men haue yſed and indeuored, 
onely co ſhunnc and to auoide the tor- 
ments 
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ments of death : and as alſo may ap- 
reby the examples of manyin the 
Scriptures , and of ethers who are re- 
corded in Eccleſfiaſticall hiſtories . The 
paines and pangs which the body doth 
endure before the ſoule be ſundred, 
may be likened vnto the paines and 
angs of a woman in her trauell with 


child, of who the holy Prophet ſpeakes: 


Her hands, ſaith he, on her loynes, her Terc.zo.6. 
faceturned ro-palcneſle, her heart wea- Eſaig3.7.8, 


kened and melting with feare and an- 

iſh. Yea the paines and pangs of 
death do well reſemble the paines and 
torments of hell, and therefore the firſt 
& ſecond deathyis but one & ſelfeſame, 
with this diftcrence onely; the one is 
naturall and temporarie,the others ſu- 

roaturall and ecucrlaſting. The feare 
of this death made our blefled Sauiour 
Jeſus Chriſt as he was a man, to im- 


portune the Maieſtic of his Father 14.26. 
with tcares that it might paſſe from 39.40. 4t. 
hico, & being brought vnro it through 42-43: 


the agonie thereot' he was enforced 
to call and to crie vnto God his Fa- 
ther,as if inpart he had deſpaired:O my 


Father 
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Father, why haſt thou forſake me? The 
like obliuion and deſperate ſpeeches 
are heard & ſeene inthertimne of deaths 
torments , euen from many of Gods 
deare children and canonized Saints, 
Saint Paul ſaith that death hath a ting, 
thereby inferring that death is veni- 
mous,as all creatutes which have flings 
arenoyſome and hurtfull either more 
or lefſe : but death is like vnto thedi- 
uvell himſelfe, Ringing and poyſon- 
ful,& therfore called a ſerpent,themoſi 
noiſome,and the moti pcltiferous crea- 
ture of all others. Againe, Saint Paul 
calleth death an enemie , inferrin 
thereby as out of the naturall diſpoſi- 
tion of anaturall enemie , the greateſt 
miſchiefe that poſſibly he can deuiſeto 
the poore body of man, ſpecially being 
oodly . The torments of death mult 
needes beheld innarrable,if we do but 
conſider the combare and conflidt that 
is betweene the ſoule and the body,the 
one affeing cleane contrarie tothe 0- 
ther, and in nature quite oppoſite, 
Which oppoſition and conflict may 
well be reſembled vmto that dange- 
rous 
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rous tempeſt on the ſea of Tarſhiſh, 
which was raiſed purpoſely by God 
limſelfe,for the arreſting of Ionas, who 
was as he thought fecure. The winds 
were ſent into the leas, which being an 
element light, laboured vehemetly ac- 
cording to the nature therofto aſcend, 
and the ſeas being anelement heauy, 
[aboured mightily according to the 
quality thereof co deſcend; ſo that the 
ſeas being violently kept vp by the 
winds , and the winds being violently 
kept downe by the ſeas, made ſucha 
forme & ſuch an outragious tempeſt, 
23if heauen and carth had ratled and 
rang together , or as ifthe ſhippe had 
bene ſtill a ruſhing and ariuing in pee-* 
ces ypon the rocks: euen fo is the ſoule 
and body of him who is in the hands 
of death. The ſoule according to the 
nature and quality thereof, being a ſpi- 
riruall, an heauenly and holy creature 
of the Almightie, vſeth and enforceth 
all meanes thither to aſcend : but the 
body being ofa cleane contrary diſpo- 
ftion , maſſie, heauy and earthy ac- 
cording to the qualitie theteof, in ſort 
and 
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and kind labors thicher co deſcend. The 
one being ofa cleane contrarie diſpo- 
fition tothe other, they become hin- 
drances tothe paſſage one of another, 
& meanes one againſt another of prea. 
ter enduring pallions. And to conclude 
briefly,the rorments of death are as the 
hewing of Agag inpeeces,& as theire- 
full execution of God, whereof Dauid 
ſpeaks. Although this rormeting bethe 
decree ofthe Almighty, for the ſubdu- 
ing of mans body, and for the depriua- 
tion of his life - yet it is euident, that 
the variety and ſundrie manners, ſorts 
and kinds of death, whereunto his Mx 
icltie hath left himſelfe at large, isthe 
cauſe that many wicked men fo well 
as the godly do depart this life with 
licle pangs or paincs. And at other 
times out of his Maieſtics roiall and ex- 
traordinary fauor through Ieſus Chrilt, 
the paines and pangs of death inmany 
of the godly are mitigated and dimi- 
niſhed; as may appeare out of manifold 
ſentences and examples of Scriprure. 
For it is all one with him, in regard of 
his power and mercie to abate or to 2n- 
nihilate 


Lo 
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nihilate the qualitie and the quantity 
of executing creatures : or things ap- 
pointed for torments,as it is for himto 
increaſe and to multiply the fame. As 
the ſauage and hungrie lions were ſo Nani.6.20, 
aſſivaged,& in their natures ſo mitiga- 21. 22,3. 
ted,'that they became as playfellowes, 29.31.22. 
yvato Daniel; the fierie fornace being 
ſeuen times hotter then ordinary, 
was vnto him and his companions but 
as aplace of recreation: So: no doube 
were the fiery tormcts. vnto the Saints 
of God, who were cruelly executed in 
Queene Maries dayes. After another 
ſort moſt powerfully doth his Majeſtie 
multiplie or increaſe the qualitie of 
bread and water, for the good of the 
poore Who otherwiſe could not polſt- 
blylive : andabateth the extremitie of 
their cold in the wimer , Remember 
theaugmcncation of the 7, loues and 1148.8, 
few fiſhes, ſo that more was taken vp Dan, 1.15, 
then was layd downe: and remember 
Danie!s priſe, And albeit 1 ſhould ab- 
lolutcly grant that there is no mitigati- 
on of pains in death for any , and that 
itmult necdes be concluded , that the 

N yeric 
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verie Saints and ſeruants of God ſhall 
ſuffer the moſt grieuous torments of 
naturall death equally with the repro- 
bates ( which cannot be truly agree. 
ed ynto, and whichGod forbid): yer 
conſidering that the guilrineſſe of fin 
is cleane taken away in Ieſus Chriſt, & 
that theſe torments of death are but as 
jt were momentanie, or as the twinck- 
ling of an eye in compariſon of the e- 
verlaſting torments of the reprobates: 
what man or woman hauing any hope 
thereof, hauing any feeling of faith, or 
hauing any one motion of Gods ſpirit, 
bue would moſt willingly endure the 
torments of bodily death, were they 
yet greater? yea before it come,to c6- 
memorate, and withall to celebrate the 
remembrance of death, by which there 
is an end of all ſorrowes,and the poſſeſ- 
ſing of all ioyes and immortall happi- 


neſle. 


If the perſon dead or dymg be 
FE huſband, 9s 


Then the matrimoniall aſſociation 
which by Gods ordinance was made, 
ſingularly 
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[i fingularly and plurally,two in one,and 
f onein two,the better ro be helpfull one 
= vnto another, is now by death daſhc,as 
= it were into powder,and violently par- 
et ted a ſunder, and ſeuered one from a» 
n nother for cuer into two diſtin@ pla- 
&& ces, which deviſion to the husband or 
2s wife is ſo naturally grieuous,as its for 
6 one 11mbe being cut off from another, 
e- as Ruth doth impart out of her moſt 
'S: fnonlar affection ro Nahomie her mo- 
De ther in Jaw in theſe words; The Lord Ruth-117- 
or do ſo ro me and more alſo, if ought 
it, bur death partthee & me: cuen ſo is the 
he loue ofa wife, fearing God, towards 
cy her husband , that ſhe conchudeth in 
04 her hearr, from the firſt houre vntothe 
he laſt,thar nothing ſhal infringe her faith 
ere towards h1m bur death, which when it 
el- cometh) exceedingly moueth her to 
pi- mourtie. This alſo appeares vpon the 
wofnll and lamentable experience of 
Nahomie, who by death was violent» 
ly rent from her lusband, which made 
heras out of a forrowfull heart to crie 
10n out ſaying, The Almightie hath given Ruth.1.20. 
de, me much bicterneſſe, I went full, I re- ?*: 
arly N 2 rurne 
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turne empty, the Lord hath humbled 


me, and brought meto aduerfitie. By 
which words and by many daily exam- 
ples, ir is plaine, thatthe parting of an 
husband froma wife miniſtreth many 
occaſions of weeping, mourning, and 


calling vpon God. It ſhe be old, then 


is ſhe, void of hope, and the farther 
from helpe in her greateſt neede; ifſhe 
be young , then is ſhe the more ſubieR 
to vtter vndoing, by her choiſe, which 
Randeth ſo in generall amongſtallmen 
in the world. In the meane time ſhe is 
in danger by her ſingularity to the ſub- 
till cempt2tions ofthe diuell, and ſo to 
the prouocations of diueliſh men, to- 
gether with the breaking vp of her 
houſhold , and the diſperling of her 
fatherlefle children. All which dole- 
full dangers ſhould be ſufficient matter 
to moue her to commemorate her 
husbands death, and by the divine or- 
dering ofher ſclfc in the ſame to folem- 
nize her owne, 

If the partic dead be private, and a 
wife, the husband in like manner is oc- 
caſioned ro commemorate her death, 

with 


= Doo AAALXNO ©T =”, 4 
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d with much mourning. The more god- 
y ly and wiſe the husband is, the more is 
bb. his griefe with the conlideration of 
In that danger whichisto come, in the 
y choiſe of another, andinſtep-daming, 
id and mother-lawing his little young 
en - | children, and when as ſpecially he ſhall 
er endanger religious exerciſes , in his 
Ne houſe among his familie, and in him- 
R ſelfe the decay of Gods ſeruice , by 
ch | meanes of a wife who perhaps will 
en crolſe and contrarie all. The confidera- 
is } tionof theſe,and ſuch like diſturbances 
b- { nodoubt together with natural affeRi- 
to | on, being powerfull in Abraham ( al- 
o- {| thougha man highly in the fauour of 
er God) it wrought in him exceeding 
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1eC preat paſſhons, which made him to 

le- { mourne much & with heartic grife,not Gen 23. 
ter | ableto abidethe fight ofhis corps. 3: 
Ner Here a complaint may well be rai- 

or- | ſedagainſt husbands, who moft care- 

m- | leſly, and moſt vnconſcionably do 

paſſe ouer the decgaſſe:of their wiues, 

da | adinlikemannetchewiues paſſing o- 

oc- | lerthe deceafſe of their husbands ; ſa- 

ch, | Ung onely for the preſent time, the 

vith N 3 matter 


b yam. T4. 
1.t0 I 3. 


Rom.1,23. 
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matter ſceming irkeſome, they burſt 
out paſſhonatly into ſome fevv funerall 
reares, ſayin _ admiratio,what is he 
dead? or is ſhe dead? what dead? alacke 
what dead?& who would haue thought 
it! With clapping of hands , and ſtti- 
king of thighes, as if death were vnws- 
red,chey (till fora few dayes (peake ad- 
mirably,Sucha manis dead, the onely 
honeſt husband is dead, or the onely 
honeſt wife that euer man had is dead; 
wel, this is the world,there is no reme- 
dy, weeping will not ſcrue, we ſhall all 
die; orelſe diſſemblingly they mourne 
on their backs, bur ioy in their hearts, 
making an outward ſhew of that which 
is not inward. Like the womanof Te- 
koha, who with her mourning appa- 
rell, with her heauy countenance, and 
with hcrlamentable cries made Dautd 
the King ( though a grear wiſe man) 
to beleeuz that her husband & her two 
ſonnes were dead:in deede as ſhe ſaid, 
which was nothingſo. Or clſe moſt 
ynnaturall of whaom S. Paul ſpcaketh, 
who areinothing. moued to mourne, 


being in ſort #people forſaken of God, 


and 
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and branded with the marke of vnna- 


turall affeion. To yeeld no naturall 


affeRion, is ſo much abhorring nature, 
and ſo contrarie to pitie, and ſo voyd 
of pictic, asitis to denie the buriall of 
the dead; ſo that before God it is all 
one kinde of prophaneneſle, and fo 
much as that husband or that wife can 
do, to condemne them that are graci- 
ouſly dead in the Lord, to be inſftate of 


| damnation, and therefore not any way 
| worthy of commemoration: whom the 
| Prophet Ezechicl reproucth after this Eze-7.11- 
| manner, Cruelticis riſen vp,& arod of 
| wickedneſſe, none of them ſhall re- 


maine, nor of their riches, nor any of 
theirs, neither ſhall there be lamencati- 


on for them, And Eſfay ſaith, The righte- Ecai.57.r. 
| ousperiſheth, and no man confidereth 


it in heart, and mercifull men are taken 
away, and no man ynderſtandeth that 


| therighteous is taken away from the 


cuill to come. 

If the perſon dead or dying be pri- 
uate,and a ſonne or daughter,the inhe- 
rent qualitie, and the vnanſwerable 
afteRions of parents towards their 

N 4 Children 
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children whiles they are aliue, doth 
ſufficiently diſcouer their continuall 
mourning , their griefe and their hear- 
ry ſorrowes whe the children are dead. 
And now I call ro minde out of my 
owne tormenred heart, and fatherly 
afflicted foule, my ſorrow for many 
ſonnes, ſpecially forone, Parents can- 
not be included within this account of 
reproofe, but rather truly be reckoned 
among(t thole who mourne too much 
and ouerlong, being drawne thereunto 
as out of their vnantwerable affeCiong, 
deriued no man knowes whence, nor 
how, ſaving that which is in reſpe&tof 
children begotten in mariage,to which 
the exceeding divine affection of God 
the Father in Chriſt Iclus hath relation 
and perfe& reference. 


If the perſou dead or dying beprigate, 
and afather or mother, 


What exceeding great cauſe haue 
chechildre continually ro commemC- 
rate,and religiouſly to celebrate,his or 
her death, with mourning, with fa- 


ſting, and with calling hcartily vpon 
God, 


Fo? 
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God,for theſe two ſpeciall cauſes? One 
is, for their continuall care of parents, 
tending onely for their welfare in the 
world ; the other , their Chriſtian 
conſcience for the faluation of their 
ſoules in the world ro come : & where 
parents faile inthe one,they exceed in 
theother, according to the common 
prouerbe; Happie is the child whoſe 
father goes tothe diucll, As if it were 


| to ſay rnore particularly and more 


plainly, The father and the mother are 


| ſornſatiable intheir coueting , ſo inft- 
| dell-like pinching their backes & their 
| bellies, and ſo divelliſhly oppreſſing 


| thepoore, yea many times ſo atheiſt- 


like hazarding their owne lives by vn- 


| lawfull getting ,and ſo direaly oppo- 


hng themſelues againſt God, for to en- 
rich their children, as that indeed they 
make whole ſhipwrack of their ſoules. 
The truth whereof is ſo cleare, and the 
matter it {elfe ſo probable, as if there 
wereneither many millions of godly 
witneſfſes,neither the wicked liues and 
waſifull behauiour of their children: 
yettheir owne conſcience to their own 

con- 


Gen. 4.10. 


2.Kin.1.12. 
t3.to 1 Fo 
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condemnation would manifeſtly de. 
Clare it. And haue not ſuch children 
great cauſe to mourne, yeaalwayesto 
bewaile the deceaſſe of ſuch parents, 
ſpecially, becauſe of the helliſhtor- 
ments,and the incuitable paines which 
they do endure? Methinks I heare and 
ſee theſame or greater torments,which 
Godin his vpright iuſtice doth prepare 
for ſuch children , not onely becauſe of 
their vnnaturall and vndurtifull beha- 
uior towards thcirparents being dead, 
and whilesthey were aliue; bur allofor 
thatthey do ſo ioy, and lo reioyce in 
theirgoods, being lo gathered, andſo 
left vnto them, which is indeed , no 0+ 
ther then the pricc ot bloud; and I may 
ſay more plainly, the price of theirpa* 
rents ſoules and bodies. As the bloud 
of Abeldid.call and cric from earth to 
heauen far vevgeance againſt his bro- 
ther Caine, and as Eliah called & cried 
that fire might come trom heauento 
the carth ypon all the captaines of A- 
haziah:cuen ſo is there an interchange- 
able entercouric from heauen to earth, 
& fro carth to heauen, of Gods irefull 
plagues 


—_ Mt. a—_ wo Ow Gw- yo w- 
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de- | plagues to fall vpon ſuchchildren. The 
ren | holy man David, although he vnlaw- 
to | fully longed to drinke of the water at 
ts, | Bethlehem, yet vpon better conlidera- 
21- {| tionhewold none of it when the three 
ch {| Worthies brought it vnto him , but 
nd {| pouredit for an oblation to the Lord; 


ch andſaid, Letnot my LordGod luffer 


re | metodo this.Beirfarre from me that [1 2 = hy 
of Þ} do this, is not this the bloud of theſe 

a= { men which went in icopardie of their —_— 
d, | lives? ſhallIdrinkethe bloud of theſe '7 ©" 
or |} mens liues? So that by this it appeareth 

in 4} werethere no other proofe , how dan- 

lo | gerouſly ill gotte goods are kept, how 

d- { moredangeroully they are to be ſpent, 

J' and how , om ſuch ehildren do 

a- {| live in this world, indeed as it were 

1d { withourGod: yeathevery damned in 

0 hell ſhall riſe in judgement againſt the, 

d- {| Fortheglutts in torments was perple- Luk.16.27 
d xed with griefe for the ſtate of his bre- 

0 thren which liued. in (1n, & would not” 

\- hauethem cometo that place to agera- 

C- vate his corments, Whercas thelc vn- 

h, mm children haue no remorſe or 

Jl orrow for their diſtreſled parents, 


es which 
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which died in finne, 'andliue in death, 


And what may not be ſaid of another 
ſortof gracelefſe children , who after 
the deceafle of their godly religious 
parents, areſo far from mourning ofter 
them, or for them, as that they indeed 
do ioy and rcioyce im their hearts at 
their departure? If they ſorrow any 
thing atall, itis for that they died not 
ſooner, according as many timesthey 
wiſhed, for their lands and goods ſake, 
Shall they eſcape for their wickednes? 
No: the Maicltic of our eternall Father 
will ſhorten their dayes,diminith their 
tore; and from their graceleſle ftocke 
ſhall ſpring vngracious impes, to re- 
quite diſobedicce ſeuen fold intotheir 
boſomes. For the meaſure , faith our 
Lord, which you meteto others ſhall 
be heaped vpon you againe, When 
good king lofiah was dead , we reade 


not that his ſonne Ichohaz. mourned. 


for him, or followed his good exam- 
ples, either in the continuance of reli- 
gion,adminiſtration of juſtice, or god- 
ly converſation. Wherefore his dayes 
were ſhortned his life miſerable, and 


his 
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his kingdome was left to the diſpoſt- 
tion of his enemic. His poſteritie was 
yet more milſerable;for his ſonne bein 


dead, was not lamented, neither did a. 17.23.35, 


ny mourne for him, ſaying; Ah Lord, *M 
orab his glory: he ſhall be buried as an 
iſe, eucn drawne and caſt forth withe 
out the gates of Ieruſalem. 

This ſerueth neceſſarily to inſtigate 
andco call vpon all ſuruiuors of their 
parents and friends, carefully ro come 
memorate the heauy hand of God vps 
themſclues, for that priuate depriua- 
tion of triends if they were godly; with 
the acknowledgement of thetr owne 


| finnes, chiefly inthe omiffion of many 


reverent duties towards them,and ſpc- 
cially in thankfulneſſe vato God for 
thoſe helpes which they recciued from 
them, It ſerues forthe accompliſhment ' 
of other holy duties towards the dead, 
intaking-care, & in making conſcience 
to do pood vnto thoſe, whom their 
friends being dead, entirely loued 
whiles they lived. Whereof we haueca 
famous example in Dauid toward his 
faichful friend Ionathan who was dead: 

Is 
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2.5am.9.1. T5 there any man, ſaid he, of the houſe 


to 8, k | | 
” of Saul, that Imay ſhery mercie ynto 


him for Ionathans ſake ? to whom was 

brought Mephiboſeth, Tonathans ſon: 

Dauid ſaid vnto him; Feare not, for 

I will ſurely ſhew thee kindneſle, 

for Ionathan thy fathers ſake, whois 

dead, and I will reftore thee all the 

helds of Saulthy father, and thou ſhalt 

cate at my table continually. Againe he 

_ $2m.10.1 {aid,I will ſhew kindneſfe voto Hanun 
; as his father ſhewed kindneſle vno me, 
There was alolene law in Iſrael, which 

was tobe performed to the widow of 

him which was dead, ifſhe had nofon 
tocomforr her: whichlaw & Chriſtian 
commemoration for the dead was me- 
Ruth.g.10. morably performed by Boaz towards 
11. Ruth. If the perton dead were wicked 
in his life, and at his death; thenthere 

is more cauſe of mourning and lamen- 

tation, and calling earneſtly ynto God, 

by his kindred,and by his allied friends 

tor the auoiding of (30ds i1udgements, 

which they moſt iuftly have deferued, 

in that rhcy di | not more carefully and 

more conlicionably inltruct ſuchaman 

or 
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or ſuch a woman vnto a better life, 
whercby he or ſhe might haue made a 
better death. According to which pur- 
pole Saint Iames ſpeaketh after rhis 
maner: If any of you haue erred fro the ſam-5.va9. 


truth, and ſome man hath conuerted ** 


him , let him know that he which hath 
conuerted the ſinner from going altray 
out of his way, ſhall ſaue a ſoule from 
death, and ſhall hide a maltitude of 


| hnnes, 


Ifthe partie dead or dying be publicke, 
ſprruuall , or temporall, and aſt, 


Then conſider the preſent euill that 
hath happened to particular perſons,to 
priuate families, to publike congrega- 
tions, and to whole kingdomes, after 
the deceaſſe of ſuch a man,, or ſuch a 
woman, Which is drawne from that 
good which almightic God youchſa- 
feth for the time preſent wherein they 
lived, who being dead,it inconcinent] 
ceafſeth. As Salomon ſaith,By the ble 
ling of the righteous, cities are exal- 
”: to wit, the whole inhabitants of 
that towne and countric where arigh- 

rcous 


" Pro,11,11, 


Toſua,7.1. 
to 6* 
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tcous perſon liueth, ſhall fare and prof. 
per the better, and ſhall haue the iudge- 
ments of God which they haue deler- 
ued withholden from them. And itis 
certaine, as for the finnes of one, man 

haue bene in the anger of God deſtroid 
and brought to ng ſo for the true 
godlinefſe of one or more , many hun- 
dreds and thouſands haue bene moſi 
miraculouſly preſerued.God promiſed 
Abraham , that if in all Sodome and 
Gomorrah there were found bur ten 

rightcous perſons , he would ſpareall 


19.15,c0 26 the reſt for their ſakes. The' ſame was 


2.Sam.,21. 
1.0 11, 


experimented in Zoarat Lots requeſt, 
for all the people therein were miracu- 
louſly preferued from the fire which a- 
bantmnds fell from heauen rougd a- 
bour them. There was three yeares 
dearth inall the land of lirael for Sauls 
ſinnes onely in ſlaying the Gibeonits, 
Dauid the King did therfore importune 


the Gibeonits, for their fauour ynto 


Godin their behalfe, which being ob- 
cayned the plagueceaſſed. On the con- 
traric ſo long as Ioſcph lived , King 


Pharao and all his ſubiccts propane 
ut 
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of- | bit! when Tofeph died ,'then their Exo-1.6-7, 
ge- | plagnes reutued  and{ fell thicke in E- 8.t0the 
ler- .' When Moſes was ingreated to | _ 

tis | pray forthe, thoſe plagues alſo ceaſſed. Ex0.g.27, 
any | Moreouer after the dearh of King Iofi- as, 

oid | x'the citic of Terufalem was wonne, 2 —_— 
rue | andthe people taried captiue vnto Ba. 3-19 Me 
un- | blon: God ſpared themand didwith- 5.0.4, 
oft | hold his wrathftomth& ih allhis dayes ., 
ſed | xtording to his/ptomiſe. As the pers 
nd | fonisin his plage of preheminence, in 
ten | Church or comonwWealt,& in his paines 
all | performidig theworke of the Lord: fo 
"3s | mheloffeofhintto the people whelſo- 
ell, | everhe departs. : And as the greatneſſe 
e- | oftheloſſe is,fo ought the grearneſſe of 
14- | the'conſideratiornis to be had amongſt 
L2- | thoſe where he is miſſcd, concinully 
es | mourning, weeping and calling vpon 
als | God for his merty, aud thathe will be 
pleaſed 'ro withhold thoſe 'plagues 
which/he hath ſo begun, hayitig alwaics 
mo | befoxe them-the remembrance of their 
ob- | fnnes, andthe nudgements of God for 
con- | theſame, which they hauc many es 
ung | dat ſundrie times deſerved, urebly 
proſtrating thEſelues before thethrone 
but Oo of 


Deut.3z4.8+ 


Joſua.1.2» 
Fo 
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of his mercies, in the name and me- 
diation pf Iclus Chriſt, The children 
of lſracl wept much and mourngd 
ſorefor Moſcs thirty dayes together, 
The Maieſtic of God! raking particular 
knowledge of his death, ſaid ynto1o. 
ſua, Moſes my ſcruant is dead. As ifhe 
had ſaid more plainely, I ſee his want 
already amongſt the people , it is (6 

reat and ſo dangerous that theremuſt 
- a you ſupply. 

] 


the perſon publike being dead 


were vngodly, an oppreſſor, and ſuch 
like ill diſpoſed, being in profeſſion ci- 


cher ſpirituall, or temporall ; who will ! 


not thipke it an happy day, a bleſſed 
ime in which it pleaſed God tocut 
m off? for cuery man where ſuchan 


 enehad todo, for his owne particular 


& priuate good, hath cauſe to comme- 
morate the mercies of God in thatbe- 
halfe. And by how much the mote it 
may be ſaid that he was generally dif 
poſed to cuill : by ſo much the more 
ought all that people amongſt whom 
he liued, be gener y diſpoſed to com- 
memorate the mercies of God withall 

alacrity 


| 
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ahcrity and cheerefulneſſe for his de- 
prication : weeping and mourning for 
their former fins', 'which was the cauſe 
why God did raife ſuch a gracelefſe 
man to haue rule ouer them ſo long,and 
continually praying to haue a more 
rertuous and a more religious manin 
his roome. | 

This reacheth all true profeſſors of 
chriſtianity as formerly was faid,religi- 
oully ro commemorate the deceafle of 
publike perſons, who had their places 
mn Church and commonwealth; ſpeci- 


| allyifthey were profitable to the peo- 


je and religions towards God. We 
ue the exathple 'of David the King, 
and all his honourable fubieRs; who 


inthe common wealth. Solikewilc itis 


amongſt all the people which feared 
God, for Saint Steuen, who was a ne- 
ceſſary man inthe Church, This reli- 
gious duty is not ſo much required,be. 
cauſe of their deceaſſes direRly, as for 
our ſelues who were the cauſe thereof 
O 2 accort- 


mourned much after the deceaſle of #533. 
Abner, becauſe he was a neceſſary man *742 59 


laid, that there was great lamentation AQ,8.2, 
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according to the foreknowledge of 
God, ſometimes arrogating too much 
worthinefle vnto them, and therby de- 
rogating from God; or ſometimes de- 
zogating from them. that worthineſle 
and deſert, which , was their due, and 
thereby do become fpirituall ſpoilers 
apd vnfaithfull vnto God that gave 
them, And I may preſſe farther and 
juſtific out of mine; owne laments- 
ble experience , that, the comme. 
moration of death.,paſt vpon other; 
our deare friends, will worke in via 
bartie calling vpon God for mercy,arc | 
akinde ofpreparation.in our ſelues'to | 
die well,befzdes the gaod example 
which we ſhall give thereby 
vnto our poſterity to do | 


the like for vs. 
FINIS. 


